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CHAPTER I. 

Physical Description. 

The Thatftn District lies between i6* and 17” 51' 
Nonb and 96^ 39' and io‘ East) and forms part of the 
Tenasserim Division of Lower Burma. It is bounded by 
tbe ToDogoo and Saliveen Districts oo the north, Siamese 
territory on the east, the Amherst District on the south 
and the Gulf of Martaban and tbe Pegu District oa the 
west. It contains an area of 4r^3i square nlles. On the 
east tbe Thaungyio river and the Pata cMavng', on the 
south tbe Hlaingbwfc, Cyaiogand Salweeo rivers ;and on 
(be west the Gulf of Martaban and the Sittang rivers prc^ 
vide natural boundaries, but on tbe north the boundary la 
not so well defined. 

That part of tbe disiiict west of tbe Salween is part of 
the territory acquired by tbe annexation of Pegu on tbe 
8otb December 1852, but that east of the Salween waa 
ceded by the treaty of Yandabo on the 24th February i8ab 
at tbe conclutiOD of tbe first Burmese war, By It Antam) 
Aralrao, tbe coast of Teoasserim and that portion of tbe 
province of Martaban e^st of tbe Salween were surrendered. 
The selection of tbe Salween as (be boundary, however, 
involved a dlfli'ulty as the two mouths of tbe river embrace 
the large and fertile island of BilugjuD^ and the Burmese 
maintained that tbe southern mouth was the real one. The 
matter was Anally settled by dealing two coconat palms 
tied together down the river to determine by tbe coarse 
they took which was the real mouth. They were ultimately 
carried out to sea by the northern mouth, sod Bilugyun 
became British territory and part of ifae prcviuce of 
Eastern Martaban, la 1862 tbe Tenaseerira provinces of 
Me^ui, Ye and Eastern Martaban were joined with Pegu 
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aod Arakan as part of the proviace of British Burma, and 
10 iS 56 , on the foroiatioa of the Sbwegyin Districtj the 
boundaries of the Amherst District were enlarged by the 
addition of the towosbips of Pagat, Tbatdn aod Martaban, 
which bad formed part of the " Province of Martaban " 
since the second Burmese war of 1852, Th.$ demarcation 
fae!d good uottl 1895, when, on the formation of the Thaidn 
Distnct, these three townships became part of the new 
district and the northern mouth of the Sai^een again 
became the soatberc bouadaiy. The G^aiog forms the 
contiauatloQ of (Ms southern boundary, except that the 
revenue circles of Kado and Kawtun on the oorth bank 
belong to Amherst. The southern boundary of the district 
from the northern mouth of ibe Salaero follows the 
Salween as far as the point where the small stream, which 
forms the nottbero boundary of the Kado and Kawtuo 
circles, flows into it. Thence it follows the boundary of 
these two circles to its junction with the Gyain^ fiver. 
The Gyaing then forms the boondary as far as tbe inaction 
of the Hlaingbw^ and Haungtbaraw streams, when the 
former becomes the bonodary as far as its junction with 
the Fata stream. Thence the boundary follows cbe Fata 
stream la a north-easterly directioa to Its source, whea e 
It runs approximately aorth along the Hlainghwh and 
Mepale watershed lor about five miles, and then turns 
north-east down the Methaive-hpad ) and Metbawe streams 
to the Thau a gy to river. The boundary wit*^ Siam was 
hxed at the Tbaungyia io 1848 and has remained constant. 
The Thanngyia flows in a north-westerly ^Urectlon and is 
the boundary to tbe point where it Sows iotd the Salween. 
The Salween which here flows due south, fork< just below 
Kamamaung to form Kawlun Island. The left fork is the 
main stream hut the district boun«iary follows the right 
fork to tbe point where tbe Misaiog c^Auni flows into it. 
The boundary follows this stream up to its source, thence 
follows the western watersheds of tbe * Htipado and 
Kanyiodoo streams as far as the headwaters ot the Mekyon 
stream; theoce along tbe east watershed of that stream 
south-westwards to height point 1,459 at the head of the 
Ta-u stream; thence north-westwards down the Mepu 
stream to the Bilin river which it folloss for about four 
miles down to Wing^e. From Wingale to Kyaiktiyo U 
follows roughly a south-westerly course up the Takaw 
stream and aloogthe northern watershed of tbe Thebyu 
stream. Prom Kyaiktiyo It follows the main ridge oorih- 
wards to the head of the Kyonpagu stream, whid stream 
4t follows till it joins tbe Sittaog just above Kaywh village. 
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Except for a itrip of axccediogly Fertile paddy Uod 
varyiDg in mdth From twcFve to fi(t«en miles wide oo the 
western coast stretching from KawkaduC, oorch of the 
estuary of the BjIId chAUngt to the coftbera moutb of the 
Salweeo in the south, there are qo large expanses of 
eultivatioD and the country is much broken up. This 
Fertile strip ia shut oft From the rest of the district by an 
almost coDtioQOQS range of hiUs stretch log down to 
Martaban. The Salween flowing almost due south divides 
tbedismctia two^and each portion is again divided^ the 
western by the Bilin eiaung^ the eastern by (he Hiaiogbw^ 
fMAvng, both a'so flowing suuth. 

The norCbern half of the disirict is extremely hillyt but 
in the southern half there is much low-lying Isndj some of 
which is subject to river*floods until late Id (be year. 
There are considerable alJqvinJ plains studded with abrupt 
massive outcrops ot limestone, one oF whicb> the Zwekabin 
biU«>otbfrwi8C known as the * Duke of York’s Noselises 
vertically to 2,yji feet above the Salween level, forming a 
very conspicuous feature oF the laudicape. As the land 
rises towards the hills the soil becomes gravelly and large 
areas of upland < in ’ jungle take tbe place of paddy fields. 

The District is iotersected by a number of hill ranges, 
which may be divided into three main groups. In tbe east 
and nortb*east towards tbe Slam frontier Is cbe Oawna 
range, its ridges Frequently rising above 3,000 Feet and in 
one place to 6,hso feet, which cuts ofT tbe valley of the 
Tbauogyin river From the rest of the district. Ibe range 
starts in the extreme 0orth, and runs In a general south- 
easterly direction through ThaCbnand Amherst DlsinctS 
towards the Malay Pemoanla. Divided from tbls lange by 
a plain stretching for 50 to 60 miles across tbe valleys of 
tbe ^'afween and t^e Hlajngbwe is a much smaller system 
of hills, which may be regarded as ibe northern prolonga¬ 
tion of the well-defined Taungoyo range separating tbe 
Atarsn valley in Amherst District from the seaboard 
townships, in Tbat^n District this upland Is continued in 
the Martaban hills, starting opposite Moulmein on the 
north side of tbe Salween and ruoni^ first north-west and 
then north, into Salween District. From this range to tbe 
sea 00 (he west extends a rice plain, intersected by 
countless tidal creeks, stretching northwards as far as the 
Bil In estuary. 1 n tb e north* west of 1 he d ist rice, between tb e 
Bilin valley and the Sfttang estuary » another range (part of 
the PaunglauQg system;, which enters the district from the 
north ano branches into spurs ending at Kyalkto snd Bilin. 
Tbe western spur is known as the Relatba bills, and rise* 
to an altitude of 3,650 feet opposite tbe vUI^;e of SiUaiig. 
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Rivert. Tbalds it watered from rnd xo end by ounerous 
ati’eaois. Tbe east era most ia the Thaungyin riveri which 
rii<$ )o Amherst District runs to a north-westerly direc^ 
tion, dlvidiog Barma from Siam, and fioally, after 
a couise of about soo miles, meets the Salweeo river In 
the north of tbe district, ]t is useful for floatlag down 
teak timber, but its numerous rapid's detract from Its value 
for other purposes. Tbe Hlaingbwb rises in tbe wedge of 
country between tbe Tbauogytn aod Salween rivers, 
draining a large part of the Uawnaraoge, and flows iso 
miles to meet tbe Haungtharaw river in tbe south. Here 
the combined streamsj under the name of the Gyaingi 
fern tbe soutb*ea»tero border of the district, and run for 
45 miies In a general westerly direction to meet the 
Salweeo just above Moulmetn. The Salween itself enters 
That6n in its northern corner, separating it for some 
distance from Salween Dirirlct. At about 17° 20'north 
latitude it enters the Pa-ao townsbip, and theoce its 
channel divides the district roughly into two halves, east 
and west. It pursues its southerly course down to ^foul•‘ 
mein where lu waters are divided by the Bilngyao Island 
into the two main mouths through which it flows into the 
sea. A few miles above Moolmein it is joined from tbe 
west bv the Dontbami for BioMaing) liver, which rises In 
tbe bills 00 the northern border of th^ district and winds 
down tbe eastern edge of the Martaban range. The ares 
already mentioned on tbe east, of the Martaban hills is 
intersected by a set*work of tidal creeks, which give 
internal communication with Moulmeia, Thatdn, Bn in, 
Kyaikto and tbe Sittang This tract is watered or only 
one large nvrr, tbe BiTln, which rises In the S^weeo 
district, and flowing between tbe Martaban and Pan ng- 
laung hills, enteis the Gulf of Martaban after a course of 
sSo miles. The Sittang, for the last 40 miles of Its course 
forms the western boundary of the district It has done 
much damage lately by eroding tbe lice piain on the left 
bank near its mouth, destroying about 5,000 acres 
annually, while new land has been thrown up In Haotha* 
waddy and Pegu Districts on the opposite bank. 

Tie HMgyi Rdfids .—'Between (he mouth of tbe 
Tbaungyin ant tbe village of Yiobalng, tbe Salween flows 
through a narrow gorge between the Dawaa Range io 
Xbat^D and the hills efthe Salween district. For part of 
distance, the rlvei* is totally uoaavigable evea for 
sfflaU,boats, and even on land 00 path exbts on either 
bank. At tbe bead of this stretch Is the notorious 
*'Hatgyi,'’ a rapid rather than a waterfall which when 
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Ch« river is very narrow espectallj ac the low water 

season, is well worth seeing^ though somewhat difSciilt of 
access. For some twelve miles below ihe Hatgyi," the 
river is a series of minor rapids alternating witti the deep 
pools and flanked by sharp limestone rocks cq which 
hundreds of teak logs become s'randed annually. The 
narrowness of this gorge is the more remarkable when one 
realises that the Salween is a longer river than the 
Irrawaddy and rises io the snows of Tibet In the rains 
the rapids are obliterated and the river to\h steadily 
through the gorge submerging all but the highest of the 
hanking rocks ; a minor rise also occurs in April from the 
melting of the snows. Possiblv the only European who 
has seen the whole of this stretch of river is Mr. Kersey 
of Messrs. Steel Bros, who descendej It partly by ralt 
and partly by the Dank at considerable risk. 

Very little is known of the geology of ThatAn. Gwleg: 
The Martaban and Dawna hi Is are of ancient rocks 
with much gneiss and granite and the Bilin and 
the Kelatha bills chiefly of a limestone formation, 
belonging to what has Men nominated the " Moalmein 
series '* of rocks. Isolated Umestoae hills, of the age 
of the Carboniferous limestone of Europe, occur fre* 
quently in the eastern portion ol the district, 
illustraCiag the denudation to which the Palaeosoic beds of 
the Salween valley have been subjected. Laterite has 
fortned in many parts ot the district, and is of some 
commercial value in the vicinity ol Bilin and Kyaikto 
where it is cut into blocks and used by the Public ^orks 
Department tor bridge works, etc. *l he low.fying tract 
to the south<we»t of the district has emerged within 
historical times from the sea, bat it Is oot clear how far 
this has bees due to the elevation of the •ea*boUom> and 
how far to the level of the laod being raised by deposits 
of silt The massive limestone out*ccops are a picturesque 
feature of the district and there can be little doubt that at 
some remote period these oat><roos were sea>girt rocks of 
similar character to those which stud the Mergui 
Archipelago. Their age was fixed by Or. Oldham as 
Palaeozoic, Evidence from iossils formerly found in the 
range known as the Duke of York’s Nose’' confirm this 
classification. Laier researches, and traces of fossils 
found io Amherst District show some at least of tbe lime¬ 
stone to be of Triastic age rather than Carboniferons. 

Below the limestone beds, which are extremely bard and 
of great thickness, are fonod lio descending order) fine 
soft sandstone, grey shaly beds, and a sandstone. 
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Tbe deDudstioD of these Polaeoioic beds, other thao the 
Umestooe itseHj has been enormous, and to this la to be 
atiribnted the Uolated appearance of so many of tbe 
bluffs. 

Hot springs exist in numerous parts of tbe district, 
always in close proximity cc the limestone out-crops. 
Host of (hem are shown on the Government of lodia 
survey maps. They appear to hofd a similar geological 
position to (be hot springs of Great Britain^ most of 
which rise from strata below (he coil and thence flow 
from or through the li j,estoiie. The largest and most 
important of these springs is to be found at Bayingyi, a 
mile or so north of the Doviozeik-Paan road, which Is 
largely used by Bur maos suffering from forms of 
rheumatism, la the rock overhanging tbe pool, where 
there lives a hermit, there are large caves with remarkable 
staUcfites sod aulsgmiies. 

Other famous caves are to be found at Psgat on the 
right bank of the Salween just below Faan and at Satdao 
at the sout&ern end of the Zwhgabin Range. The former 
is the home if mil ions of bats whose gua^o la exported to 
Moulmein, where It is largely u^ed by the market gardeners 
and the latter is famous for tbe subterranean stream 
navigable by boats during the rains and an annual 
religious festival held in tbe spring. 

No wild elephants exist in the district. A few bison 
are occasionally seen m che apper Donthami drainage. 
The very rare siQgle>borned rhinoceros—R. Sondaicus^ls 
jealously pteserved io the Kabilu Game Sanctuary, part 
nfwhich is In the Denthami drainage: this species is 
nearly extinct and Is said to survive nowhere else. Hav¬ 
ing been ruthlessly persecuted in (he past, tbe few remain¬ 
ing anltnals now iohabit dense impenetrable evergreen 
jungle and are rarely seen even by (he special protective 
staff. Tigers are more common (ban leopards and a few 
skins are brought In each year for reward but nowhere 
are they numerous. Wild pigs are plentiful and cause 
damage to crop. Of tbe deer tribes tbe ^yi (barking deer) 
is most com cron. Sambbuin are found almost everywhere 
except in the cultivated plains, and hog deer in kaing' 
grass jungles. The formec are poached with impunity 
and the latter shot by the aid of an electric torch io tbe 
rains, in the glare of tbe Ughc the aoimaJs’eyes show up, 
they make no attempt to move and are slaughtered where 
they stand. Owing to the generally loadeqnate sentences 
passed by Magistrates foe offences against the Forest Act, 
tbe oom^r of guns, the impunity vvito which they are lent 
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aod borrowed and the total disregard of a ^ose araaoo it 
is unfortunately safe to prophesy that the next generation 
wiU only know of some of these aoimala by beamy. The 
white-handed gibbon and various moo keys are found in 
(he bills. Of gamebirds snipe, wbiatling and cotton teal, 
green pigeon and jungle fowl are the most common. Teals 
are caught by Indians with nets at night and peddled in 
the teashops. Jungle fowls are snared by means of a decoy 
cock at all times of the year. Pea'fowls are decreasing in 
DurDbers, but are still common in certain localities. Doves 
and paddy birds are numerous. Of the snakes, the rat 
snake, the grass snake and the Russell’s viper are the 
most common. Animals existing bat not ofteu seen are 
civet cit$, turtles and porcupines, and a variety of dying 
squirrels. 

Tbe following varieties of fresh water £sh are to be 
found:—A^/ayv«, Ngad*Ht Ngahai, N£agyauHgf Ngat^a 
NgayAUtti, Ngatkalauk, Ngamaungmat Nga- 

kSanmat NgShpanma, Ngagyi^ t/gatkaUdo, Ngakhu, 
Ngabyama and NgahfaMtngyo. 

Except that there Is practically no cold weather there 
is noth lag very remarkable about the climate of the 
southern part of the district. From the end of November 
to the end of April orbeginaingof May there is little or qo 
raio, aad though the heat in March and April is trying 
owing tc the humidity la tbe air the dry weather on the 
whole is healthy. The wet period is from May to October. 
Id tbe finer periods of tbe rainy season the climate is apt 
to prove trying owing to tbe sudden changes of cetaper. 
atare» but despite the humidity malaTial fever is not 
prevalent and on the whole conditions must be pronounced 
very fair In the northern aad hilUer parts the cold 
weather is more marked, and Malaria is particularly bad 
in tbe upper Dontbami and the Salween valley above 
Sbwegon, and in the Thauogyin. 

June» July and August are the wettest months. The 
respective averages at Tbatdn for these three months for 
tbe last twenty years are 43, 53, and 5a inches. Tbe total 
average yearly rainfall over (he same period is 917 iocbes, 
with extremes of 257 inches in 1^13 and 180 inches In 
1916. Tbe average number of wet daysinayear is 144 
and I ecember has (he lowest monthly fall with an average 
of less than half an inch. Tbe annual rainfall at Pa-an 
IS about 40 inches less aad (be mootbly falls are propor¬ 
tionately lower. 

The billy parts of tbe district experience quite a low 
temperature in (he winter, as is to be expected from their 
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aliilude. but the IovI^idI; country along the coaal and 
lower courses of the nvera is hot aod bas no cold weather. 
The nights, however, except ia April and October are 
geoeraily tolerably cool. There is no record iodkaclng 
the extent of the variations of temperature, but it must 
approximate to that of Moulmein. 

CHAPTER li, 

PaIIT I.—HfSTORV. 

Owing to (he limited time available and lack of 
materia's» the task of the compiler has not been easy, [t 
has not been possible to obtaio locally either from the 
District Libraiv or elsewhere maoy important publicatioos 
required for reference. From the scanty materials avul» 
able an attempt will be mad** to give some account of the 
history of Tbat^n and to repr^uce all the available 
evidence that, it is considered, will be of interest to 
readers. Mr. Stewart's remarks in compiling the history 
of Pegu are equally applicable in this case: *' More know* 
ledge is required before a satisfactory history of (Tbatbu) 
or any other part of Burma, previous to the i itb century 
can be written. The present tentative account bas only 
been compiled in accordance wUb the requirement of 
Government. It would not otherwise have been nnder- 
taken without many more yeareof study and only then If 
the result of such atody calls for It. ” 

We find that the early history of That&n is veiled in 
darknesS' The Archaeological Department bas not yet 
been able to extend its exploration work beyond casual 
visits to the place. It ia hoped that more light will be 
shed wbeo all of the medieval M6n inscriptions have been 
deciphered and re ad I and the history ot Indo* China has 
been studied as a whole. 

Great changes have taken place in the physical cod* 
figuration ot Thatdn district. Ihers is oo doubt that 
maoy years ago Thatdn was a sea-pert; the sea then 
covert the present fertile plain west of the Martaban 
range. The sea also touched the foot of the Kelatha hills 
where ^ettbbma (Taikkala) U sitaated. At Ayetthhma 
and at Tliatdo town, bolts^ cables, and other vestiges of 
foreign ships have been uneatthed'. Wb^o AnawratS 
overthrew xbatdo, sbe was doubtless ceasing to be a sea¬ 
port, In course of time Ayettbhma also became an inland 
place as the sea seceded, hat within the last half century 

I See Stewart, Ptgu Gatittttr* p< 4) 3s; i^arrnvall, Striam GatttUtr, 
p. rsj LieoteaaiK) DesVoeinc, Stitl^meni Rtpori 
(S^97. 
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gradual evosion^ tavQ rrstorad the sea to Ue former bed 
aad the sea-«ater &ow laps the foot of (be Kelatba bills as 
hi former times*. 

The oame Thatdo is a corrujstiOD of Saddhamma which Noiaw». 
roeans ‘‘good law", aod this oacne may be cotinected daiwST 
with the legendary fame of (be city aa a repository of 
the Buddbist scriptures. Forchhaoimer says '* it has 
at all times been a custom with the Buddbist kings 
and priests of Burma to give to towns, monasteries, rfversj 
and tanks, classical Pali names. The name Saddbamma* 
cagara was given to the oldest town founded bv the Tailings, 
namely) Thatdo (Sathuni)) which is oothino but acorruptioo 
of Saddhamma: early huropean travellers called it Xatao or 
Satan.”* ” According to Mr. Mason, the aucient capital of 
the Talaings {accordlOg to the tradition of the latter), was 
ThadauDg or Satuog, a city whose traces &fi (1 exis' between 
the mouths of the Salween and Slttang. * Suvaona*buinmi' 
be add$> hut unfortunately stating no author tV) Is still the 
classic Pali name ol Saiauog (meanli^ thereby ? TbaEdD}''^ 

Tbatdn is also known by the name of Suvanr^abhOmi. 

All Burmese and M6n writers are agreed that this desigiu> 
tion applied to Thatda, which was formerly a sea-port 
town, and they assert ttiat the raison d'etre ol the name is 
that auriferous ore is found In the tract of the country in 
which Thatbo is situated. It is certain that gold was found 
io small quantities in most of the aSuenU of the Shwegyin 
{Cold washing) river Gold washing was carried on in 
Booie of the districts in the M6n country of Rirnafifiadesa. 

Abont ao years agO) there was a European concern carrying 
on gold-wubing in the Shwegyin and Bilin Townships, bnt 
the work was foand to be onremuaeratlve and was aban¬ 
doned. Gold deposits aresmdtobe found in the 5 bwe- 
gyauog Sao, a chauog which flows past a village of the sane 
name and has its source at the foot of the ihein-ga-neik 
(Sbgaoika), now more popularly known as Mvatf>at>eik 
range, forming the eastern boundary of T baton to^. 

Vanous derivations of the name Suvacj^abbomi are given 
by many emin^ot scholars, and Mr. Taw bein Ko has given 
Qumeroua interesting extracts iu “Some remarks on the 
Kalyani Inscriptions’', pa«s 6-7. According to Phayre 

the iden i i^ 0 f the Cb lyse <m Ptole my, of the ^va ntinbbS mi 

1 Ffirchbasirer*! Nates oh iSt Bstfly History tend Gtogr^fhyof 
BriUih BurntOi Volume It, pp. 3} td. 

* DilCOs Vohime 1 . Tht Shws D^on P^go4a, p. 3 . 

9 Yale’s Mfw'ten to Ava;P. 

* firkiih Burma Caaetteer, Volmue. p. 649* 

S 




10 


Tbacfto Dj$trict 


of the Buddbbt legendSt and the city of Thahtao (Thatda) 
iqP^O) all baling the sacne sign Ideation, appears certain."* 
SuvaQpabhSmi is also an appellation given to the Mfin 
kingdom of RSmaofiadesa which comprised originally 
only the region between the Sitiaog and the Salween *; but 
in the ijtb century a>d t it included the provinces of 
Kasimacraii^ala (Basseia) Hatnaavattmai^dala (Pegn), and 
Muttimama^daia (Martaban). 

Id the Btrtnanica, Vol I,, Part 11 , Mr. 

C. 0 . BUgden aays'^ KStuafifiadesa" is a name coined 
from the ethnic appellationf Kman", which is the medio* 
vai form of the woidMftn " aod appears constantly in 
inscriptions of the 13th century. 

Indian Prom a cursory study of the published autborities> 

inmigra* there appear to be evidences of Indian commercial and 
colonising activity In early times. The legends would carry 
_ '*®'*«e»the Indian connection back to the life-time of Buddha. The 
Indian immigrants came over the Bay of Bengal to Burma 
long before the Christian era. In his various edicts, about 
246 B.C., Asoka records that be sent Buddhist missions 
to various couoiries. He does not include Stivaoo^bbSmi. 
But the Mahavamsaj a history compiled in Ceylon in the 
5tb century^ contains references fo the despatch thither of 
the missiooarieSf Sons and (Jttara. The Kalyaoi loscrip* 
lions (147& A.D.) mention this visit in particular K " From 
18c B.C the Andhra dynasty was supreme over the 
whole of Middle India. They were fervent Buddhists and 
notable merchants trading by land and sea from Rome 10 
China In all probabuity the colonists who settled in 
Tbatdn were people of this nation. Their origin was the 
country between the Mahaoadi and Godav&ri rivers, ft is 
likely that the coasts of Hanthawaddy and Thatdn were eolo* 
nised from India as early as aoo B.C. It U clear, from Chinese 
sources that by 20c A.D. their cnlturat lofiueoce bad taken 
deep root. 'They brought writing, customaiy Jaw and other 
elements of civilisation. They founded kingdoms In Java 
and Sumatra, and dotted the coast from Bengal to Borneo 
and Tonkin with little trading principalities such as Pro me ^ 
Rangoon and That6n’’^ Forebhammer suggested that 
Thathn Tias settled by the people of Kalinga. * ''The 

i Pbayre, History of Butma, p. aS. 

s Port^haoiDer ffolit. oniht Early History and Gtogra^hy of 
Eiiiis)i Jtttrms, Firtt Baddhsit iSissiosstoSuva^yvthAmiip,^ 

I Teat and Tyaatisiioa of the Kalysni Inscrlpiions, 1B92, p, s8, 

* Syriiun Disikt Gasetteer) Volume A, p. 14. 

^1 Harvey's History ^ Burmot , p. 4$. 

s Fefehhsmmsr’s Hotts oh iht Sorly History and Googropky of 
British Burma W^ThsFirst SudSiisiHis^nteSuottfy^nmi, 
p It. 
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4 Upbabct of tbe M6n inscriptions, liko the generalitj of the 
so'called native alphabets of lndo*CbiDi and Indonesia^ is 
manifestly derived from some South lodlan type, akin to 
the old TelugU'Canarese. I is form in the early M6n 
records Is very nearly identical with that of (he contempo* 
eary Javanese inscriptions-'’ * The Mdns and Burmese 
are said to have cerived their knowledge of Kataotra's 
Saas rit grammar from the same source. The fculptures 
of some of the TbdiOn pagodas are said to have bad their 
Indian prototypes io Orissa.S It is therefore evident that 
in the early centuries of the Cbrlstlaa era there was coo* 
Stan t intercourse between Soothers India and the Eastern 
regions locludiDg Tbatbn, and that the fashions in the 
former were copied in the latter. 

The Kalingans, with the Orissaas, probably formed 
the bulk of the immigrants of Pegu and Tbat6n- Tbey 
were originally Buddhists, but their Buddhism became 
impure with the decline of Buddhism in India where the 
religion was predominant only from 250 to 350 A.D. These 
people intermarried freely with the native races, (t is 
likely that wherever the Indians were numerous, they 
were the ruling race. This view Is supported by the 
following extract from P bay re's fiishi'f of f^fgu, which is 
of interest. 

In ibe story of the foundation of Pegu and the eventa 
which led to it, we appear to have the legendary veruoo 
of the stru^Ie for the ascendency between Brahman and 
Doodhist. This struggle was still g;oing on in parts of 
India in the stztb century of the Christian era and It would 
no doubt be extended to the colonies and settlements on 
the coasts of Ramanya. The kings of Tbathn and the 
principal citisens were of Indian descent, and tbey pro* 
bably participated in the changes which were going on in 
the parent country. The foundation of Pegu by emigrants 
from Tbathn tells us both of a dynastic and religious quarrel. 
The Boodbist party, eventuslly successful, represent the 
founders of Pegu as being of their faith and their opponents 
-as heretics and foreigners, though the latter reproach was 
probably the feeling of a later period. One cause for the 
•separation from Thatbn appears to have been the Naga, 
Dragon or Snake worship which, as has been she wo by 
Ferguson in bis learned work, extensively prevailed about 
this time in India ; and the founders of Pegu were said to 


} Epigraph ia Birmantea, Volume f, pan IT, p. 7S. 

* FurnivsJl d'ynan Gotittnrp. SS; Britifh Burma Gamtt»*r* 
Volume 11 , pp. 7, Harve/s History of 7. 
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have been of Naga descept, or in other words had added' 
soshe worship to the reverence which, by the precepts of 
BoodfaUtn, should be shewn only to the relics or roemory* 
of Goodha.*'^ 

The Oriyasand Telugus were not the only indiaD- 
ioimigraots to RaroApya. '1 here is evidence»rather late it 
Utniei that traders aod others came from the Hoc'ent Isods 
in the Ganges valley. Thus in thebeginniog of ihe iith 
century we hear that Dlpankarsi a Buddhist monk of the 
northern schooli aitrr having studied ip Magadha and else¬ 
where, embarked for Suvaoipadtpa fThatbo) io a nlerc^ant 
vessel and cootioued h s studies there for twelve years 
under Acbarya Chandra Kfrti, the High priest, the greatest 
acholar of his age.’'^ 

At first the advent of the Indians ss tradersor colontsts 
was peaceful, for if they came as individual traf'ers they 
would be welcomed ; an i if they came in numbe’s to set up 
indepepdent communities, there was osuafly room in so 
thiply populated a land' But as time went on there was 
less room, at anv rate to the places most worth having.'’^ 
•Thas we hear of the Talaing hero Alba^Kumma (Prince 
Asah), aoepbew of Kiog Wimala of Pegu, repulsing the 
Hindu focces aod aei2ing seven ships and hve hundred 
Hindu strangers.* The struggle lor ascendency between 
Brabcnanism aod Buddhism is mentiooed in the Mbn records. 
We have the story of the conversion to Bud *hism Of the 
heretic king of Pegu, Tissa, by Bhadradevi, the daughter of 
a merchant of Pegu. As one of the maritime provioces of 
Burma, Tbaibn became a place of refuge to a great number 
of Buddhist fugitives from India, hence Buddbisa prevailed 
over Brahmanism. It is said that the refgn of Ponnarika 
and Tektba Rasa represent a period of rdfgioua strife of 
Brahmaoisu aid Buddhists estendiog over about three 
bunored years, and lasting until the eoDC|uesi of Thatbn by 
Anawrata about 1056 A.D. Accounts glvun by Arab writers 
of the pth aod 10th centuries mention some of the products of 
Ramanys. The articles of export to India comprise, besides 
silver and gold, fine cotton cloth, a ro e which could be 
passed through a ring, aloes*wood, and from the abundance 
of elephants, ivory cnuat be added. This contrasts curiousJj 
with the Hce, teak, aod oil by which Burma is known to» 
day. It shows that the scanty population of the ancient 


* Svriia G4i9tttfr, VeL 1, pages S45^ 

* Sit i aii . ^iyi'Mffrwf,p.ts. 

* Harrey.syViSsfy^StirMSip. S 

* HcTf of th* founding of P%gn 
Suhsf^utni ftnMsion ;Wm lnMat<SieiVt ^ Aot/Ctfey. 
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-world were self*sufficio|f and had no need to itnport these 
articles from Borma. ‘‘ The imports bcloded piece-goods 
from the Cbola kingdom id Madras and BuddbUt images 
from Upper lodia. Possibly there was a regular msDO. 
factare of such im^ea for the Buraia market long after 
Buddhism died out in Upper India.” * 

During the 9th to the iithceatiicy a.D„ the kingdom of Tlie C^be 
Camboja seems to hive extended from the Golf of Martaban 
loToDKin, Thetambojaa kings of ihe period favoured 
Brabmaoism rather tbao Buddhism. To this source 
doubtless must be attributed the traces of Shivaism in 
That6n,* Tbe Cambojan ioflocDce is visible id the tablets 
found at Tbdgya-pay i tMuldk Pagoda) in Thatdn.^ That the 
country of the M^ds was in the ptn and loth centuries 
A^', a dependency of tbe kingdom of Camboja Is 
questioned oy Mr. Stewart io (he Dutrict ffaiefttef, 

page 1 5 . 

" J be most recent authority oo Cambodian History, 

Lecldre, dors oo‘ support this conjecture : on ^be contrary 
st is clear that Cambodia bad great difficulty in secnciog its 
bold over whac Is now Siam and at (he mosr may have 
occasionally controlled the sca-board of Tenasserlm. 

(Ledbre Histolrc du Cambodge, 19x41 Ch. X.).” * 

Thatbn history, aa recorded by M6a and Burmese 
writers, goes back 10 ao exceedingly remote period and its 
earlier chapters deal with eveois that are for tbe most 
part legendary, 

*' Before Gaudama appeared there reigned a certain Legend^ 
king Teetha. in the ancient city of ToO'peog.oa In the beginnings- 
country of Karanaka. He had two sons, Teeiba Kooma 
and Thiba Kooma, M’ho determined on abaodoulag the 
world and becoming hermits. Leaving their borne they 
went to dwell on separate msuntains (dissa^ri fir 
ZingyatA, and SindAiwtt^'rt tr Zwegabin] ^ near the sea 
oot far from the future site of Tba-htooo, Once when 
walking on ihe shore tbey found two eggs which had been 
laid and abaodoned by a female Naga who came up out of 
the sea. From these issued two children whom tbe hermits 
brought up I one died when ten years old. bat being; born 
again in Mitbila became, while yet a child, a disciple of 
Gaudama. The other, of whom the elder hermit had 
ebarge. lived io the forest till he was seveoteeo when, by 

^ Harvey. Hishry of Burma, pp. lOrii. 

' Ferehnamirer’a Fritt page a;. 

* NfitotoniktAnU^uWcit^RamaaHiAtti, page 16. 

* Siewartf iS 

^ V ?y\nry^,C9lU£H9mo/TkaUmHitUrit» 

pp. 47 - 48 * 
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the help ofTpakya,' he boilt ThatSn aod ruled under the- 
title of Thee ha*ra-?a.'** 

" The Great CbTooicIe sap that id the life-time of ilw 
Lord, King Asokadbammaraja ruled in Thattn- But it 
t«Id at length in the Ttal&n Chronicle that during the 
reign of SiharajS, who had b^en brother ol the saiot Asbin 
Gavampatif the t^rd invited by the saint Ashin Gavacn* 
pall came ever to 'I hatfin, called Sovappabhflmi ; that 
after the Lord entered the bliss of fatinifvtna , the saint 
Ashin Gavampatj brought the thirty-two tooth relics and 
offered them to King SiharSja to worship ; and so forth, 
King S»har5ja had floutiahed for sixty years, when the 
Lord entcred the bliss of f artnirvgne. Tea years later he 
entered the world of spirits, and his son Siciroasoka became 
king. Thus it is seen ihal io two places the; Cbronicle 
agrees not with the That&o Chronicle.'* 

Eight and forty kings, beginning from SihaiijS and 
end log in Manuha, roled Thatfin, klogs of glory, domimoo, 
and power, always upholdmg the Lord’s religion.' 

According to a V6n Uadi lion, Sihar5ja consulted bis 
ofThaisn fosler-lathcr, ihe Risbi ot Ziogyaik in choosing the site 
Ciiy.itssne of the city of Thatdn and be was advised to select a 
and palace, where gold wa? found, and to which a large population 

would be a traded In a short tim-.* The grounds 
occupied by the esistiog Civil Hospital and Nandawgoiv 
poogyi kyaung ate said to be the Skte oi th: place ol 
Siharajfl aod Manuba. 

The date of Ihe foundation of Thatdn is quite legeodary. 
The M6n aod Burmese writers would fix the date as some- 
where in the lytb century B.C.* Uoubtless Thaton was. 
in ancient times a flourishing port aod the original seat of 
(be Mbu kingdom, knowo in P^i literature as RSmaSSadeia* 
First According to the Burmese aod M6n histories (wfr 

BoddhUt missionaries Sona and Uttara were deputed to 
M ission } Suvannabbumi by the third Buddhist Council held at 
gJJJ*' d Pataliputra (the modern Patna) in the third century B.C. 
itiBsra. 'Hiis first Buddhist mission is mentioned in the Buddhist 
writings preserved In Ceylon and elsewhere, particolarly 
the Mehavamsa, and in the K alyani insorlptioos of Pegn-* ' 

• 1 Sakra, the chief of the second (devaloka. 

s SrUuM Burma Goteitar. Vot Lpp. s«3*4. 

' s Tin aod Luce, Glut Palau CkroftieU^ P- 70, 

j ♦ 'TawSeinKo. e four in ports o/Amhsrsi, 

1 Sfivsiy ond Ptgu Pisirietty pp- 11 ( ond r t e. 

i ' * Taw Sek» Sou:t r$moris on ATafyenf InstnpMns p, a j. 

BjHlilhBorirsGsietieer, Vol II. p.7H- 

• Imperial Gsteueer of India (Burma), Volume I, p. 4*5 f 
Fwchhsmmer Sota on ihs Earh History and Gugrapky of 
\ Britiik Burma—fl^Ths Pint Buddhist Mission M 
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Tb«0e two mUsionarks evangelised Thatda where they 
had 60,000 converts. The MahSvamsa gives the following 
accountAccotnpamed by the there yttara, the disciple 
Sona repaired to Suva^oabhQmi. In those days, as soon 
as an infant was born, a marine moQater) emerging from 
the ocean, devoured it and disappeared, i^t theparlicvUr 
period 01 this mission) a prince was born in a certain 
piace. The inhabitants seeing the priests and taking 
them to be the emissaric's of this rat^khasii arming them* 
selves, surrounded them f<r the purpose of destroying 
them. 

The tberos, having ascertained what their object was, 
thus addressed them : *We a^e pious ministers atd not 
the emissaries of the rakkhasi.’ The mo ester, with her 
train, at this instant emerged from the ocean Hearing of 
this (visitation) the concourse of people gave a great about 
of horroT. The thero causing {by his power of working 
miracles) aoother band of terrifying monsters to spring up 
of douVle that numerical power surrounded the rakkha^ 
and her train on alt sides. She concluding this land had 
been appropriated by thesr, terrified fled. Establishing 
the protection of true faith over that land in all quarters 
in (hat assembly the thero preached the BrahmajSli dis* 
course (of Buddha). A great moltitud'* of people attained 
the salvation aoQ the state of piety of that faith. Sixty 
thousand became eminently endowed with the knowledge 
of its doccr.nes 

Though in the past Thatdn has been identified as the 
landing'pUce of Sona and Uttara, it should be mentioned 
that Dr. Forcbhamroer has shown weighty reasons for 
placing (he scen<^ of these events at Golanagara which fs 
identified with TaikkaU or Kalataik at the fool of the 
Kelatha hills, the mins of this town are still extant ' 
between the present Ayelthdma and Kinywa,* 

Accr^rding to tradition the great apostle Boddbagboea Buddha* 
is reputed to have brought a complete set of the Baddhisc sheea. 
scriptures Irom Ceylon to Thatflo in the 5tb century a>c». 

Donbt has, hoMever, been th own not only on this tradition 
tut also on the adveot of the two missionaries, Sona and 
Uttara.* Beyond these events we know little of the early 

t Forchhammef, f^9ies ok the flatly History ^nd Geography of 
BriUsh Eurntaill The First Buddhxit MissiOK to 

fip -t—a* 

* Dltto^) .pp. and I6- 

* British Burnte Gassiieer, page > 44 : Htnrey ffisiofy Ot 

gurmt, paces so**9> Gaeetteef of inMa [Burma), VoU t, 

pages 4is*6 ; Tin aM Lose Clast Palace ChtoHieln pages 46 '$Q. 
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history oI That6a. According to the Kalyaoi loaeriptiooej 
the period extending from the esUbliohment of Buddbism by 
Sonxand Uttara to the reign of Macuha. lasted over tbirtaea 
centurtea, during which *' the power of RSmaBSadeaa 
declined, because civil diaseosiooa arose and the exleoaiTe 
country was bioken up into separate priacipalitiea, because 
the people suffered froio famine aod pestilence, and 
because to the delricneot of the propagation of the 
excellent religion, the country was conquered by the army 
of the seven kings.* Dr. Porcbhammer explains chat the 
political history of the Talaings during the 6th to Che lith 
ceoturies is a blank because, during this periodj tbe ancient 
kingdom ol Kbmer or tamboja was at the height of its 

f ewer and it extended from V t Gull ol MarCabaa Co 
ookio The country of tbe Talaings was* perhaps, 
a depeodeocy of the same klogdom in the 9th 
century; hence the silence of their records during that 
period.* 

AM«tats*s Not long before bis death actuated it is said by a desire 
eeoqum. to obtain the copy of tbe Baddbist scriptures which had 
been brought from Ceylon by t 5 uddbagosa, Anawraii in« 
vaded Thaton. The account of the capture of Thatbn is 
given at great length in tbe H man nan Yazawio.* Tbe follow 
ing account is taken from ’Harvey’s History of BwmAi 
pages ^5 to tp. Shin Arahan, son of a That6o Brabmao, 
came to P^au In 1056. He was a Talaing monk ol tbe 
Tberaveda school of southern Buddhism, who burned to 
evangalise the heathen land of Upper Burma. $hia 
Arahan brought no sacred books, for writiiog was still a 
rare gift. His irission could not ibrive without them and 
he urged Ana* rata to procure copies from Thaton where 
there were thirty complete sets of the Tripitaka, the 
three scriptures. Envoys were sent but returned with an 
Insulting refusal. Stung to auger, Anawratl marched on 
Tbatbo with all his m<n. Kyansittba, though still in his 
early teens, rode with the levies. They went down the 
river» foot, horse aod elephants. The land forces crossed 


^" The seven kings alluded lo app^r to refer to theauc&ehrhowaus 
Oibes inhabiting thevaJley ol tVie $iiUng and Salween rivers before 
theadveni of Che Talaings, saeh as the Taungihus, Kerens, Yaheins, 
iwmnsate ef whore are »till found acsltered in what was once the 
Talaing kingdom; or to Ihe Caiebodian Princes i^ose power was 
pafimount in ludO'China between the dth s«d 7th centuries a. 0.” 
Taw Sein Ko ** Sotno nmarkt on ihi KaivAiti 
page 0. 

■ Pbrchhammer, Jai^dstu Pria Su^t P^^ 

* Tin and Loee*! ufaii Potlau pages 46-5D; Hmvmm 

y«tvtin, Vol.' I, page 
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tbd Sittang river, and the boats went by the Hlaing river 
•and along the coast. ThatAn was dtcayiog but any walled 
town waa impregojble save to scarvatloo, and the 
Bnrinese bad to undertake a three months'aiege ; fnotcover, 
the town was guarded by the spirit of a dead Indian brave 
and tell only aiier Anawratahad exhumed bis remains and 
cast them loto the »ea.'’ 

' Now the king of AHmaddanapura (Pagao) mustered 
bis army and roJe bis horse and came to the city of Tha> 
ton in the land of Thudam&wadi. He compassed itrouad 
about and beleaguered it for three mo mbs straigtitly. And 
those wiibio could get neither food ntr drink, and they 
were exceedingly afamisbed, and so great was their 
hunger that they ate one another; and maD/ perished 
thereby. The tour warriors (Kyanziitba, Nyatiag-u*hpi, 
Nga Htweyu, Nga-LoD.Letp^) eotered th * city on their 
^yiag horses, and slew maoy Then the folk could no 
Jong**? abide such sufferings ; and on the mornleg of 
Monday the eleventh waxing of Nayon, the moon being in 
the cuaosiOQ ofVIsakhaj in the year 4a, king Maouha sur- 
/ rendered hirnself. And the king of Atimaddaospurai havi ng 
possession ol kbgManuha, took away the saintly monks 
who were full of learning and piety ; be took away the 
monks who krew the Three Scriptures and tbe four Books 
•of Divination; be cook them all to the land of Arimaddaoa* 
{>ura, He chained king Maouha with go I Jen chains and 
•led him captive. From that time henceforth Tbatba was 
desolate, but Pagan that is called Arimaddaoa flourished 
like unto a heavenly city. {Pa^IaI Ckr 9 >iiclA.)' 

This is tbe end of That on a? a royal city, and she could 
not recover her prosperity by sea trade because ttie rece* 
diog coastline left her high and dry. Like some great 
glittering snake the viciotlous host uncurled its long 
length and set cot through the delta creeks with a captive 
chief and court, all the monks, and an eotlre population 
numbering 30,000; but tbe pride of tbe Burmese was Ma. 
nuha's thirty*two white elephants, each laden with scriptures 
aod relics. On all sides the chieftains hastened to make 
submission to the new power ; he rased tbe walls of Prome 
and stripped Its pagoda of the relics ensbrioed since the 
days of Che traditional chief, Duttapaung—>he would have 
iio rival fortress, be would teach the Pyus to look to Ps^an 
•alone for reiigios. 

After arriving at Pagan, Mannha waa at frst treated 
with coQsideratioo. At Myinkaba, south of tbe city, he 
built Nanpaya; it contains bis throne room. Feeling 
anxious as to bla future he looked at the great jewelled 
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riog on his finger and thought ‘It would not bo mine 
(or long. They will take tbis too when they like.' S> 
be sold it to a Myinkaba mercbaot for aix cartloads of 
silver which he s^ot in building the Maouba temple there. 
Soon alteri bia foreboding came true, for Anawrata dedica. 
ted him and bisfatoily as slaves to the Sbuezigon Pagodai 
tbu2 reodericig them outcasts f r ever. To this day the 
headman of Nyaung-u west village, close under the pagoda, 
is believed by bis followers to be Manuka's line and is- 
treated with unusual deference. 


fbtory after 

inawrats's 

onqueat* 


The influx of Thai 60 captives, many of them crafts* 
men, helped to civilise the ncrtfa^ and there were three 
immediate results. Firstly Shin Arsbari gained many 
helpers from the That6n clergy, and got all the scriptures 
be wanted, housing them in the Tiipltakataik library 
building which is still to he seen at Pagan. Secondly, 
Pali supersedes Sanskrit as the normal language of the 
sacred books, and Hinayana teaching supersedes Northern 
Buddhism. Thirdl/, tbe Burmese adopted the Talaing 
alphabet and for the Rrst time wrote their language—the 
earliest inscription io Burmese isdatrd 105S, the year after 
the conquest." 

After (he conquest by Anawrata, the kingless town of 
That6n ceased to receive the attention of chroniclers and* 
we have no furiher record of its fortunes. It is to be 
presumed that its fortunes became merged with those of 
the Afdn country which was much reduced in area by 
Anawrata, culm nating in the total a* negation o* the Mbn 
country to the Burmrse kingdom of Pagan. To the king¬ 
dom of Pa^an they remained annexed, (apart from 
occasional revolts by Burmese governors or casual Sbao 
incursions) until 1281 A.D, when they became at least 
partially independent under the rule of an adventurer 
named Wareru, a Shan pedlar born at Doowun in Thatdn. 
He founded a dynasty and became tbe sole ruler of Lower 
Burma comprising the three provinces of Bastein, Pegu, 
and Martaban, Tbe kingdom lasted till 1540 a.D., when 
it was conquered by a Burmese dynasty from Toongoo, 
which soon annexed Upper Burma as well. This event 
ItTolved tbe final extinction of political independence* 
Save for a few shortlived revolts and other, mainly locals 
episodes and for a brief and revolutionary interval in tbe 
letb ceolury, when a temporary Mdn revival threatened to 
turn tbe tables and subject Burman to M6n rale, the Mbo» 
of Burma now lemsined definitely subject to tbe Burmese 
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uotil the w&Tb df the i^th ceotury brought one great 
seclioo oi them aad eooa afterwards the remainder uoder 
British rule. 

The portion of the Burmese territory which first 
came under the sovereignty of (be British were the pro« 
vioces of Arekan and Teaasserim, which were ceded by 
the Treaty of Yandaboo^ coocloded os the 24ch February 
1826, aoQ which brought to a conclusion the first Burmese 
war,* “ Martaban was easily occupied by the British in 
(his war>bat was afterwards given np: what is now Thatfln 
District, with the excepttoo of that pari ot it lying to the 
east of the Salween, being returned to the Burmese. 

In the seeool Burmese war, Martaban was occupied 
by a force tioJer General Godwin in 1852, and held 
the end of (he war, when the whole of Thatdn 
District was taken over by the British.* 

After forming for many yearsportions of the old 
Sbwegyin and Am heist Districts, loatfin was eventually 
constituted a separate Deputy Commissioner’s charge 
in and its limits have been altered but once 

00 aoih September 1918 by the tran^^ of seventeen 
village tracts from Kyaikto township to Thanatpin 
township in Pegu District.^ The annexation of Upper 
Burma was the signal for a serious Insurrection headed by 
the Mayangyaung and Kyaukkalat pongyla in the Bilin 
and Kyaikto townships of the District. It was not 
suppressed till the assistance of the troops had been 
called in.* 

When Maouha'a grandfather, Asififiaraja was king the 
two kala brothers were shipwrecked near Tbaton 
and they reached the town riding in‘*Byats" (wooden 
trays), hence their namea Byatwi and Byatta. They 
were adopted by the chaplain of the Thatfin King. 
They proceeded to roast and eat the corpse of a magician 
(Zawgyi), which made them each as Strong as a full grown 
male elephant. When Maauha became king, be grew afraid 
of such powerful servants and tried to get rid of them. 
Byatta escaped to Pagan and took service nodet Anawrata, 
but his elder brother [Byatwi) was killed and (he king 
boried difie ent parts of the body with magical rites at 


I The Sritlsh Burma Manual, V0J.I, page IX, 
s Impsnal G82auer pt India < 8 unnah 1 , page 40s. 
t ThaiSn Garetler, Vol. b, page 

i /farativt ef tht iHiUrn^cn in th4 Ttn^$rim Division 

by Colonel Plane, Commisilonet, TeiMwerlm Divialon, in 
ThatOn District PeDItleaJ Pile No. ly of 1885 ; Imperial O^tteer 
of India (Burma), Vol. 1, page 40s. 
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pUced rauod the city ot Thatftn eo as to make it 
savulocrable. Wbeo Asawrata dug them up aod fiuog 
them into the sti, the water shot up as hfga as a palm 
tree.* The Ziagyaik pagoda is ascribed to the royal 
chaplain and two other am all pagodas oa Hlowapu^of 
(he ZiDgyaik hill are said to have been built by By at a! and 
Byatta with H^^yata' eoahrioed in them. 

The Talamgs are, historically, one of the two most lia* 
portant peoples speaking /\ustroasiacic languages, Various 
theoricaas to the derivation of the name “ Talaing ” have 
been given by eminent scholars. According to Phayre 
the name is a corruption of Telingans. an equivalent of 
Kalioga, whence so m*nv of them came. Both Messrs. 
Harvey asd Taw Smn Ko support this theory,* Captain 
Forces and Dr. Porchbammer questioa this. The 
Talaiogs call themselves " Mdn’\ and it has been said that 
there is no trace of the former oame prior to Alsungpaya^a 
conquest/ w^o stigmatized ibe M6ns with an appellation 
meaning dowoiroddca the word Talaiog" b ing made 
up of the Mftn root (c^) iain to tread upon, and Che 
nominal particle (co) fa. Althongb since then the word 
Talaing ''written Tanlain has been found in some 

of the earliest inscriptiunsi the modern Mha, particularly 
those of the Amherst District, evidently consider t> e name 
“ Talaing" as a term of reproach, and to remove Che stigma 
the Government has directed in a circular^ tb«t the word 
shall be used instead of the word ''Talaiog” 
as the oAcial oame of (he race/ language and literature. 

With a view to elumdaie or supplement the above 
narrative where poasible, It has been (bought best to set 
forth fresh material’s obtained from a new school of research* 
ifi the following rgjumij instead of ijeorporatin/( them In 
the former, compiled from the usual well knoAo sources. 
This arrangemene will afford the reader an opportunity to 
see tbe subject io a different perspective, and will, it is 
hoped, help him to draw hla own theories where tbe stoiy 
is vague or ambiguous. 


» Cf, Tin and Luce, Glass Palace CkronicU, pages 75-7#. 

^ ffisiory 0/Burma, paiga 6 i Taw Seln Ko—Burmeu 

Siet^tstp.’^ SI. 

9 Circular ietcet No. i74D*to, dated the >91)1 Jaly 1930 from the 
Chkf Secretary to the Oovemment of Burma, Home and Pdincal 
OeptrUenc. 

* Compiled horn cotes obujned from Mr. G. H. Laca, 1.8.S«» 
Reader in Far Sasten History, Unlvsnity Collsge, Raogooo. 
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“ Tbe first Mia iRscriptiooSj datiag from about the 
7th century, are foand, not in Burma but at Lopburiio 
Siam. Tbe kingdom of Dvaravati lo those parts was tbeo 
at its height. On the west^ so Chioese sources tell us, * it 
bordered the oceao*, from which it wouH appear that it 
controlled a part of Tenasserim possibly including Thaton. 
To the north it colonised Lamphua (Harlpufijayn), a Utile 
to tbe south of Zimtne (Chieogmai), a Mdn kingdons, which 
seems to have s.ccessfuUy resisted the Nau*chao invasions 
wh ch overwhelmed the Pyus and pare ot southern Burma 
sc £38*^3$ U appears that relatiooa are henceforth 
close betueen tbe M6 d kingdoms of tbe triangle between 
Lampbuu, Thatdn and Lopburi. Perhaps hereabouts was 
the country of ( ? -RidSo) described by the 

merchant Sul ay min and Other Persian and Arab writers of 
the Qtb and 10th ceutories' A.D. The passages are given 
in Harvey’s History of Burma, page 10 ; but the ideoti* 
fication U not qeite certain for Rahmi is said to be at war 
with RistrakGta aLd Gujerat! 

The Chinese sources give ns longlUts of places and 
peoples in Burma duriog tbe 8th to 9th Centuries, but 
T hatdn d oe s n ot appear to be in c lud ed amongst them. It is 
however, meoIioued in tbe i6th century Pali Cbronides of 
Lacnpbuo,the CantAdfritAfkiA and which 

give an interesting but obscure account of the events which 
led up to tbe eaptare of Tbaton. During the first half of 
tbe IItit century ifae king cl Lampbua Trftbaki, started a 
campaign against Lopburi, which appears to have been 
cap'ured in the meantime by the king of Sri Dbanomaraja 
(Sri Thammarat orLigor) on the Malay Peninsi^. Tbe tat* 
tet’s sou, SQryavatman I, fonndeda new dynasty at Angkor, 
Camboja, which appears to have controlled the whole of 
SouthRrn Siam. Sor^avarman T tried in vain to conquer 
Lampbuo, that is to say, tbe Mdos of nortbero Siam. 
About 1050 A.D., lowever, Lampbon was swept by an 
epfdvmic of cholera. Tbe peof^e emigrated in masscn 
^dtianmapvrsj r.;. 1 batdn, bot they were drivea tbeoce 
by the king of Pagan, Aouruddbai ij,, Anawrata, and took 
refuge at HamsSvstl, s.v. Pegu, wbes»ce they retoroed some 
year' later to Lampbun. The inhahitants of Ham^vati, 
so tbe CimadevivArnSA tells us, were ** bound to them by 
nrutnal affection because tbe speech w^s identical without 
Ibe amaUtst oiflereoce. 

There are obvious difficulties in this account which 
needs u^exatlon. If Aonwreta evicted tbe lites ef 
Lampbua from Tbaton, is it likely or even pns^lrabat be 
would have aDowed them to remme ia peace at Pags^ 
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However, the above eccoont doabUesscontaiDi a good deal 
of genuioe bUtoff in spite of the obscuritj^ of (be details. 
If we coropare it with accounts given in the Bnrnese and 
M6n Ohronicles, we see (hat tbe Haiaocan Yazawin has 
attributed to Anawrata two invasions of Lower Burma 

(i) lowards the beginniog of bis reign ao invasion 
beaded by himself at tbe instigation of Shin Arahan which 
calreinatcd in the capture of Thaton and its iCing Manuba. 

(ii) Towards tbe end of his reign an invasion headed 
by Kvantitfba and bis three paladins Nga Htweyu> Nga* 
Loo-Letph and NyauDg>u*hpL intended to defend ’U»aS' 
Pbgu* against a Gy warn (or Krom), i*a., Comhojan army. 
Tbeir victory resulted in the presentation to Anawrata ofa 
hair relic aod of the Princess Maoicanda. The problenia 
connected with these two invasions, which were probably 
one, are discussed at lenglhj by Mr. G H« Luce io the 
Jouroal of the Burma Research Society, Vol* Xlf, Part I, 
April i92t. Anawrata seems to have destroyed Thatdn 
fairly effectively, for the place hardly figs res at all during 
the dynasty. There are, however, some inscriptions now 
at the Pathodawgyi Pag>da, Amatapursi which 'profess to 
(ell tilt subsequent history of Manuha 'and hia family. 
Though old» these inscriptions are certainly not original. 
The dates menlioued in them are largely unreliable, and it 
remaios a questioo what germ of truth they contain. They 
probably contain some troth. Manuba was kept, it appears, 
is boaourable captivity at Myinkaba, a vill^e a mile south 
of Pagan, where U built some colossal images which are still 
to be seen is the Manuha Pagoda. It is very questiooabfe 
if be was made a pagoda slave as the chronicles assert. 
When he died is doubtful. One would like to know what 
was t^e attituiie of the^ family to Nga Ramankan who 
beaded tbe Mda revolt in SawWa reign and for a time 
appears to have made Myiakaba bis ^e while be was 
besieging Pagan. The defeat of Nga Ramaoken is said to 
have led to the accession of KyantfUha. Tbe inscriptions 
above referred to, of queatiouable date and value, may pos* 
sibly (uToish a clue to the circumstances of bis accession. 
They record bow the grandson of Manuha, Asavatdhammi^ 
son of Sudbdrnmar 3 j», apparently planoiog a rising, bid tbe 
royal barge at Monpt Popa, but was persuaded to restore it 
(o tbe king, here called Narapatisltbu (meauing thereby ? 
Kyansittha), lo consideration, amongst other tblogs, of a 
marriage between the king^s daughter, Sbwe-ein-tbi and 
AsavatdbarnmI’s son. Nigasaman. This at least is true, 
that Kyansittba favoured the Mbos extremely; bis main 
iascriptions are all ia Mho aod daplicates were placed io 
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Lower as well as Upper Burma. The fact that he was suc¬ 
ceeded by his graadson, Alaung^thu, while bis grateful soo^ 
Rajakumftra, was still alive, would have a more plausible 
explaoation than the cue givea in the Chronicles if the son 
was debarred from the succession by a solemn oath in 
favour ot the grandson pledged by Kyanrittha at tbe 
beginning of bis reign If so» tbe accession of Alaung* 
althu womd mark the union of the two royal hou<eSj 
Burmese and Mdn.—This theory is attractive, but of course 
it remains at present onlv a theory.’’ 

ihe History of Lamphun, etc., see the TiullfiSa de 
fEedt Ffanfaise d' Evirtsic^OrieHtt VoUXXV. Kos. I,e. pp.aj R. 

CHAPTER II. 

Part a.^ARCHASObOGv. 

Of archaeological remains few exist at the present 
day in Tbatdn District and beyond the imperfect mounds, 
marking the ramparts 0’ tbe old city, and some pagodas, 
little of interest is to be seen. The three principal pagodas, 
Shwe*2a-yan, Thagya and Yan-auag, are however in a 
good state of preservation, and have no doubt retained 
Ibeir original shape in spite of various accessions from 
without. 

The old city of That60 appears to have been built on 
'tbesime plan as tbe more modern cities of Ava and 
Mandalay. 

^ The ground plan of (be outer rampart Is a square or 
•oblong witbio which is an open space of about 150 feet, and 
then a second but lower,wall, rampart, or moat. Ths east 
and west inner walls are each 7.^700 feet long while those 
on the north and south a*e about 4,000 feet eachy eocloS' 
iug a space of anout 700 acres, The angles, however, 
are not exact right angles, The centre of the city is the 
fortiRed royal citadel measuring from the north to south 
1,080 feet, and east to west 1,150 feet. This was for tbe 
•defence of tbe palace, the ' throne room ’ being, at is now 
tbe case at the Burmese capital, nearly, tbe centre point 
0! (be city. There are two gates or spaces for entrance 
iti the northern and soutberu faces of the rampart, but It 
is impossible to say how maoy on the eastern and western. 
•Of the citadel no remains exist save those of a small 
pagoda at one uoroer, (he shape of which is not discern^ 
ible. The walls are of earth and is some places much 
worn away, but aome pi aces appear to have been faced 
•with rough stones." ’ 

I British Punna Gasetter, Vol il, page 715. 
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Sbwe-za*7an or Thatdn pagodA is one of (bemos( aocie&r 
and celebrated of all in Tbatfti district. It bears to its coo* 
structioo evidences of its great age thongb It is certain that 
it cannot claim the origin given to it by Burmese chroni- 
ders, according to whom, it was founded in 5g4 B.C. by 
SiharSja, king of Suvdn^abbQml, of which country Thatho 
was the capital, to commemorate the visit of Gotama 
Buddha. Daring the reign of Tsawta-Kcomma it was said 
to have been rebuilt by Soaa and UUara, the two Buddhist 
saints who btd been commissioned by the great Buddhist 
Council held at Pataliputra in the 3rd century B.C. to 
teach and preach in t^lmafitiadesa. ’ 


’^•*aa7» Tbe above account is no» authentic. According to the 
SJeJnCk* swended list of Ancient Monuments in Burroa (igai) 

Fagoda. pagoda was built in the jtb. century B.C. by King 
Thuriya'Candra Maba Duftabauog, enshrining four teeth 
of Godama Buddha. It Is of the usual shape. It is said 
to have beeo built over. Near it are three square pagodas. 
The principal of these, Thagya or Myatheiodan pagoda, 
lies on the eastern side of the great pagoda, and 
thoti|b rather neglected, it still exhibits signs of having 
once been a beautiful and elaborate structure. '' It is built 
entirely (as are almost all pagodas in that part of the 
country which was inhabited by the Talaiog) of hewn 
Uterite.* 'ibe lower base is 104 feet square and 1$ feet 
high; the second storey is 70 feet square and s64 feet high 
above this is another storey, 48 feet square and is feet 
high, epos which, there is a round pagoda, tbe whole 
Structure being about feet in height, but as the last two 
parts, vis., the (bird arorey and the bell, have been rebuilt, 
it is impossible to say what was the original height . . 

. Tbe whole face of the pagoda has beeo carved in 
patterns, but the most remarkable is the second storey to 
which access Is given by four flights of steps, one In the 
centre of each face. About half way up the face are 
receases aooutfour inches deep and two feet three ajid a half 
inches by two feet three Inches. Into this are let red clay 
entablatures’on which various figures aie depicted la relief. 

I BrUish Burioa Gazetteer, Vol. If, page 44. 

sCblefiy because in my opinlan lateriie is readily obtainable in 
ThatOo* According to Mr. Taw Sdo Ko the eziiienee of several 
tanks in the vidnity of the pagoda Indicates the source whence this • 
buil^TC Mteriai was obtained {Memorandum 0/ » Tcur in Tkaiin 
Dierict l>0«—»• 

• A description of these lableu ts given In the Brttiib Bniwu 
Queuecr, VuL Il« pages ;t7*4, and Motes «n the Anti quitfc e 
of FtfimeCfiedesa, pp. 16, 17. 
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Few &0W retnaio. and they are much mutilated: the scecet 
and coatGDies depicted however are very '‘curious” *. 
They a ret how’ever, for the purpose of the acitijuarUn of 
great iffiportance, as exhibiting midiaeval maooers 
and costumes. Many of them are mere grotesques, but 
others sre clearly meant to picture contemporary custom. 
The date of the construcCtoo of this pagoda is unkoowo. 
From the tablets rnentioaed above ia which CambodUa 
influence is visible, the date may be fixed as somewhere 
between t^e 6th and loth century A.D., * but this la merely 
coojecture, 

Mr. Taw Seia Ko writes 5 There ate five Talalng ina- 
criptioas at Thaton ; four in the eaclosure of the Sbweza- 
van pagoda, and the remaiolng one endar a baayan tree at 
Nyaung‘waing Their palaeography ladicates that 
their age is about ^oo yeara. Three brick buildings 
near the Sbwesayao pagoda are known as the librariee 
whence Anawratazaw, King of Pagan, is said to have 
removed the ' five elepbanHoads of Buddhist scriptures' 
in ro57 A.D.”* 

It is situated to the southeast of the Shwe*zayan 
pagoda at a distance of about a furlongs and within the 
compound o! the Yao-auag monastery which is i^posite 
the Government Anglo-VernacularHigh School, thatda. 
The pagoda fs supposed to have bMO boilt by Prince 
Kyaozittha to commenorate bis succes in redudng Thatdn 
town and seizing King Mannha with all bis family nndec 
the orders of Anawrati, King of Pagan, beuce Us name 
“ Yan*8ung which means “ Victory ”, It is in a good state 
of preservation. The monastery take Its name after the 
Yan aung Pagoda, 

The Zingyaik Pagoda, ” meaniog Hill 

of the feet of the Image,” Is situated ia the crest of the 
hills of the same name with an altUnde of feet. Long 
flights of granite steps lead up to it According to tradi- 
tioo ^this was built ia the itth ceotury A.D. by the 
Hermit, who was the adoptive father of 6/at‘wl and Byatta, 
ta, the two famccs hezoes cf M6a history mentioned in 
the previous pact. It is In a good state of preservation. 


1 Britbh Burma GazeUesr, VOl. 11. Mges 71^ 

) Nous On (be AntieaitieS of Ramsflfiadess, psge 16. 

^ Mr, Taw Seiri Ko^s M^ntoraiidum e/ a Uur in parif ^ iht-' 
Amhcnit Sh^tgyin •ndPcgtt Dislnds, pig* tis. 

i Amended list of Andent Monumeatsm Burma, page 6. 
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Acccrdiog to M6n tra<KtiOD, Um cane Is a cornsptioo of 
..... . Kvalk-ithwobeio? derived aa folio ws: 

Ky.,k^,.yo P.g«l., i„'M8n lacgukge the wd-Kyaik" 
(cqS) meairt “ pagoda '* and ** yo " (c^') to carry or ih« 
bead/* in Pali fbe word " ilhl" (g^*) raeaosa hermit and 
iherefore the name means the pagoJa carried on the 
bermit'a bead; the tradition *i that after tbe hermit 
had obtained the hair from tbe Buddha, he was carrying it 
«o his head inside his bair knot till he found a boulder 
^faich resembled bis head, and so be built tbe pagoda on it 
ensbrioing tbe relic, substitudog tbe boulder for bis 
own head. The pagoda, about 15 feet high, is situated on 
ibe bill of I he same name od the ridge between Sittang 
and Salween. It is built on a huge, almost egg^ehaped, 
rounded graoitoid boulder perched on the very summit of 
a projecting and sheWiog tabular rockj which la itself is 
oeparated several feet from the mouatain by a rent or 
chasm, now spanned by a arc all foot bridge of iron and on 
'(be further side drops down perpendicularly into a valley 
below. On the eat re me verge of this sloping rock lable, 
•and actually overhanging ic by nearly balfi is perched this 
wonderful boulder (now completely gilded with gold), 
thirty (eetbigh and surmounted by the pagoda By gently 
rocking the boulder a thread esn be passed underueath ; 
it appears as if the additional weight of a few poundst or 
a strong wiud, would send it sliding down from tbe place 
it iias occopied for unknown ceoturies crashing over three 
thousand feet Info tbe sloping valley beneath and we know 
not what freakish law keeps it in its position but pious 
Buddhists attribute it to tbe power of tM relic eoshriMd 
•in ihe pagoda. This relic is a bair of. GdUim givoo 
lo a hermit residing on the mouatain by the Buddha him¬ 
self as be was returning from the second heaven of the 
whither be had gone to preach the law to bis mother, < 
Tbe pagoda is said to have been built during the llfe*time 
of (be Buddha over 2400 years ago. It is of considerable 
celebrity and attracts crowds of worshippers aimually, 
•cUedy at tbe full moons of TtiUuHg and tagu. ft is the 
ambition of every pious Buddhist to go on a pUgriciage to 
4 bs renown>16 pagoda at least once in his life-time. 

Kyaikkalumpun Pagoda at Sittang is of archxologleal 
„ ^. . interest. Literal ly tbe name has bee 0 

K^ikk^umpun ** 


Pagoda. 


explained ss meaniog the pagoda of 
the loo arms or embraces (cqjS^o^). 
T'be following account is eitracted from tbe Li'it of 


’ BHtish Burma GaMtteer, Vol. II, p. afo. 
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0/ Antiquarian aAd ArchgoUgieat intertjf in 
Bfitisk Burma, 1899 r*—“ One handred * hit us' (moosterR) 
meetiog Gautama Buddha in the jungle, joioed aiixia td 
confine bimt bat as he at ooce rose to a niracDlous height, 
tbe7 could not make their arms meet eren round one of Sis 
feet. Finding Mm more (ban mortal ^ they worshipped 
him ; whereupon he preached aud gave them a hair Trom 
his hcad> over which Thaketa, minister of Kiog Weemaia 
of Pagan» comiog by bis maater's orders to the town of 
SUtaeg (circa 1167 A.D.), erected the present pagoda.’* 
From this tradition U appears that the name Kyaikkalum* 
pun is corrupted Irom the Mbo word Kyaik*kalok‘baa 
(o^Srooo3$e^) because Kyaik means Buddha, Kalokw 
monsters (c 3 o||s) and Badsto embrace.' 

There Is anoiber tradition to the effect that a war be¬ 
tween Pegu and Sittang was averted by an agreemeut that 
(he party which first completed its pagoda should have the 
victory. 'Vbe Peguans put up n tinsel edifice at night) 
whereupon (he people of Sittang, being deceived, gave in. 

Some restoratio s were effected a cenlniy ago and agald 
by (be cif'Myobk Maung Hmat, It is octagonal in shape 
and is a handsome structure built of late rite blocks, similar 
fn size to those of (he three pagodas at Kyaikto. A 
peculiarity rs a flight of steps leadiag to the top oo the 
'river face.” * 

Kyaikkatha, about 8 miles Dor{fa*west of Kyaikto, is 

KvfiikkAEha Paffoda. some objects of interest 

^ notably Paya ia t&ung or thousaod 
'pagodas. Few traces of them now remain, but the 
tradition concerning them stilt »^r^dves. Kyaikkatba 
is a Mda word which means the pagoda of Aths Prince. 
According to tbe legend, Wimala ascended the throne of 
Pegu after be had killed Tbamali, his cider brother the 
king and then he took the latter’s queen to wife. At this 
time she wss pregnant and fearing for her oflspriog, wevt 
hi to the jungle, where she was delivered of a son. ^is son, 
Atba Prince, was loiracolously eared for by a herd of 

t The Taletng Hbwry "SlSpat Rajiwei Palow ShiiA Roi" 
give* mother eaplaneilon. | qoute from Mr. Hamby's trauletlofi 

Tn »h« J.B.R S. Vol. XIII, l 9 > 3 ,^ 5f s . rmiwjation 

A Where the ststoes were broken and destroySfl, he [ICJne Tiiaa- 
rTObad theirrfathered togcihef in KVik Kbo Barb The Kme 
Kavinf ebtained’a hair Tolk, enshrined it in that place, and tofethn 
•with the heap of itatues, had.a pagoda built ever ft. They ealied it 
the Baw Bat pagoda. Baw Ret Ceccmbif corrupted, thev ca^lM » 
Kyak Klam Ba«. Afterwards Kyik Klam Baw havin/ baeome 
• corrupted, they called k Kytk Klam Bee uRtl] thb day.'* 
s dettlenaent Report (Ky^kio Subdivision), 1^96-97, op. 


f f- 
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buffaloes an^ grew to great sCreogth. Some years Uter^ 
wheo his step*father’s kingdom was tbreateoed by the King 
of Virianagardm, be cams dowo and defeated the eoemy^ 
champion in single combat. Theo the prince had honours 
heap^ upou him by the king, but this made the courtiers 
ao jealous that they determined to kill him. Hearing tbrs- 
the prince left the town wkh his fosCer-morbeXi Nan 
Karaing (Ui-Nao-Gluin) the queen of the buffaloes^ and 
came to a place where he founded the town which was after* 
wards known as Kyaikkstba from the pagoda having that 
Dame, A mermaid, Msrimbgda, felt in love with hits and,, 
assuming human form, married him, Athj Prince’s fame 
waxed great, for he was the only descendant of (he gods (his 
grandmother was queen o^ the dragons) left arroog human 
beings. A Princess of Cambodia detcrmioed to go to him, 
and with I coo knights, dressed in gold, set out for Kjaik* 
katba. But this did not please Maniringala, and as soon as 
the princess arrived near the town, (he mermaid killed Atba 
Prince to prevent him marrying another queen. The 
Princess of Cambodia, MaSaa Myaing, refosed to be com¬ 
forted, and having buiit a town dose by called Mosomyo^ 
resided there and founded the thonsand pagodas in 
memory of Atha Prince. * 

Tiaauog Psgoda is situated at Zbkthok village, which 

Tisung Pagod*. of Bilin. The bssemeet of the 
psgoda TS constructed of blocks of laterite each about 
3 Teet by feet and t foot in dimeosfons. Some 
of ihe images as well as the receptacles for oSeriogs,. 
etc., placed round it are of (be same material, and 
bear traces of ornameolatioo. In the oeigbbourhood are 
scnlptures io relief engraved on large laterite blocks, 
which are so arranged as to form panels on the space of a 
wall or rampart of earth 450 feet long, and a feet high. 
They are known as Sindat-Myrndat (eiephan s and bcrses 
of war); but the representa ioos, are those of elephant and 
tigers or lions alternately with those of the ^sts inter¬ 
spersed between tbem.^ 

• The hill is about S milestothe nortS-aa^t of Bilin. Ou 

the top of the Mil aie two images' 
KAktheinnayon HUL representing the Buddhist mission- 

aries. Sons and Uttara, fn a recumben t 
1 SettletnSBi Repoa ( KyaiKte SebdivMion ], p. id- 

Harvey’s History of Burma, pp. 6 ; Imperial Gaietteer (Burma), 
Vof. 1, P. 40s: Lik Sais Asan, p. 

* Mr. Taw Smn Ko's tfem^randutn 0/ a hur in ^rlt 9/' 

Amhnst, Shvtgyin and ^igu Ifistriats, Burmese' 

Sketches), p. (C 4 ' 
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f}08ture aod with ttdr bands clasped towards a stone vessel 
placed bc(we«D them. Tbe vessel is reputed cocooCaioi 
bair of GoUoia Bnddha. Around Sooa and Uctarae are tbe 
figuies of raftandas or Buddhist saints, with foil ronnd 
aod heavy (eaiures. The foreb^ad of these figures is 
broad aod prominent but retreatiog ; the nose is big 
aod long; the mouth Urge, At tbe four cornets of tbe 
platform on the top of tbe hili^ are figures of a straoge 
monster, half human half lion, called * MaHusiha-* (The 
Pali words,Manussa" aman and " Sihas«hon, bas been 
combioed) to designate a buman>headed monster with two 
bodies of a lion whose origin is recorded in the K^lyiol 
Inscriptloos.' 

Tbe Kelitha Pagoda is situated on a HI I of tbe same 
same. It is tbe Kelasapow and 
KelStha Pagoda, and Kelflsabba pabbatacetiya of tbe 
Kaljaai in crlptioo. It was built by 
Dbammaceif; aM^o inscription on tbe platform contains 
the record of tbe meri orious act. T^e gton: slab measur¬ 
ing 10 feet io beignt and 3 feet in width, is troken in two, 
but tbe letters are still preserved. Descending the xtaks 
tbe path leads to an open level place, once tbe site of 
Kelfi^avibdra, whio in former times enjoyed tb* same 
renown in SuvsBoabhomi as tbe MahftvJbSra in CeylOB. 
The foundation of ibis monastery is connected with tbe 
landing of Soaa and (Jttara, and tbe M6n [nscription 
reports that Buddhagosa, a^ter bis arrivalin Kftmaflfia, 
retired to this cloister. * 

This pagoda is situated on tbe summit of Thein ga*neik 
bill on the east of Thatdn aod is now 

/ 6VV». 

thousand four hundred years ago by two Cbsusand 

dds under tbe leadership of Sona and thirteen hairs of 

GoUma are said to have been enshrined in it. 

Myatbeindan Pagoda la si mated at the foot of the 
last spur of (be Martaban bills and on 
Mystheindan Pagoda, the right bank of the River Salween. 

It is said to have been built by King 
Wareruio laSi a.d. Myatheindan is a name gi en 10 the 
pagoda by reason of its being supposed to have In 
it an emerald «orth 100,000 ticals (Ra. 2,500,000)1 sent by 


> Mr. Taw Sein Ko's Mt^Or^ndum of # tow in parts of 
Amh$ftt, Shwgyift and Pagu Dirtrittff (891 (.S«s BariscM 

Bbetehes), pp. rr3'4 

* Forthha>rmePs ** Tht tarty liistory and atatraphf ofBriUtk 
£urmarVoin,p. j. ss a r ^ j 
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tbe King of C67I0D with a& in aeveo ships wl^clr 

was to bring back certain relics of GoUma, depoilted* 
at a spot n^arked by eight piUare. With tbe eanctioii 
of Kiog Warem learch was made daring 24 days but no* 
relict coaid be found. The embassy was allowed to carry 
away the eight pillars and oo tbe spot tbas left vacant 
King Wareru bnllt this pagoda. * 

Kyaib-pyio'gu is situated on the top of the Martaban 
bill just above tbe lospection Bunga* 
’^^PaSJdl.'*" Ills apocryphal visit to 

* this country Buddba was said to* 

have halted on tbe top of this bill with his rahandAX 
and rested there observing tbe Sa')batb. The N4U 
came to worship biro. As tbe place was very hot} a 
f^ 4 l Bitu (a cnonsCer or demi-god) knowing bis omniscient 
powers and haviog great reverence, made a shelter and 
laid out a stone slab for Buddba to sit on, bence the 
name Kyaik'paMln^bu which, by corruption, be ane 
Kyaik^m'ga. Bad dba’s hair relic is said to be enshrmed 
U the pagoda. The date of its foundation is said to be 
iiit A.D. 

This pagoda is close to Martaban. It was bailt in 

A.D. by King Tsaw.theng'hmaing, 
restored io 1785 A.D., by 
’ ^ ' order of King Bo-awpaya, The 

hfdn name is Kyatk Boeh (cqS ^ which has (he same 
meaning as the Burmese, vis., ^^tbe cool pagoda." Tbe 
name was given to (he pagoda as, according to a tradition, 
Gotama Buddha had pronounced tbe waters ef a neighbour¬ 
ing tank to be cool and pleasant. * 

This pagoda was founded in i ipp A.D. by Aleinm \ to 
commecDorate the conversion of the 
Kya^-kh^pan iohabitants by GoUma Buddba who 

^ was invited to the spot to be eaten 

but whose preaching changed the evil indention of biA 
hosli. ^ 

This pagoda was built on the top of tbe Zwb*ga*bio 
Hill Id the nth century A.D, by a 
gwi'ga-bin Psgoda. princess who was a daughter oi 
Maauba, tbe last Min King of 
Thatdn.* it is situated about 10 miles to the south-east of 
Pa-an town. An annual festival Is held in the month of 
TA^aung. 


i British Burma GasetUer, Vol. 11 . p. 498. 

9 Edlio p. 44 

9 Ditto p. 44. 

4 Amended lilt ef Ancient Monuments in Burma* p. 6 . 
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The Ufttory of this cave la uoknown. The cav« {» 
ai(eatad by Kawguo village in Pa>ao 
Ka«gDB Ku. Towaab^. U ia a oatuial cave 
cofttaiBieg tome Talaingaod Sitjnete 
lotcripCioDsaodsraa^ images ^Buddha.' Mr. TawSeinKo 
tayt, Tbia cave preteals atpleodcd sight, ill prec Mtoas 
tide fackig Che Kawguo village it cocBpleCely cover* o with 
painted terra coua tablets arranged syvrretncaliv Iq the 
form of terraces aod spires- Inside the cave are 
lying images of various sues in different stages of decay 
and ruin. They are found lo bs ma^eof the following 
jubstances: lead, brassj wood, atone, br*ck and lacquer ware. 
The majority of ibem bespeak tbeir aatii|uity as tfiey differ 
from modern ones in (be follow ng particii'trs: the head 
is surmounted by a spiral traacated coqe; the brrstfea 
of tbe hair ace lepreseated: the ears do not touch, the 
^ouMera; the forehead is prominent, but are remarkably 
narrow ; the eyebrows, eyes and lips are almost ptct* 
mineftC featur a of the face; the body is short aod stout 
aed (be head is dispi'oportioaacely big; tbe Ihnbji full and 
large; (he sole of the right leg is n >t disp'ayed.^'* 

The most remaikable object is the image-tower formed 
from a solid slaUgmite. The base ol tb(S is square, and 
on it rises an odagosal pdlar, surmounted by a series of 
standing images io piaster work 

'’T^e remains are exceedingly Interesting f*ocn an 
hIsCojical and antiquarlao point of view. They are welU 
worth stud)’; aod probably frcm this cave alooe can be 
procured, with judicious selection, a set Of objects which 
would illustrate the entire history of Buddhism in Lower 
Burma> if not In Burma generally and tbe surrounding 
countries, especially Siam.'* * 

Tola cave Is about i r miles from Thatbu across the 
T.L B • .. Donthacnl river and three miles from 

Th. B.„n-.,yi.k.u the ne«e« I: epecHo., Bungalow at 
Diiyiaseik whence the river can be croesed in a raft, 
Id front of (he cave is a pool of hot water from which a 
stream issues. Tradition has it tbat the younger brother 
of a King of ThatAa was cored of tbe leprosy from which 
be was suffering by bathing In these hot springs'•hence 
the origin of the name. The ca^ e iuelf is cot s tuated 


1 Aoieoded lUt of Anckot Monqraents In Burma, p. d. 

* Mr. Tav Sebi Ke’s J/4m&»’afy1u9i ef e ietar m trP 
4ink$rfi Dislriet,8vrm4st Ska fhti, p. to8. 

* A loeg deseriptlgn with phetagraphe eftbeeavttandiai 
cnalrsis given in the ffoUt on Anti^uiHfi»/ |o 4 i* 
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-tt the foot oi the bill aod a climb of 50 to too feet la 
oecessary before reacbiog it Tbe cave is deep end dark 
and incandesceot lamps or electric torches have to be used 
I0 explore it. It contaios seated figures of Gotama 
Buddba but no such ornamental works as jo Kawgon cave. 
A pagoda is ao s'tuared iiuide tbe cave as to be lighted 
from a bole in tbe roof or more correctly tbe bill side. 

There are three other caves Yatbeb^ran, Webyaa and 
Ytthebyan, Wibya n Sad daa. 
and Sadden Caves. 

The Ssddan cave is the largest and the most popular 
these and is accessible from either Pa-an or Kado ov 
Kaw-baat. Jt Is said to be the home of Saddan (white) 
elepbaot of Burmese folklore. An annual festival is held 
doring the water festival there and is attended by a large 
namber of people living in the country around. 

Yathebyan cave is situated by tbe village of Yathebyan 
about foot miles away from Pagat (c th west. It cottaloa 
pagodas of aicbasological interest as the Kawguo cave. 

Wkbyan cave is lituated about three miles 10 tbe north* 
west of My aingg^i village. Ills as important as Yatbe* 
byan cave from an archaeological point of view. It is 
worth a visit and can be reached from Wibyan or Myaing* 
gyi village on ihe rght bank of the River Salween. 


CHAPTER III. 


The PBOPLf. 

The population of tbe district at 
Popul«i.n. ilionswuSi- 


the la^t six enumer« 


197s 

(881 

1891 

loox 

lOtc 


... t65.®77 

a a Wit 
... s6d.6?e 

... 4 ‘M 75 

471,cop 

Tbe population baa more than trebled itrelf in tbe last 
l«.nigr..i<,n. JO/ear*. Th« high rate of iDct.ass 

IS due to the immigration into the 
lertile rico'bearing arei a a'oog the Siltang aud the Gulf 
of M iitabao Tbe immigrants flowed into tbe district 
in coi.siderable numbers from Amherst during the 
^eara 187a to 1901, and tbere bats also beea a certain 
influx also from tbe Shan Stater, Siam and India. Indian 
toimigrants number about 8 per cent of tbe total population 
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of which 5 per cent ate Hindus and S I«f Maho¬ 
med aaa. The following table, arranged by townshij^s, 
shows the increase and decrease of the population ducrng 
the three decades iSgi-igox, 1901-19” 

It will be seen that the increase during the 
i89*-i90c was rapid, particularly in Kyaikto. Thatbn »<i 
Hliingbwh Townships. The increase m the next two 
decades shows a gradual difuinutioo, indicating that most 
of the beat waste land had been occupiM, Since m 
cull i rati on has now almost reached its Ucoit ol rapio 
eapaosioo* no considerable wave of immigration is iiK^y 
to recur, such as marked the decade 1891-tOox and the 
subsequent growth of numbers indicates that it has become 
mere and more gradual and natural 

Table I— 54 iJw»»^ tnd Dicys&u p»r cent 9/ 

PcfuUtion by TovntMt'ps. 


Increase or decrease per cent 




Resiatke. 


Decrease due 
to tcansFer oi 
J 7 viUage- 
tracta to 

Thauatpm 
Township» 
Pegu District 
<«/ds Local 
Govs mcneni’s 
General 
Depaitmeiit 
Kol!8ca6on 
So. sc7. 
dated the 

soih Septem¬ 
ber (oi^X 


The following table shows the density of population 
- , , B 1 the last four census, arranged 

D.n.Uj.or 


• 
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Tabls }\^Sk«9ingih4 gf$9tk •f fofulaiUn^Kd ienxity 
ft*' square mite since 1691. 



Tomuhip. 

t»pt. 

m 

n 

19SI. 


[‘Atm In unaam milx* 

607 


508 

445- 

Kysdkto 

1 PopuUd^n 
] Drtttitv oer ^oiijifn 

SftiSo 


SSijaa 

48*649 


tr niile 

4B 

7* 

leg 

SI« 


r’Area in saaam miln* 

M 7 

937 

73a 

75®' 

Billo 

1 

\ P^pulstlea 




til|6as 

1 Denticy per square 
(. mile 


59 

82 

9 » 


^ A rai rn BQuare miles 

1 

4(7 

*1? 

4S3 

486 

ThatSn. 

\ Pooulation 

3MI3 . 

67,9»* 

75 j ®47 

Ms* 

i Density per sqaare 
' mile 

81 

16$ 

167 

«75< 

1 

f Area In square miles 

S53 

353 

4»> 

390 

Pau&g • 

1 

1 Popitlatien 

46.?3» 



73A9* 

i ( en^ per square 

L mile ... 

131 

156 

<54 

Jt 4 


f Area in square mitse 


•Pi% 

1 ti?^A 


H)a>ng- 

1 Popolstlon 

S84H 

43»7«6 

<0/7S» 

7$»I4S 

“-*•; 

1 Density per squire 

L mile 1 ... 

(4 

21 

34 

♦3 


^ Area in square miles. 

JV' 

730 

«.o07 

«»oo7 

Pa*aA 

\ Populilion 


7 «j 59 ' 

to2|40e 

tso»34* 

1 Density per square 

L mile 

lej 

105 

' io« 

ISO- 

iMsUier 

{'Area in square miles 

4.070 

&079 

4.«9* 

41831 

1 Populatlfift 

sfifi.bso 

1343 . 5 *® 

4t6i9?5 

47C.400 

tout. 

) Densky pee square 
V mile 

50 

6S 

85 

98 ' 


Ther« liave be«n a one chaeges in the towDship areas, 
tbe reaaoDS for vrhicb are given in the recent Settlement 
Reports for Kyaikto and Tbatdo Subd(viaions and Fa»aA 
SuMJviaioo. Aa earb towoabip eontaioa a coosiderable 
area of aparsely-mba&ited or uoiohabited bill country or 
large areas of conatitoted forest ceservesy tbe townshi|^ 
figures in tbe above toble do not iodicate tbe actual 
density in tbe cultivated plain. Tbe following table wfil 
(nmish an intereating comparison as it gives the density 
per square of occupiM and assessed area according; to tbe 
eeosos figures of 1911:— 
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Taqls UI. 


Township* 

Fersona per square (nils. 

Occupied area. 

Assessed ar«su 

Kyalkio — 

l•404 

t.t79 

Bilin 

07A 

7*^ 

Thatftn 

SS7 

$6s 

Fauna 

3^5 

3*7 

Hlskn^v}! 


3*3 

Fa-ao 

S3* 

3M 

TbstdA Dbrriu ... 

406 

447 


The following table shows tbe comparative lig^ures for 
Eihnolegy dliferent races in jgcii 1911 and 

^puiation by Races. 


TABL« fV. 


Race. 

1901. 


m 

Remarks. 

/n4tgn0ug T^btt and 
Sactt:— 

Bunoeae 

giao 

Ch;n ... ... 

Malay ... 

M6n<Talainf) 
Taunphu ... 

r (OSfaw 

KaMna^tU) Fvc 
i 

^iii) Others 
(unjpedAsd) 

73.377 

9-577 

se« 

7A.h07 

37-3S* 

781 

3>9i9 

W497 

7J78 

I 

Be.ps3 

46-*05 

<63.51$ 

11<>33* 
7-S38 

IS 

50 

69.016 
5s.7a4 : 

<00.4 (S 

5f.58« 

s>906 

All ATarma 

Christian.* 

3.37» 
NeirChri^ 
tlan, 187,506 
Anicnists. ae 

(•4.950 


190-899 

<90-899 
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Indians.--^ 

• 0) Hindu* 

(ii) Musalraan Tribes/ 
^a) Zecbiidi •• 

(W OUi«rs 

(iii) Others 

ChiiMM Ml 

^Qropenn •• 

Ancl^lndbn •. 

Oiners .. 

Total M 
Porcenuge of increase .s 

Ucb«n H« N 

Rural 

Agiicaltorists .. 

J^on<AgTiculturi8(s . 


i^ot. I i^ti. t 9 Si. Rems^is. 


1 6,80s 


e>S 43 4)^31 

7 > 10 i 8»So» 



J.090 I hV ‘9 
63 1 *8 

*49 


343*51** 41^.975 471.coo 
' e*i 4 15*0 


• 9 > 0 ^ 33 . 14 S 3 M*S 
3i4«fl8s 363.850 43^605 



357 . 36 * 

n 3»736 



A considofabie number of indigcocus races are repr^ 
Karens seMed in the Thaibn Ksirict. The 

‘ most numerous i3 tbe Kareo, which 

pombered 390,899 101951, forming three.fourth* of (he 
'population of that part of the district which lies east of 
theSalweeo. and about-ooe'fcartb of that of ibe rest of tbe 
district They are very claonish and generally Hve by 
tbemselTes. I otet-marriages with Indiana or Burro an* 
are uacommoD, Missionary lofloence Is not great ae 
H:ompared with the Delta districts. In 1921 there were 
only 3,378 conTcrts while i34f727 returned themselvea 
as Buddhista. In some village* such as KyauluarU> east 
of tbe Martaban bills, the Karens^ wbo are Buddhists, are 
becomiog more or leas Burmaoised aod are forgetllng 
their mother tongne. Some of them are atauncb IVun' 
dAdnuf, 

Tbe Burmansare found all over the district; the bulk 

of them are in the Kyaikro Subdlvi. 
; bnrmins. jj, 

Tbat^D Subdivision in the south-west; they are few in 
number east of the Salween. Tbe^r number ha« increased 
to 111,331m 1911 due to their capacity for absorplioo 
of other races and also probably to the number of Mbo* 
jeturnisg tbemselvea aa Burmana at the last census. 
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Tbe Burmaa cultivator has oiten been accused of 
larioess which bas almost become proverbial and is often 
repealed by those who have made a superficial study of 
their life. No better argameot against such unfair and 
anjost criticisias can be ejvea than to quote the remarkd 
of Mr. S. 0 . Grantham, I.C.S.. an officer with a consider¬ 
able experience and vision. He says, Complaints have 
been m^e of the decline of agricultural skill and of tbe 
larioess of cultivators. Such complaints have doubtlessly 
been made in most places and at most periods of history ; 
we all know how evcellenlly things were done when oue 
fathers were young, and we all are convinced that they will 
never be done so well again. There is apparent truth in 
tbe complaint in some localities, because formerly the 
cuUivatora wove their own cloths and made many bouse* 
bold-goods which now they buy. But this does noc 
represent increased lasiness; it represents increasing 
specialisation in cultivation and a higher standard of 
agricultural productivity. Probably many cultivators are 
unable to rise to this higher standard: their more able 
employers and neighboacs, who have been unconsciously 
rasing their own staodardsi only observe them relativeiy 
and declare them inferior to the earlier generation because 
they have made less progress than othera. The allegation 
of lasiness thus arises sometimes from delay on tbe part 
of cultivators in some locality to modify their practices (o 
meet modern conditions. U arises more often from tbe 
fact that so few of those who make it have spent any time 
in tbe villages and fields in the cultivating season ; they 
refuse to face even fora short visit tbe discomforts and 
drawbacks under which the cultivator works for months^, 
and yet coudemn btra for the rest which is taken by him In 
the hot weather sad is indispensable for bis physical 
recuperation as well as for visits to friends and attendance 
at pagoda-fcitivals sod other necessary parts of the non* 
economic side o\ his life. Bat that side of bis life ia 
indispeasabie ; he cannot live by food alone.'* 

In 1921 tbe number of Mdos decreased to 69,016 fron> 
So> 9*3 '0 *9n. This ii probably* 
due to the fact that more Mdos 
returned themselves as Burmaos. They inhabit tbe 
southern townships of Pauog and Pa*aa aod some are 
to be found in the S3utb of Tbatdn They differ but little* 
in appearance and cfaaraeter from tbe Burmese^ and their 
language rs per' aps the most distinctive feature about 
them, differing widely as it does, both in construction and 
idiorn, from tbe Burmese. In their character th^ are 
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Yery sicallar to the BurmaoB, beiog cbeerfe! flod geoerou*. 
Their node of life is also very ^cnilar) ear-botiJig, shtnhyv, 
marriage and funeral ceremonies being very much theeime. 
The too plays the same importaai part m 

tbe educatioa of the juvenile portion of the taral 
•commuaitj. Bducatioa is practically confined to the m^e 
population as is Che case with the Burneset Pvh are as 
popular with the Talaings as with the Barnese ; boxings 
bull-fighting aad boat racing are also popular. The Mbn 
language is dying out; the elders still speak it, but most 
«f tbeycnog people talk Burmese, the “ lingaa franca*' all 
•ever tbe district. 

The Taufigtbus Are an important tribe, more largely 
^ represented in Thatdn District than 

iaungtnus. districts of Lower Burma. 

Their number Iq i^ax was 5U,7ao. They are found in the 
PauDg and Pa-an Townships in tbe south, but the 
balk of them are found in That An Township. They 
alio iobabit tbe hills in the Bilin To>easbipj spreading over 
4 oto Tonogoo and Salween DlatricCa. Tbe Taungthus 
apeak their own latlgoage, bet also speak Burmese well. 
In fact they have adopted the habits of the people amohg 
whom they live, and tbe black garment formerly tbe 
'distinctive dress of a Tauagtbu woman before marriage 
has been discarded. Tbe langaage is much softer to the 
«ar than the Tailing, and in their superstitions, though 
they profess Buddhism, they resemble the Karens. 

The Shins ete found mostly among tbe sogarcane 
Shins, growers of tbe Bilin valley and in 

the hill tracts of tbe Kyalkto and 
Bilin Townships. They are also found ou all the islands 
ita the Salween and the lowdr reaches of the 
DODthaCni ttver. Sone Of them come from tbe Northern 
SbAu States. In tbe dry season, Shans with herds of 
ponies and plough cattle pass through the Pa.aii Subdivi¬ 
sion on their way to Pegn District and t? Thatdn and 
Moolmein. On Maiom^la and Letpao islands they 
cult! vate their own hold i ngs. Bl sew here they a re geo eraJly 
eoolies, The darker skinned Shan, who has settled in tbe 
plains for years, and the fair Shan from tbe HIU, both 
4 ivs together here. Unlike the Karen, they inter.marry with 
Burma ns and Mdns and are more readily Inclined to adopt 
^heir habits. 

The Cbbese are not so nomerous as tbe ladlaos. 
Chinese, number was only 4,415 in 

tpai. They ccofine their activities 
4o market gardening and keeping a mall shops of 
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miscelUneoas goods.- They are found along tba 
'road to Martaban, where most of rhe good maQg;o9teeQ 
and durian gardens belong to them. A soiall number 
breed ducks or grow betel.Tioe in the Bllin Township, 
especially near Hoinpale. There is a colony at Ps.an ana 
another at Nauogloo. They bear good reputation as 
neighbours among the indigenous races, except as regards 
opium, end contrast more favourably ia this respecs with 
Che native of India, who is, not without reason, regarded 
as quarrelsome and litigious, 

The number of Indiana has increased by 69 per cent 
since igoi. Their population 
Indians. during the last three census is shown 

below : — 


Race. 

1901. 

rpn. 

1941, 

(X) 

(e) 

< 3 ) 

U) 

Hindus ... ... 

13.088 

16,805 

•x. 3$7 

MussIraans ... ... | 

6,364 

( 0,944 1 

r3,3SS 


The Hindus engage in agriculture either as coolies, 
teoaDls Or owners. Most of them ars Madrassis and are 
tdnod mostly in the Martaban plains and also either 
singly or in colonies all over Pa-an Snbdiviston. There 
are quite a number of Chittagooian^ along the Gulf o| 
Martaban, the Donihami and the Salween Hvera; they 
ply sampans or are engaged in Ashing. They are ao 
undesirable class of Indians, canning, quarrelsome, noisy 
and with criminal tendencies. They are among the hrst 
immigraats after aonexatjon. They are sard by Captain 
Browne to have been convicts, but now well.to.do, many 
of them have helds of tbeir own, good gardens, and large 
herds of cattle. Living close to Monifflein, they make a 
living by selling milk. The Mahomedans are smalt shop¬ 
keepers of tbe^hulia class, traders, barbers, pedlars and 
others in towns and villages, Madraesi Mabomedaasare 
few to number. They are geoerally landowners, or have 
Urge herds of cattle. The following remarks by 

Mr. Abigail in his Settlement Report is of interest:_ 

*'Throtfgfh tbsir frugal habits and low standard of 
ilvingtbo Indians may oust the Indigenous population, btfk 
through their mea'tess and ‘penchant’ for litigation are 
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pot popular Dor are an avset to oq agricultural commuaity. 
They breed large herds of indiffereot cattle and goata^ 
aod it has always bees a soacce of amatecneot to me bow 
the average villager suffers tbecn/’ 

Mr. Caiutcell iobis report cneotlong the fiae broad roads 
at ShwegUD which he describes as a Burmao village. Tbe 
road is no longer broad oor Ane, nor the ullage Burmau. 
The main .street is dirty and Used by Indian ebops. Ab 
Pa*ao and Zathabyio tbe bulk of the trade it in tbeir bands. 
There is a prosperous Indian agricahural corntnuaity on 
tbe left bank of the Dontbami opposite Kyeituywetbaung. 
They are Roman Catholics aod maintain a pastor of tbeir 
own/' 

Tbe following table shows tbo distribution of popu. 
lation by religion from 1891 to igai — 


Table V. 
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Tdwnship, 

fr) 

Total 

Popuja* 

tion. 
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94 
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1676 
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3 
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r53»»4* 

151,6(6 

3,032 
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5,4SS 

4.9*1 

2872 

I 


Tiiat6w District Tot*c, 




( 

266.620 

245,566 

7,741 

6,736 

4,91* 


17»3 

A Ir n ) *90* 

3a3>510 

520,392 

970 

13,166 

6.867 


2115 

®" 1 1911 

416-975 

380,244 

5.958 

■6.805 

10,221 

3738 

9 

b ipsi 

471,100 

43013*9 

2,303 

21,1 (2 

13,405 

3811 

140 


Of tbereUgi&n of tbe disirict Buddhism baa by far the 
largest number of professed 
Religion. adherers. In i^SifOUtof 471,100 
inhabitants, 43O1329 or 9a percent 
were Buddhists, cooprisiDg all the Burrenos, Talaings, 
Shaos and Tauagehns. Of 190,899 Sgaw and Pwo 
Karens, only 3,37^ were Christians, si AoimisCs and the 
remainder 99 per cent returned themselves as Buddhists. 
The Anl'nists nambering 2,303 souls probably include a 
few of the indigenous races like the Karens, some Indiaon 
and tbe rest Chinese. Aoimism or splrit^worsbip isclnded 
uneducated class of people who did not have any concep¬ 
tion of religion and wbo did not claim to belong to 
any one of the recognued reUgions. The Hindus uumber 
3i,tt2 or 4*5 per cent of tbe whole population. The 
Mabomedaot number 13^40$ or 2'S per cent. The Chris* 
tiaos Raiaber3,8ti of whom $, 37 2 are Karen Baptist 
converts. There is an American Baptist Mission at 
Tbatho. 
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SUndird of linne. 
Pood. 


The majoiity of the people eat the more palatable 

rice The varietiea mostly 
consumed are tnid»Ht hyat and tsung - 
lysn. Meat is rarely bought. Prawas 
aod fish are pleotUul during the rains and most cultivators 
forage for themselvea in the nearest stream when they get 
tired of a vegetable diet. The average cultivators whilst 
out In the paddy fields lives on rlcej Hgtyt^ygf and 

tesaya . The last consists of greea vegetables from the 
bomesCead plot, or from the Astt'nt where they grow wild. 
His mainstay is a bowl of bought or made just before 
the coromeDcement of the rains, and kept sloreo in jars. 
Beans are not eaten to the same extent as in tbe delta 
distriete Labonrers engaged lor the plucking, plant!og and 
reaping operations are fed oo the same meagre fare and 
DO complaint ts ever made about tbe quality of tbe food ; 
whereas in the delta districts, the cultivator has to provide 
an extra welUcooked dish of fish, prawns or fiesb If be wishes 
to avoid trouble la securing casual labour on tbe next occa¬ 
sion. The absence oi such fastidious0ess about food here 
is probably due to the fact that labour U plentifal and work 
scarce during the planting and reaping seasons, there being 
morr areas broadcasted than transplanted in tbe district. 
There aic three types of houses as in other districts. 
„ ^herelsthe well-built and spacions 

house of the reot-recelvlng landlord 
wbo oalv uses teak or pytnkado woodartd provj.ies it with 
tile or corrugated Iron roofing. The OAoer-teiiant’s or 
tenant's house is distioguisbed by cheaper materials used. 
It is les* substantialj being built generally of wooden posts, 
mat walling and dhani or (futki roofing. Wooden floors are 
often substituted for tbe usual bamboo hoot, doe no doubt to 
tbe proximity of the forests from which tbe cultivator 
exttacu tbe required quantity of wdod during his spare 
time, A ^ood deal of it is perhaps Illicit. The labourer 
class lives in the meanest of hutS} usually of bimboo through- 
out, or of In “ leaves threaded oo bamboo splits which are 
ased sometimes for both walling and roofing. The vjfios io 
tbe Pauoe Township, with their usual extravagance, have 
built for themselves very fine and substantial houses, some 
oostiQg from Rs. 5,000 to R$. 10,000. East of the Martaban 
range of hills and in the hilly regioos in Kyaikto and Pa-an 
Subdivisions the standard of living is poor but elsewhere 
the people eojoy a moderate comfort 

Ths ordinary clothing of the villagers Is a hngyi, jacket 
and A silken fa»$ or 

hngyi for ceremonial and festive 


Cjoihlng. 



TbeUn District. 


43 


OCca^ioAS is also usually iacluded io tie ordinary 
watdroba. Woaviog is dying out aod there is little home¬ 
made articles Of clothiog la evidence. The present day 
cultivator iodalges in the oae of foreign maoufactured Indian 
gause vests, cotton shirts and umbrellasj and the young 
men wear shoes a ad socks instead of th e home- made san dais* 
be also wears t^fees Instead of k<ims>uks. 

After the harvest is over the people enjoy a round of 
. . ^ pagoda festivals which succeed each 

tn menu. other in quick succession. AU of them 
are in the nature of a fair at which the people, both young 
and old, come to enjoy theniselves> the old making their 
annual purchases of household necessities while the young 
spend their time in watching boxing-matches and other 
SIde*sbows during Che day and in the night many pwkSfOl 
which the cinema takes a prominent part. At the Sbwe- 
zayau pagoda festival at Thatdn, no less than fonr or five 
cinema halls are filled nightly with the holiday crowd that 
dock to the town from the neighbouring villages. 

Zingyaik and Kyaikkaw villages can even boast of per¬ 
manent cinema balls. 

In Karen villages foot-ball is a popular form of sport. 

Most of the famous pagodaa are of ancient structure and 
« . ^ are well preserved. Their history is 

P.godM,„dPo»ry/ given in Chapter II (Part II), Some 
jAungs. welbto-do Burmans continue to build 
pagodaa on the crests of the Martaban range of hills. Two 
recent structures cost the pAyAdagAj between Rs. h,ooo 
to Rs. 10)000; one was demolished by the disastrous 
earthquake of 5th May 1930. The p^ngyi kyaun^s are 
substantially constructed either of brick, teak <>i fyitiked*. 
Tbe spaciousness and cleanliness of some of the Mdn 
ky^ungs io Paung Township areconspicuons. 

There is no doubt that the cost of living bas risen 
^ ^ B .. considerablv since the last aettlement 
Gtnstil Prosper.ty. »» difficult to say what proportion 

of this increase should be attributed to the extravagant 
babita of the present day cultivator. Though bis standard 
of comfort has not risen in tbe same ratio as bis higher cost 
of living, there is every reason to believe that be now enjoys 
a higher measure of comfort when compared with tbe 
conditions of over twenty years ago. If the widespread use 
of lodia-gause vesta and cotton shirts, the craze for banjos 
and violtos of both local and foreign manulscturc. the 
multitude of electric torches in every village and the 
presence of teashops everywhere reflect the prosperity or 
otherwise of the inhabitants, then the cultivator is certainly 
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oot badly of! at tha present day. But from the ecoaomic 
point of view, it IS doubtful if be bas since improved his 
position. Conditions have changed greatly since the days 
of his forefathers and be baa apparently not been able to 
utilise his new resources from tbe Increased valoe of paddy 
to the best advantage. For in the old days, family life was 
self'Contaifled and there was little need to devote more 
attention to paddy cuUivatioo tbaa was asceasary to provide 
enough paddy for wvnsa and barter purposes. He still 
bad sufficient time left on his hands to devote to other tasks 
which supplied him with the other necessaries of life. 
Bamboos, thatching for roofsj wood for bouse-buildlag and 
for making agricultural implemeotscnt^d always be obtained 
for the mere troable of couecting them. There were fewer 
restrictions about fishing and ngifi could be obUined free 
by fishing in the nearest stream. Vegetables and fruits 
could be got without payment from tbe small garden plots 
within which each house was built. Tbe women of tbe 
house pounded tbe rice and wove the clothes for the family. 
With tbe spread of cultivation and the rise io the value of 
paddy, these conditions hare entirely changed The present 
day cultivator must need devote all bis attention to paddy 
coltlvatioa and r.otbiog else. All bis requirements can 
ROW be obtained only by purchase. Tbe transition from 
a stiictly self'COO lained family basis to a new money 
economy bas been so sudden and complete that he has failed 
to adopt himself to the conditions of a new economic system. 
Tbe higher prices of paddy which had nearly doubled itself 
since the previous settlements, have left him with a 
considerable surplus and it must be admitted that be has 
not been alow to take advantage of it in order (o raise bis 
standard of living. Home weaving has practically 
disappeared from village life The shops in the village and 
Itiaeraot traders display foieign cloth of such attractive 
colours and patterns that appeal to bis strange love of 
novelty or vanity that be bas no use now for the coarse 
and plain home-made cloth. Moreover various miscel¬ 
laneous articles of the house and farm can now be obtained 
30 much more cheaply aod conveniently than the native 
things for which they could be substituted that the 
money leaves bis bands only too quickly. Like all people 
who acquire sudden wealth bis standard of life bas risen not 
only quickly but bas also gone much beyond the proper 
level. With tbe improvidence of tbe Burman, he has left 
nothing for a rainy day aod it if hardly to be wondered at 
that maxiv fall into the dutches of tbe monev-leoder aod 
land-grabber and eventually have to part witb their land. 
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The latter cIjss of people wbo vwns land as weil as 
{loanees the ten'ints are the persons who have benefited 
largely by the change in the ecooomic system. The present 
day teuant is a mere creature of the landlord, living on 
yearly borrowings and repay meats with little chance to 
save. Of the owner-workers who still cultivau* 46 per cent 
of the paddy area, couditlona are brighter as they have no 
rents to pay and cau live In lair comfort without gelting Into 
serious debt. There can be no doubt however that in 
general, thero has been a au^*slantial rise in the standard 
of living since tne last settlement. 


CHAPTER IV. 

AGSlCULlURK AND IRRIGATION. 


The agricultural condilions are chiefly determioed by 
toe rainfall and i^y the peculiarities cl 
the numcrou!; streams and riNen» thus 


Geaeral Agncultura^ 
Conditinns. 


fed, The smI is generally fertile, 


es]>ecialiy in tlie alluvial plains betwreu the Mattaban range 
of hills and the sea. from which the bulk of the rice conies ; 
and it may bo said ihai cultivation ssueotssfuUy practised 
wherever the water supply is sufficient to develop without 
overwhelming the crop. The chief teed *0 the lowly lag 
8ea*botrd areas is not irrigation but drainage and protective 
works. The necessity of a really efficient drainage system 
Will be realised when it is remembered that out of the total 
annual ralofall of over son indies, >iO less than >50 iachea 
fall during the three moaths ol June, July aod August. 
Considerable fioodlng rakes pl,ce every year In the rice 
plains of Thathn and Faung 'lownships on account of the 
silled-up condition ol the main drainage chaooels. In the 
areas lying to ibe east 0! the Martaban range of billsf 
the severity of the floods makes rice cultivation Impossible 
during the rains escept on the b gher portions along the 
banks of Is^e rivers aod streams. In sueh areas meyin and 
pat a cultivation is generally practised, 

High bunds are also a necessity in the areas bordering 
on the Gulf of Martaban. They keep out the salt water 
not only during the rains but also during the equiooctlaJ 
tides of'March aod .Aprils whe^ they form a serious menace 
to successful cultivation. lathe Tbatdo and Faung Town¬ 
ships, these high bunds have been built by private enter¬ 
prise and f^uccessfully keep out the salt water but in the 
Bills asd Kyaikto Townships, the frequent erosion of the 
banks and the lack of unity and co-operation amongst the 
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landowxiera bave rendered tbe lands ia^ert^le owing to the 
entr/ of salt water into Che paddy fields. Uoul a contionotis 
line of high bunds is madet coodltioos are not likely to 
improve in these townships. 

The average calCivaCed area of the last ten years is 

Cul.iv.t«d .nd Fallow th« »vecage fallow 

area 51,053 acres as against 754»y29 
acres cultivated and 45»bi4 acres 
fallow in the year 1^9-30. Tbe variations shown from 
year to year ate the combined results of accretions on 
the sea'COSsC and natural extensions ol culClTation counter¬ 
balanced by the erosions of the sea which take place yearly 
in the Bilin and Kyalkto Townships. Except for future 
extensions to tbe sea*coast area by accretions^ paddy 
cultivation might be said to have reached its limits In the 
district. 

Rice is by far the most important crop cultivated in the 
district, about nine-tenths of the 
^ occupied area being devoted to it. 

The area under uuirrigaied winter rice forms 80 percent 
^ of the total occnoied area. It falls 

ted wnter ric^ main oivistons of ^auxAyt 

and an d the area uno e r e ach 

kind is abo u t the sa m e. Eks,ra,i i s the m ost popular variety 
of sh&ngslt paddy grown and it is rapidly Bnding favour 
everywhere as it stands drought better and produces grain of 
good weight. Yahting paddy has practically disappeared 
being replaced by tkarai. The finongan variety of 
paddy still retains its hold on the cultivators of the salt 
impregnated * racts because it is able to withstaed tbe ejects 
of salt better than other klo^ls. K^ukkyi paddy is mostly 
grown in the maritime plains and goes by tbe name of 
ky*i. ^yvtgyuti thidat, ngssHngyi or merely as haMkhyi. 
TAitnghyAH is a kmd of paddy which produces soft palatable 
rice somewhat like sgihAnti and Is ^rown mostly' for home 
con.^iumption, 

Yslaik is the term imich used in eonnectioo with late 
y. .. planted paddy. It is planted on tbe 

' * slopes of land too flooded in tbe rains 

for growi n g skan^&U 0 r liaukkyi p 1 ddy. Ear ly in Septem¬ 
ber ys/a^ paddy is planted by batches as the flood waters 
subside, following the water as it falls, hence its name. 
The varieties grown are mostly shangAh and ytman^ing 
paddy. The seed is sown about the ^ginning of Augnat, 
transplanted at the beginning of September and reaped in 
November of December. The success of the crop depends 
on tbe snfficieQcy of tbe la*.e rains. 
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Taul^t fgte and mayijt are hot weather rice. 

The/ are grown after the cessation of 
Hot wealhw rice: their names are given 

" « rar according to the dates on which the 

aeedUogs are traaspiaoted. The time 
for plactiog is detemioed by the nature of the water supply, 
immediately the rains slacken off a bit the cultivator dams 
all ihe exits from the nullahs and pools in which ram water 
has accumulated and the water va then used lot irrigating 
the paddy throughout the hot months of the year. The 
water in small bill streams is also dammed up for irrigation 
purposes. Tidal creeks are not bunded but the water from 
them U led into artificial canals in some places for irrigation 
purposes. The time of planting is determined by the 
^quantity of water available an 1 the dates on which the 
flood waters recede from the land. If 'he supply is scanty 
and the surface soil appears above the water earl/ enough 
for transplanting, the first crop put down is taula. This is 
planted at the end of September and is reaped In Decern* 
ber or janaary. If planted in Uctober and reaped in 
January or February, it is called fata. Pa ft is midw^ 
between fata and mayiH. It is really eariv mayin as fau/a 
is early fata. !t is planted and reaped a month later 
than fata. Mayin is planted in December and reaped in 
March or April. The cultivation of ta^tU, fate, fata 
and mayin depends on the level of the ground and h not 
interchangeable with the vagaries of the season. Taut a 
and fata are always grown on land higher in level than 
fiaif and maftn. On tania and pata lands the water 
supply is generally scanty and the crops may be con¬ 
sidered precarious. Paia and oesyra are aUvays grown on 
lower ground and the water supply is generally suffleient 
to produce a fair crop. Mayin and faia lands are irri¬ 
gated either by flow from tidal streams or by baling with 
the khanwe and bamboo tripod. In roost places tbe culti¬ 
vator has to bale water on to his fields as it is not olteo that 
flow irrigation is possible. In some place he can get a 
safficieot supply of water throughout tbe month for baling 
purposes; IQ others he has to depend on the spring tides 
when the water enters the channels and be can then bale 
twice a month. The right to use the water is always 
amicably settled amongst the cultivators who are mostly 
Karens, lo areas far away from the main channels^ 
where tbe level of the land is a bit too bighj the cultivator 
has to resort to lifts, a number of tanks being dug at 
intervals to enable the water to be raised with the aid of 
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the k^Anvie. !n kwiMs entirely dependent oo tidal Irri' 

S atioo a tank ta invariably dng to store up the tidal water 
uting the riae of the spring tides and this is used to 
irrigate the (ieida at other times of the month. In most 
caaes the cultivator allows the tidal waters to enter all the 
main chaaoels sod then closes the sWice gate where this 
is the chief sources of water supply. He then employs 
himself during the rest of the month in baling water into 
the fields. The work U long and arduous and entails a 
considerable amount of labour, hardly commensurate with 
the quantity of paddy obtained. But io a region where 
no wet weather cultivation is possjblej this method of 
cultivation forms the only means of obtaining sufficient 
paddy foi needs. Along the Kyauksarlt cktvnit 

theie are considerable areas under In " mayinj which 
consists in planting the seedlings along the slopes of the 
hollows or basins as the water dries up gradually. Such 
areas need irrigation only late In the season. 1'loughing 
for msyi'n is often done by kneading the ground with a 
herd of buffaloes. Ploughing followed by harrowing is 
done only when the holding is falrW large. Mostm^yijs 
holdings are, however, small as tlie labour involved in 
irrigation work is lieavy and ^'arvesting is also trouble¬ 
some because tbu crop ripensoaly late Iti April. Reaping 
and threshing arr: done in a great burry as the monsoons 
usually break early in this district. 

The kind of paddy grown In m^yin fields is either 
iaMl&hAt or which rank on the same levd 

with other kinds and therefore fetches good 

prices. 

T^aungb* Is grown to some extent in the deeply 
j.. , flooded areas. It is a coarse psddy 

which has the property of accommo¬ 
dating itself to the depth of the water. The original 
opinions regarding the possibilities of this variety of paddy 
were unduly optimistic. It tias been found to exhaust the 
soil rapi.ily ; it is difficult to reap, and almost impos&ble 
to husk without bresking the grains, but it will always be 
cultivated to a certain extent in deeply flooded areas, 
rather as a fast refuge of the destitute than as a satisfactoty 
substitute for the better class of grain. 

JtUMgyas coa«st mostly of hill clearings in the hilly 
- tracts of the district. The cultivators 

^ are tnoitly Karens who try to obtain 

a wwnits crop of paddy by clearing the hill sides during 
the hot months of March and April and sowing the seed 
io small holes drilled in the soil earth immediately the 
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raios start. A pUutiful supply oi weeds crop up along 
with tbe paddy and the time of the cuHWator aod bis 
family is spent entirely on treediog work throughout the 
rains. Tbe average area worked by a man la about a 
acres or less, A larger area is not often attempted 
becanse tbe task of weeding is beyond wbat a single 
family can perform without extra help. Tbe work of 
weeding end keeping the ti^ungya free from after growths, 
is very arduous and the results do not seem commeosurate 
with tbe labour involved. The yield vanes from 20 to 40 
baskets per taungya. Much of tbe success depends on 
the amount of labour put in aod out taros fluctuate pro¬ 
portionately. 

Tbe area under garden cultivation is 42^075 acres. A 
Q . great varie^ of fruits are grown, 

^ " * These induefe durians, mangoateens^ 

belehnut, co.oiout, plamainSj bsteUJeaf, jack frait> 
dkanvin, cashew not, and various kinds of vegetables. 
The nest gardens are the durain and mangostoen gardens. 
Mach ol t[)e fruit Is exported tu Rangoon and Moulmein 
aod command ?>ood prices. Mauy Chinese gardeners lo 
Thatfln and Pauog Townships who ?tow durians sod 
maagesteens on a fairly large scale made a bvlng out of 
them. 

In ipio-ii the area was 5,308 acres and in 

5,206 acres. From 1913-14 to 1923^ 
24 the area was abwe 6|OC»o acres 
whereas io 1924-25 theie was a sudden drop to 3,i^ij 
acres. Tbe large decrease is explained by the fact that 
prior to 192 4-2 5; the areas onder sugar-cane included 
lands uoder young cane which has not been assessed io 
tbe year of report. The figures subsequent to 1923*24 
show tbe areas matured during the year. The area * uoder 
sugar-caoe is not likely to expand as suitable land is 
strictly limited, 

There afe two main variecies, each with its own dis¬ 
tinctive method of cultivation. One is the white Madras 
cane, the other is called the Kvaukganog.’' Tbe former 
is crushed for mdk'iTiB byanfsga, the Tatter is sold in tbe 
stick to buyers from Uoul mein who come to tbe Awin and 
cut it The cultivation of tbe latter is limited to tbe 
islands in tbe Salween and Gyaii^ and the area under it 
is very small. The bulk of the sugar-cane is grown in tbe 
valley of tbe Bilin river and on the ban k$ of tbe Tbebyu 
and Kadat ^AaungiQ the Kyaikto Township. It is also 
grown to the north of Shwegun where the cultivatloo is 
expanding from year to year. The AyanUga is exported 


Sugap-eane. 



TbAMfi District, 


to Raagoon. Tbe Cbioese firms there ere tbe pricdpal 
buyers. Tbe kyVito,g 4 produced in Pa*so Subdi?ision is 
laferior to that produced m tbe Bilin neighbourhood. It 
» too dark in colour and oot sufficiently britile to fetch 
tbe best peice^ but the rates of labour are low and 
large quantities are consumed by the Kareas with whom !t 
is traded for paddy. 

The area in i989>30 was 3,185 acres. The crop is 
Tobacco becoming popular owing to better 
prices t<eiQg now realised. It is mostly 
grown on tbe small islands in the Salweeo and in 
minute patches by the Kareos on the banks of the Hieing* 
bwe cAuKff^aod its tributaries Three varieties are grown ; 
Shwegyin, Coringbee and dah.ih-se. Their method of 
cultivaiisn is more or less the same but tbeir tseatment on 
maturity, method of disposal and fioa! use are different. 
The Sbwegyiaaod Coringbee varieties are usually exported 
to Moulmeio for making cbeeroots, Vah.klt.tt is cbie^ 
grown by Taungthus, Burmans aod Talaings on tbe Islands 
of tbe Salweeo below Pa-an^ and in small patches id 
Hlaisgbwb Township by the Karens. 

Tne area under dAanfin was 1,984 acres. It 

Dhani i* grown OD the banks of the Salween 
and its creeks and also on a few islands 
at the mouth of the Salween, in particular^ Idayanthouug- 
kyun, an elongated island about 3 miles in length stretch¬ 
ing from Mayanlettct creek on the west to Kadalog cAsttxg’ 
OR tbe eait. The area under dAant is decreasing owing to 
tbe gradaal conversion of iifdext Into paddy as the lands 
rose in level. Tbe largest quantities of thatch and liquor 
are obtained from Mayaothoungk^un island and from the 
banks of the Darelo 6 ksun£. Tbe plantations are some* 
Umes let to tenants for liquor only and sometimes for both 
liquor aod thatch. 

Rubber has shown a steady increase fro.n 1,179 acres 
p tv tpio-ii to i7,a27 acres in 1929-30. 

^ Large estates have been planted with 

rubber and are all producing at present. The soil appears 
to be very suitable for rubber growing. But for the drop 
in tbe prices of rubber^ its cultivation would have increased 
a great deal more than at present. 

Soils may be roughly divided into four classes: 

(1) Alluvial soils known as ‘ thdaon,” 
usually along the banks of streams and 
in areas receiving silt deposit. These are the most fertile 
of all aod give constant yields. 
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(s) Heavy day soils, usually haviDg a thm layer of 
silt aod clay aud a 9uD*soil of yellow clay. Tbe depth at 
which tbe latter kiad of soil is found determioes Che ferCU 
lity of tbe laod. The paddy plant getv stunted io growth 
aa soon as the root strikes yellow clay and geoerally tbe 
yield is poor. This soil is found over most parts of Cbe 
district. 

(3) sandy soils usually foroied from tbe 

detritus of tbe hills of the neighbourhood. They have 
generally a subsoil of hard clay and are poor In fertility. 

(41 Hard clayey soils of lateilte formation; tbe 
soil is nsually red in colour and poor ia fertility. 

An analysis of tbe last at years shows that there were 

Climslic c«.d!.io„. •' 8°®“ f P»®' 3 

tbe percentage of outturos during these 
years varies from 65 to 99, it may be assumed that the 
good years really approach what might reasonably be 
considered normal conditions, Floods which do so much 
damage in the Pa*an Subdivision may aUo be considered 
normal occurrences in tbe district. Within lhatdn and 
Kyaikto Subdivisions, floods do not seem to aflect agricul¬ 
ture t*! any great ex teat. Tbe cultivator adjosls bts 
operations to suit the state of the floods by planting the 
seedlings in low places only after tbe rains tiave slackened 
off in Septeosber when there is less risk of 

(he crops beiog destroyed by flooding. In the b^her 
portions be plants the seedlings immediately the level of 
tbe water permits him to do so and risks the chances of 
haviog to replant a second and a third lime. It may 
therefore be assumed that the rainfall, however, calamitous 
it may be does not produce calamitous results. The poor 
years invariably follow a shortage in the raiofall at the end 
of tbe season. Tbe paddy then Is in ear and scanty rain¬ 
fall in October does a great deal of barm to the ripening 
crops. Provided the iate rainfall is ample and well 
distrubiieed in September and October, a bumper crop is 
usually obtained. The heaviness or otherwise of the early 
and middle raios does not seem (o have Che same adverse 
effect as debcienC late rainfsll in this district. 

Tbe /^^am^iun£daU 9 f caterpillar does a great deal of 
p damage to cultivation in some years by 

nibbling off the grains from tbe ripe ears 
of paddy. This caterpillar, however, makes Its appearance 
only rarely and U not of great consequence. Gohfo or 
paddy.ear.cutting caterpillar and ntkaukf or paddy stem 
borers are common insect pests but their ravages are 
never extensive. If tbe top of tbe paddy withers off aod 

30iC3 
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the pUnt dies, tbe cultivator attributed it to an insect 
cal'ed the hut no cultivator has been able to 

produce the insect. It occurs only in the worst soils 
having a sub.soil of yellow clay 3 or 4 inches from the 
surface- The destructioo of the paddy plaat seems to be 
due to the existence of this yellow soil and sot to the 
presence of aoy insect. Neither rate nor sparrows trouble 
the cultivator of wet weather paddy. In mayin areaa the 
sparrows do some damage Bears, wild pigsj small deer 
and wild cats also do some damage to 'sugar.caoe cultiva¬ 
tion in tb&Kadat and Thebyu ci^ung valleys and to crops 
that lie on the edges of the jungle in the Pa.an Subdivision. 
Crabs are a great deal of nalsance to the cultivator in the 
tidal tracts. These marine crabs come into the fields at 
three tides in Aogast and September. 'J'hey are know’n as 
" konbaka'’ and are about the size of amaJl jice grains. 
They can do 00 damage to paddy plants. They live in 
the cracks and crevices of the fields throughout tbe hot 
months. By April they attain tbe size Of large ** pegyi'' 
seeds. During the high tides of May and }noe they go 
down to the aea in large sw'arms and they are then known 
^9 fAtUHgsi.gMAfi. Nothiog can be sown till they have 

S uitted the isi/ar. Nurseries cannot be started as they 
estroy all youug pla* t$. The period to which the cultiva¬ 
tor can sow his seed with safety Is confined to tbe short 
space of time the full grown crabs migrate to theseaaudtbe 
time the progeny of the departed crabs return to the land. 

Othe” croft —a red rot disease attacks the sugar, 
caue. The first symptom is a withering of the plant as if 
from drought. Jaggery made from sucn canes does not 
harden properly., Tbe cause of the disease is a fungus 
that grows inside tbe cane and kills it. Great care in tbe 
selection of seed cane would do mach to check this 

Tbe rblaocerous beetle} tbe elephant beetle and a 
red weevil attack coconut palms. These insects are 
responsible for the diminishing area under coconat. 
Until tbe villagers make ao effort to destroy the breeding 
places by bumiog rubbish heaps there Is not much hope 
of cbeckiag it. At present they do nothing. 

In some years heavy winds cause damage to tbe stand* 
u. . , . ing crops in tbe plains by seducing tbe 

ig win ». outturns considerably. These winds 
come from tbe slopes of tbe Martaban bills and strike the 
paddy crops just when tbe plant is beginning to bring forth 
ita ears of grain. Tbe tall plants of the paddy sway from 
side to side the whole day long and the pollen seema to get 
blown away by the breeze, thus preventing the fertilization 
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of tbe ears of It is said that the yitid is reduced 

by nearly oae-third, when there are high wiods. The area 
mostly aflectedliesia the vicinity of Ziogyaik, Palatj Paung 
and Kywdgan. In other parts of the district do complaiot 
has been heard oo tbla score. 

There are no Government iirigaiion works, (frigation 
by private ^eitcv is on a small scale 
Irrigation and Prouc- ^^d Js confined to the maytn and faia 
uvew r a. lauds. irrigaCioo Is carried out by 
diretiiog the water of small hill or tidal streams into the 
fields by means o1 small bunds or weirs. There are no 
‘‘Sea’' of any size as the mayitt aod ^aU fields are 
irrigated by merely letting the tidal water flow into the 
fields at the high tides. At other timer) the water is kept 
stored In the canals by means of small bunds and the 
^ khanwe ” and tripod brought into use for baling water 
into the fields. BeteUvioes and mangosteens a/e irrigated 
from wells in the gardens or by buodiog bill streams. In 
19^3*04 about !2 square miles were irrigated, the gi eater 
part lying m the W-an To'^nship^ in iCfSy*3o the total 
irrigated area was 38 sqnare miles. 

No loans have been made aoder the Land Improvement 
Loans Act nor has any exemption from payment of revenue 
beeo made by District Omceis oa account of private 
irrigation or embankment works. 

By far the most im]>ortant works are those designed to 
keep out) or carry off, the surplus wa'er, defence aod 
drainage works. There are 00 such works constructed 
and maintained by Government. Bunds along the sea- 
cosst built by private enterprise have been successful ia 
keeping out the salt water from the sea except in tbe 
BiliD and Kyaikto Townships where individual everts 
without ooity and co*oper 4 tion have generally failed to 
produce the desired results. 

Tbe number of cattle according to tbe district return 
^ . for the year 1929 is as follows 


Oxen 

BuSaloet 


•9aot 


Co*s. 

Young stock. 

1 

Uf4$9 

4S.603 

a«»36e 

*3.075 
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Cattle breediog is exknsively practised in a hapbasard 
fashioo. No atteotion ia paid to the improvement ol stock 
and sires are aeldom it ever selected. Compared with 
Upper Borma the averse run of cattle io That6n District 
is poor. Wherever there are todiaos there are large herds 
of cattle but althoagb the mixed breed though larger ii> 
site and better io speed and appearaoce are not so hardy 
as the pure Burmae or Sbaa breed. This cross breeding 
is very extensive, especially In the Hlaingbwh Township. 
The Shan traders yearly bnog la herds vri Sbanywathit 
and Kawkareik which they drive over to the west and are 
sold from village to village. 

Grating-grounds cone under two heads, those situated 
amidst the paddy plains on (be same 
Grsiing'fTounds. ^ (|j^ sortoundiag kw'ns and 

those situated oo higher ground/ 
geoeraUy along the slopes of billy country. The latter is the 
only kind of land useful for grasiog purposes. But many of 
them are dense jungle aod cattle cannot penetrate them, 
and some of them are either laterlte ridges or low scrub 
jangle in which there is precious little grass for the cattle 
to eat. The graaiog grounds la the paddy plains are of 
little importance, ^ey are covered with too much water 
during the rains to be of any use. After the plooghlng 
operations are over, it is ibe general custom to send the 
cattle to the grasiog grounds near the hills. Kareo herds¬ 
men take cba^e of them for a small fee aod they are 
brought back again after the rains for threshing purposes. 
During the dry weather, they are either tuned loose on 
tbe iwins or nse the graring groands if there is any grass 
on them which is very rarely the case. Tbe high lying 
gracing grounds near tbe hills are however usefal for 
another purpose. It Is often difScolt to raise seedlings 
within th&iwin because the nursery is either flooded or 
destroyed by crabs. In some cases the soil is poor and 
exhausted and seedlings raised oo them are not vigorous 
enoughj aod permission is obtained to use the gradng 
grounds for n^ing nurseries. 


There is no pony breediog. Tbe district is supplied 
mainly from tbe Shan Stales. Goats 
Other domesiic „e owned chiefly by the Indians. 
AHiniais. Tauogthus and Karens breed pigs for 

tbe market. 
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CHAPTER V. 

FORBSTS AMD MiMSRALS. 

1. AdmiHisirafiott. —The Tbat 5 n IForest Division is 
with certaio exceptioQS conUrraioous with (he Civil Dis¬ 
trict. As at present coostttuted its boundaries are those of 
That 5 n District with the following ezceptioosi— 

(t) The portion of Hlaingbwh Township lying oast 
of the Daw Da range is part of the Thaungyio 
Forest DlTision, S36 square miles ia extent. 

(a) The coastal strip west of the railway from 
M6kpalin to Martaban is adcainistered by the 
Kado aod Agency Forest Division. Its area 
is 587 square miles. 

Notl—O i Che shore the former contains teak bearing 
• forest, but the Isttsc consists of paddy land and tidal 
creeks and is administered for drift eontroi only. 

{3) The KyaodauDg Reserve, a very small block north 
of the Kyoopagu stream and therefore in 
Shwegyia Township of Toungoo Civil District 
Is included for convenience in Tbat6o Forest 
Division. Its area is 600 acres. 

Before the Forest Divisions were reorganised in ipna 
the whole o( the Hlaingbwh and Pa-an Townships belonged 
to the Thauojjyin Foiest Division, aod the western part of 
Thatdo District together with Salween District formed the 
West Salween Forest Division with headquarters at Moul- 
mein. In those days Thatho was the headquarters of a Forest 
Subdivision, but since 1932 the Divisional Forest Ofiicef, 
Thatdn Divialoo, has bad his headquarters in That 5 n itself. 

The *preseot permaoeot sanctioned staff consist of a 
Divisional Forest Officer,a gazetted Assistant for Revenue 
work, •> Rangers, 13 Deputy Rangers and 51 Foresters. 

The Division is split up into six Ranges as follows 

Bilin Range, headquarters Bflln. 

Thaeta Range, headquarters Thstdn. 

Dendatni Range, headquartefs Kyowall^. 

Kyoosein Range, headquatisrs Ihe. 

Pt*an Range, headquarien Pa<n. 

Hlaicigbvi Range, headquarters Hlungbwe. 

Of these the last two are east 0! the Salween and 
contermioous with the two Townships of Pa*an aod 
Hlainghwh. 

2, Dittfdhution »nd Staiu* 0/ Forettt. —The total 
* area computed to be under forest in the District amounts 
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to 2,63i square mUes oi which ooly 304 square cniles are 
iacluded ia reserves. The reserTea are as iollows ;-«> 


Range* 

_(Li 


Bilin 


ThoiOn 


Dondanl 


PB*an 


Reserve. 

(») 


I Area in 
^square mites. 

(i) 


Kyonseia ... 
Hlamgb**... 


fKyandeung 
I Kyundanng Eaten- 

I Sion I. 

{ Kyundaung Exten- 
I sion n. 

I Wetwundaurig 

f Danii ... 

< KaJamataung ... 

C Martaban ... 

^Btlatkalityt ... > 

I I ilaikatgyi Extensor f 
Ofiliangyi ... ") 

Onkartgyi Extension 11 
Onkangyi Exceo > 
sion (i. I 

Tagelsung ,. 

Ta^elaufig Exten 

SiOn ]. 

Tagelauflg ExKn 
ston II. 

^Kyakatchaufig 
Pabein 
l.Kyon$ein ... 

* Hiaingbvi 
^uchaung ... 

.Meisung 
fTilon 
i Kyonpago 
CMiiharaung 

Total area o( reserves 


j 


4 

6 

(S 

19 


t4 


S' 

P 

45 

A 

i 

H 

it 

9 


Date of 
resetvaeien. 

(4) 


3(>4 


188* 

' 90 ? 

1907 

(pg8 
(pis 
.' 9 a 9 
(909 
iVyd 
. ' 9(0 
r »878 
1910 
1910 

w '«79 
1910 

(.' 9(0 

(689 

1907 
19(0 
190S 
(90S 
19 0 
1910 
( 9(0 

1908 


No further reserves are likely to be taken up. The 
reserves of the District are of value chiefly for local trade. 
They contaio much fyink&do aod yyinma but except Iq 
those near the head of the DondamI river and id the 
ThauDgyiQ valley there is 00 really valuable teak'beariug 
forest. Except aloog the bill range flaaking the railway 
line Irom Thelaxeik to Martaban there is ample forest left 
outside the reserves available for vUl^e supply. The 
reserves were constituted wherever areas or adequate 
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site were found cODtainfog forest of ?alue or fikely to be 
of vaide for trade or loea^ supply. Tbe balance of tbe 
area under iorest baa been left aoreaerved eitber became 
seI(*coDta\ned blocks with ecocomical bousdaries could 
not be found, or because tbe dam aids of coltWation, 
perenaneot and ahifiing, were found to ontveigb tbe need 
for cooservatioo. In actaal character this ' uaefaased 
forest’ varies from vasthUlsides—tbe Dawoa slopes-^ 
covered with forest vegetation ok evergreen type .bot 
subject to rotat^O'^al destruction by iajingy€ cuiters, to 
patches and strips intervening among fiekfs aod oft<n 
•QDhtifrom their soil, tor any kind of cultivation, 

Much of this UQclaased forest beara-^or has borne— 
trees of value io trade, but as a whole it is a decreasing 
asset and it is not Government's policy to preserve it as a 
tirnber repositoxy except in a few localities where teak 
occurs aod—in a less degree^where tte s * reserved ’ 
noder the Korest Act are forbidden for free village use and 
worked subject to girtb limits by traders holding licenses. 
Eventuillyrt maybe possible (o entrust to vihage com- 
mitteea ibe manageencot of bfocka of forest in tbeir own 
interests. 

Tbe question of reservation of bill forest for ' climatic ' 
pnrpos s or for prevention of floods bas been considered 
and d smissed as ot lUtle Importaoce where rainfall is so 
regular and where vegetation re.asserts itself wi h such 
vigoer as d dees fn ^Is regioo. lo most parts of tbe 
Dtstrlet (he distribution of forest, whether reserved 
or nor, is such that there will always be ao ample 
supply of forest produce for the use of local villagers 
ep to lb* maximum population to be expected, The 
only problem in this respect concerns tbe string of 
towns and villages which eiteods with UtlU intermls' 
sion from near ihe Bllin river to Marta bio, between 
tbe nan time plain and tbe flanking range of bills. This 
R»ige, especially near its south end, is very steep, and 
rises to 3,000 fret opposite Ziogyafk. Itsup^er slopes are 
still heavily clothed with ticab^r, protected by its 
inicc'BS bility. Tbe emira Haage bis bees res«rved, 
solely i the Interests of tbe local populatioos' vital ceeds, 
and Forest maDageffiesC ta applied with the^ole f'bject 
of ^gola In^ tbe scpply on systematic Uoca. For the 
success of this aim tbe co*operation both of officials aod 
villagers is a necessity. 

J^or4St pr^dMe*-^A. TVesiiSf'.—Tbe chief timber trees 
are teak (TectdQa grandis), fjinkgdo (Xylia dolabrh' 
formls),^yiaws (L^erstroema riot Regioae)^ ikin^n 
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(Hopea odoraU)i Aanyin (Oipt^oorpua aUlns), in 
(Dipkrocarpus luberciHatusj, tAfiya (Shores obiusa)^ 
and tngyfn iPeotacme suavis). 

Teak occufs acatcered or 10 smaU patches in many parts 
of the District buc is only lound cooceniratr'd i.i the 
Ookangyi) Bilatkatgyi and Tagelaang R serves in the 
Doodami drain and in the Thauii*!yio valley. It ia 
worked under regular girdUng schemes by oagHerm 
lessees and extracted to Thalhn and Moulm in lor local 
conversion nr sale. Extraction is cheap and easy, but the 
timber} except that from the Thaungyin, a b'lovr average 
in shape and quaitty though some times of large size. 
Plantations ol teak have been made between 1877 to 1898 
in ibe above mentioned reserves and are alteadyprodi^c* 
ing a good yield from th)oo(ngs» even the poo est stems 
beini; louod worth extraction as an aid to the do.iting of 
Doa.biioyanc timbers' An area of 3,300 a'r> s was pi aied» 
but the results do not promise to produce good timber. 

East of the ween the*e is bnt little teak excfpt in 
the fan'-Dawoft iract, which forms part of Mesars, Steel 
Brothers' leased area In Tbauagyin Porest Division. This 
area includes some rich leak fot'st m the Tauke and 
Wissa^^' Reserves of (be Meple* 1 haur^^ym b| ck as well 
as scatter d te.<k In the narrow unbiassed »irip further 
o rch. It borders on the Maoglongyi forests in Sam 
lately worked by the Bombay Bu ma Trading 1 orp>Tation 
Limned. Its limbsr has to be Soared down ih' H«tgyi 
rapids of the Salween as single logs, most of wh ch are 
collect'd m ihe ra as at Meaeik, pear Yinbalng lo 
Hlaiogbwh Township by a regular army of ampblnlous 
adveoturers, and delivered mainly at v1ibm opposite 
Shwegufl wheoce it la rafted to Kado. A larg^ number of 
logs however become stranded above aoo bolow tho 
Hatgyi, ani have.to be re-launched in the dry a aaon by 
elephants: these are caogbt by temporary ‘'boomes'' 
across the Salween near Kamawle. 

Kado Revenue Station, some 8 miles above Moalmeio, 
is tbe general emporium for aU timber coming down the 
^Iweeo, whether from Tbatdo and :»alweea Oistricia or 
from Southern Shan Slates, Karenur and Northern Siam. It 
is tbe chief charge of the XAdo andAi*ncy Fortsi Divition 
whole beadquacters are at Moulmein. Ihe dep6c itself 
is situated just outside Thatdn District, but a lar^e part 
of the coastal aod river tract in tbe District comes under 
the jurfsdictren of this ' noD-territoriar Forest Uivisioo, 
and a note on it is appropriate berc' 
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The DMsioa includes do forests. Its work lies only 
m areas covered by tbe highest tides or river flood*, aad 
jfl concerned with tbe inspection of marks, check of tbe 
various outtufos, classification, assessment and collecdon of 
royalty and other does, sale of lapsed drift and other 
Governcnent timber, and all the recordini^ and accounts 
work (or the whole of the outturn of Umber from the 
Salween r^ver, whether from Burma, Karenci, tbe 
Southern Shan States, or Nort^ern Siam, as well as pari 
of that from the Sittaog and the ubole froni the Gyaiag^ 
drainage and the Ataran. All timber passing down the 
Salweeo is stopped at Kado for check, and ^e Division 
also coutrols the drift depbc at MbkpaUn on tbe lower 
Sitiaog. 

Teak Umber escaping as drift from the Sittang, and to 
a less degree from the Salweeo and BiUn, is often salved 
along the coait between tbe Salween and Sittang mouths 
or washed up tidal creeks towards the rail way j and It is 
for this reason that control of the tidal plain in ibis region 
is in the hands of Kado. 

The Pivi<ion’8 jurlscicUon exteods up the Salweeo as 
far as the mouth of ibe I'haungyln, a<kd the imporlaot 
operanor.s of launching of straoded teak above and below 
the Hatgviand the annual salving work already mentlaaed 
is all organised from Kado. 

The Divis'on is staffed by a Divisional Forest Officer, 
stationed in Moulmeloi a SubdivJsional Forest Officer at 
Kado itself, and a special expert »taff of Deputy Rangers 
aod Foresters trained in this branch of the work. 

Wuh the exception of the regioo north of the Yinbaing 
stream in the North*east, Pyinkod^ fXylia Dolabriformis) 
grows in the uncultivated parts all ovrr thv District and 
numerous poles are found growing in ^nso/.*’ Mr. 
Barrington writes la bis Working Plan (or I'oatoD Division 
*^Teak and should be considered equal in this 

district since it is probable that fyinkad^ is (hr beat 
paying cropIt is almost ubiquitous, intruding among^ 
and ousting other species where the soil is well drained. 
During the years of the of i9xa«^i9iS the adoption 
of pytnkado for sleepers by the Indian Railways caused 
«bolcf.*k aod moat wastefat cutting round about Mfikpalia 
and Bilin. 

PytHMi (Lagerstroemia Flos Reginas) occurs on light 
sandy banks of streams and is the predominant species on 
laud inundated for several months in the year, though la 
these localities it yields timber poorer In quality than that 
growing on higher ground. Forests of young /ys'affrd 
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occur along tbe low baolu ol streams, especially (hat of 
(be Poo dam i. 

/h (DIpterocarpus tuberculatus) fotma tbe over wood la 
art as, groAiog almost pure. It likes soil derived 
from saodstooe and Uterice or of feriugoiona teodency. 
Considerable quantities of fn were exported to India eid 
Mouicnein in former years. 

^long banks of streams and aometimcs in depresaioBS 
coveted with alluvium ianyin (DipterocarpyS alatus) and 
tkt'ngaH (Hopes ederata) occur. Small clamps of kMyin 
remain in the nidst ol cultivated areas south of 
Sbanywathit, aod on the inaccessible slopes of the Pawns 
north of Yinbaing cAnung. Most of the JCoMytn trees 
alongside roads sod jungle paths suRer a good deal by 
travellers making huge deep cuts aod setting hre to ibese 
to get the oilj which mixed with other combustible material 
forms tbe jungle torch. TAingAn is valued as the best 
timber for makiog boats, 

TAitya (Shorea obtu&a) and tngytn (Peutacme suavU) 
grow 00 ibe older rocks in Tilon Reserve, and lo Kyonseia. 
Jo the same areas, aa also Id Melauig and MItbsraung, 
(Melaoorrboea usitsta) is found. It grows scattered 
ail over these /ndatng regioos. tMsi tappiog is carried 
on in the unclaasea (uresti betweeo tbe Railway lloe aod 
tbe ridge to the east of it^ and lo Pa-an Township. 

Minor Fertst Preduu.^'the most important articles 
of minor loieet produce arev tkini, Bat’s guano^ 
Cardamons. Damtner, Bamboo^ Canes and lopet Tbe 
&rst four of these are sold to a mon poHst lor a period ^ 
three years. Great quantities of bjtoboo are extracted for 
structural aod raltiog purposes, lo some places where ft 
Is possible bamboo rafts are brought up agalo from 
Moulmela. i^ith tbe tide for use as floatiog material a 
second time, /nfoi Is'k leaves) is eslcnsively used for 
roofing aod walling purposes wherever it is available ; It is 
more popular tbaa theike since it lasts longer and does 
not catch fire so readily. In 1930-31, Rs. 4,533 
realised as revenue from tbe above minor forest produce. 

Bdtnboos.—'l'it^ most important bambdos are tosh* 
(Dendiocalamua giganteus), kyaShsung (Bambusa 
polymorph a), Untoa (Cepbalostachyum pergracile)i vs/y» 
(Deodrocalamus Tnerobranaceua}, tksik (bamOusa tulda), 

vsgok or tfsnvr (Oxytenantbera albo-ciliata), myin 
(Pecdrocalamua strictus), kyskst (Bambusa arundinacea) 
and tshindsiHg. Except 00 the inaccesatble slopes of tbe 
1*^ the noitti'east toalo fs rarely found growing 
Vild. Cl 1 e f I arc seen carefully fenced round in Karen 
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viltagcj. Next id iraportaoce U the Kyatiaung, which 

« row$ ove? coosiderable areaa io the north-west near 
tbyauog along the Bilio valley near Wingale' aol to the 
west of 6 ilakatgyi Reserve above Ta-u-kbi. The Kareo 
builds bis hut Irom the roof downwards, eocirely with ooe 
Or the other of the.«e two species. The graceful 
rtf^tWssa/grows id patches ov the Kyalktiyo ridge, SDd 
ou tbe slo es above Ta*i3*khL Th* creepiag ifiAHwap 
commonly f >uod growing under in of the tttdain^ areas, is 
a seriou'< hindrance to la regeneration. TAdtAwa and 
fiHva are mach lo demand for making mats and basket 
work. Is strong, straight, heavy and sometimes 

almost solid, nod i« very uieful for building and lurolture 
making. 

Af>ner-jis.—tiM occurs on the Kalamalauag to the east 
of Z ngyak and Paung, where there were f ur mines which 
were worked only dunng th- years of the tin ‘‘ boom To 
the east of Ba mb Aegon lead mining is carried on, but oa 
a small scale only. Kaolm of a lainv good quality was 
worked for about a year, near Yinqycin. Near this place 
and in the neighbourhood of Taungsua, Taunggale, 
Kyaikto and Mbkpalin are queries producing excelleot 
gran te road metal. The Gove foment at 

M6'<palln, carried on with convict labour, sjppiy moat of 
the metal for the roadway of Lower Burma and also 
railway ballast Laterite blocks of exceKeat quality are 
quarried near Thathn. Kyaiktv aod Mbkpalio. Accord log 
to reporis of local Karens, Mica, Copper and Lead are to 
be found at or near the Nfizaiog hill. 

Tbe Diurict U well supplied with Uia^stone outcrop# 
and coosiderable quantities of lime arc burnt aod exported 
from Zimmathwe, Kyeituy wethauog and Duyinseik, 


CHAPTER VI. 

Occupations and Trads. 


The majority of the population of the district is Oeeupa* 
dependent on agriculture. At the last censDS (19*1) 76 
per cent of tbe total population proved to be d’griculturists^ Jgfy**** 
r.s., directly depeoded oa agriculture for a living, tbe per-, 
ceotage for 1911 and 1311 were 74 and 77 respectively. 

About oDe-seventh of tbe a^icnltural popnlatjoo is 
snppoTted by tdvngidtii shiltioz cultivatloo. Except 
tike densely popoUted plaioB oT the BiUo and 
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Townihips, it is unusual to find a cultivator who has no 
subsidiary occupation ol a noD^agricultural character. In 
most years 'be is engaged in some outside labour to 
suppIemsnC his income from agriculture* The remoter the 
tract the more he baa to devote his extra time to other 
work in order to eke out a living. In the poor tacts 
where hold jogs are small and faro! lies large the culuvator 
is left with neat to nothiog after paying the land revenue 
and capitatioD‘tas. 

Noti-aen* The following are the principal non-agricultural 
ealttrriL occupations given at the last census; the figures shown in 

brackets Indtcate the number io the whole district: > 

Charcoal-burners (1,055); Cattle and buffalo breeders (^08); 
Sheep, goat and pig breeders {C75I; Herdsmen, sheperds 
and goatherds {1,2^9); CoUoo-sising and weaving (a, ^88); 
Sawyers [1,620;; Carpenters^ turners and joiners (1,80^); 
Potter», earthenware makers '699); Llme-burners ft,S47)r 
Jewellers and workers io gold, silver and other precious 
metals 2,08i); Boaimrnaod towmen (S431); Shopkeepers 
and general storekeepers (90,194). 

The average cultivator has to devote his attention to 
some other subsidiary occupation such as work io the 
forests, river transport work, making of/« leaf roofings 
keepiog small teashops, bamr-selling, lime and charcoal 
burning, pig, duck and goat breeding, making of wooden 
saadals and rain helmets vKhamaoks}, stooe and laterite 
quarrying, cooly work on the roads or In rubber estates or 
carting paddy during the o(f season. 

A short' accouat 13 given below of a lew oF the more 
importaot □on-agricultural work In the district. 

Charcoal The charcoal industry is an important one. Most of 

Burtung. the burners come from the right bank of the Dontharoi in 
the Tbat 5 n Subdivision and their sphere of operations is 
the Hlainzbwe Township. Large quantities of charcoal are 
made at Kaso^ Patkyaw, Kwanta, Pauklauk and Naurg* 
gayalwe. The operations are also carried out o^i a small 
scale at Ouylnseik and Zlmmaibwc sod the oroduct is sold 
mostly locally to blacksmiths and others, hfestof the coal 
from Hlaiogbwe Township is graded and sent to Martaban 
lor the Rangoon Market. TAnkkyMn, KcWaii and 
make the best charcoal so the life of the industry depends 
largely oa what steps the Forest OepartiDeot take la con¬ 
serving these trees. The trade is eatbelf In the bands of 
the Indians, although the actual burners are usually 
fiurmaus. 

Use- This gives employs eat to a considerable nusberof 
bivning. people. It Is burot at several villages aJoog the Doutbasi 
and Salweea. As both the stoae and firewood to boro it 
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have to b« catted for rotne miles the margio of profit is 
small. The kilos are prepared m November as sooo as the 
raias cease. The uniform s*re of a kils is about six feet 
in diameter. Each kilo is brirked io and fenced with 
bamboo mattiog and it lasts from two to three years. 

Tbe stone is quarried during the enure rainy season at the 
limestone hills of Kawguo^ Kamafi etc., in Pa*aa Sub- 
dmsioD. The fu^l is collected in October from the jungles 
in the neighbojih'iod and is usually sold at eight annas per 
cart but most of the lime-burners, however, collect the 
wood themselves. I he lime is burnt onl^ in the dry 
weather and each Hiuming takes five da vs from the time the 
stone is put into ihe kilo till ic 1$ spread on the taUos ” 
to cool and slake. The outturn at each burning Is too 
bags. Each bag holds five kerosine oil tins and weigh 40 
viss. The lime is take 1 to Moulm*in by boat and is bought 
up mostly by C'.likess traders who make some profit by 
giving out advances of money during the raias, the 
usual rate being Es. :o for every too b igs of lime. The 
ordinary r.te, however is Rs.s8 per 100 bags on tbe river 
bank. 

The growiog of rubber is practically an innovation Rubber, 
since the l^st settlement. Much rubber Is grown within 
the district. Th-re are large estates in Pa an Subdivision 
but they .ire to be f lund moUly along the Thatdn 
Duyinseik Rrad and near Kyaikkaw on ihe Tbatdn.Bilin 
Road. There are eevc'ril o her smal'er estate scattered 
ab-'iit in Kvaikto. Bilin and Tha bn Towi.sh'ps. There 
estates give en«ployment to a «masl numb-r of people lu 
collecting (he latex and in weeding during the dry months 
of the year. 

This offers employment to a large aumber of people. Stone* 
icdian labour is chiefly employed. Tbe largest qutrry U <lusrrying. 
the one near Katun which is worked by Mr. Wall 
Mobamed of Rangoon. Next io size is tbe one at 
Taungsuo, worked by Mr. Osman Must) Khan, who owns 
a rubber estate at Mayangoo. There are several smaller 
quarries at Mirtaban, Yinnyem and Aungsaing. 

Three miles east of MdKpalin there Is a large Govern¬ 
ment quarry worked by convict labour. About s^soo 
prisoners are usually employed on this work. Desides 
stone metals, (aterite is quarried on a considerable scale 
near tbe villages of Kyaikkatba and Boyagyi. 

Tbe latest occupation is motor bus business which is Motor 
still in its iofancy. They generally ply along the Public transport. 
Works Department roads. During toe mouths of Febru- 
Afj, March and April there is scarcely anywhere these 
buses cannot go, along cart-tracks or through paddy fields. 
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By f&r tbe greater part of the populatioo being engaged 
in agriculture aad cattle-breediogj maDufacrurea may be 
said (o be almost non-e^cisteot. 

Salt is made b the seaboard towosMps oa a email 
scale. Tb a industry is not floursbing as it is not very pro* 
Stable. Tbe salt is sold locally at Rs. 90 to Ks, 100 per 
1,000 viss. 

In the littoral and riverine villages hshing and fiih- 
curing afford occupation fora considerable sectioji of tbe 
community. 

Tbe village Hfaingbwe enjoys some celebrity lor the 
pretty mats which it produces. 

Tiles lor roofing and a variety of waCer-pots are made 
at and near Zalbabyio on the Gyalng. The'e are pad'lled 
by boats and cart' all over the Pa an Subdivisioo. Tbe * 
ear'll bUck and of tbe consistency cl heaw clay and is 
brought from Za’habyin Chaun^byi, thr^e or lour mllea 
from Zathabyln and sand from the Gyaing River oppo^ite 
KawUiou. Men womeo and children are eDgai.e I In 
pottery work during the dry season. It is a domestic 
industry and hired labour is rarely employed. Tbe 

E otters are all Talaings. Tbe clay, pounded into mud and 
oeaded with sand In tbe proportion of Sto i. is trampled 
on mats aod kneaded afterwards by hand, ail foreign 
substances are removed and it is then made into balU of 
suitable size. A ball of prepared clay, a wheel, a wet rag 
aod a St ring are all that is required bv a skilful potter. A 
oew made pot is kept in the shade for two days to diy, it 
is then beaten into proper shape by a mallet (occ6ac£) 
against an eartheaware mould held inside it (co<^^) 
and is oroameuted by figured aod carved mallets before 
being put away to get thoroughly dry. The pot is re idy 
for baJc'Dg. The work at this stage Is done by womeo aod 
girls sitting io tbe shade of their houses and working till 
late at night. Tbe youths of tbe village find this aw 
excellent opportunity for courting as the workers cannot 
put 00 airs lest a rejected swain take his revenge oo tbe 
pots. About fioo to Boo pots are baked in a kiln at one 
time. The kilo consists of two square brick walls one 
oootaioed inside other, the wall measures 6 cubits square 
and t cubits high, tbe inner wall is only i cubit high and 
is at about t4 inches distance from the outer wall. The 
space between the walls Is tbe beartb which is led from 
four large boiei at the coroers of the outer wall, the heat 
passing through oumeroas open spaces 10 tbe looer walj. 
The pots are neaped up mouth dewaward Id the kilo to a 
height of 6 eu bits, the whole heap is covered wkb straw 
aodclay before being fired. The firing Is done by meo 
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only and great experience ia required to bake the pots 
exactly right; there should not be more than 50 broken 
pots in a ailn of 600 to 800. 

Aitogetber over a,000 people are employed in the 
village in the manotaciure of pots. The materials 
required are clav, coarse saud, straw, firewood and bricks. 

The first three are prac icaily free ; firewood costs Re t 
per cart and th ree carU are re q uired to b urn one k il n; br ic ks 
costs Rs. 7>8-o per Jjooo 'ti a kiln and ivU! lost for years. 

A man and wife can bake two kilns per s asoo ; the cost 
of constructmg a kilo works out to about Rs JO and the 
product if sold wholesale fetches about Rs, 30. The pots 
are however nearly alwiys sold retail ai prices ranging 
from one pice tor a small rice or curry poc to b or o 
annas for a Urge pot or Pegu jar; Lbe value of a ki*n thus 
sold is Rs. 50 to Rs bo. A great deal of p-it- barCrrlogls 
carried on among the oeighbouring villages m these pots. 

When the pottery se;)3on is over the women begin 
weaving, and Rs. 10 per month can bo earned oy weaving 
cotton oiankets and h^igyts. 

There are numerous other industries carried on In the other 
district to supply locul needs, such as cart*making, industries, 
carpentery, t« leaf and d^Ant thatch* making, etc., but 
these arc commoo io many parts nf the country and call 
for no srecial mentica. 

Small rice mills are to be found scattered all over the Factory 
district at many railway stations nnd riverine villages. Industry. 
There are alao a few saw mills. The rice and saw mills 
are of course ea^aged in dealing with the timber and 
paddy produced in the district. 

A few rubber factories are bii'lt on the large rubber 
estates and there is a stone metal factory at Katun 
owned by Mr. Wali Mobamed of Rangoon. 

The chief export Is paddy. The bulk of the produce Trade, 
is taken to Moulmein by boat. The rest Is bought up by Bxpare. 
small rice millers along the railway line and then sent >0 
Moulmein as milled rice. Parbolliag of rice Is done on a 
small scale la some of the small mills tor export to southern 
India. Near MAkpalin and Kyaikkatha the paddy is seat 
to Raogooa by rail. South of Kyaikto Township the 
paddy was formerly sent to Rangoon but owing to the 
freight to Moulmein being lower and to more buyers from 
there, the balk of the produce is now takeo there either 
by rail or bj boat. Teak timber aod Sfewcod are seat 
out of the i^istrJct; bat with the exceptioo of lime, atope 
metal^ laterite and a small quantity of rubber, That60 
practically ao other export of importaoce. ''' 
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Barring the usual goods and previsloDS ot European, 
Chioeae or Japanese manufacture there are do other 
Imports of impoTtaoce. Cattle and poo*es are imported 
from the Shan States, to the dry weather Shao herds 
of cattle and ponies come tbroagh Kawkaretk aod 
Shaoywatbit aod by easy stages weod their way across to 
the west. At Shaoywathit there is a Veiennary Assistant 
to check the mtroduction of carde diseases. Most of the 
ponies 6nd their way to Moulmein. 


CHAPTER VII. 

MbANS op COMUU^^CATtON. 

Although the Thatbn District is bounded on the west 
by the sea^ the coast line is composed of mud datsj the 
streams leading to it are tidal with shallow mouths and 
there is no port of ao^ sort for ea'golog vessels, la the 
interior, communicaiions by Waterway are good. The 
Salween flowiog from north to south is navigable by the 
steamers of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company as far up 
as Shwegua, and from thereby motor boats and sruail 
launches to Kacnamsung just outside the district boundary. 
The Gyaieg, flowing from east to west along (ne southern 
boundary of the district separates the Pa-^n ^abdivisloo 
from the Amherst District, i^al o served by the 
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company. The Donthamir the chief 
tributary of the Salween, which it joins a* Nalhmaw, and 
the Hlaiogbwi ciaang, the chief tributary oi the Gyarog, 
are also both oavigable for small launche*. In addition 
to these there are many creeks aivlgaole by country boats 
for long distances which serve to coonect the inbabitan.a 
of the interior with the launch services. 

A large quantity of the paddy grown west of the 
railway line is exported by the country boats to Moulmeln 
9 t'd the numerous tidal creeks along the coast. All the 
larger villages of the district are, as might be expected, 
situated on the wa'erw^s or aloo’ tht railway. 

A single line of the 6(irma Railways runs through the 
district aod coonecte at Pegu with the main Rangoon* 
Mandalay line. In addition to a through mixed train from 
and to Rangoon every mornlagand evening there is a local 
rnnniog between MbkpaUn and Martaban. The latter 
stops at all stations, whereas the through trains stops only 
at the more important places. The following is a list of the 
railw^ stations, the number in brackets denoting miles 
from i^angoon, the nearest whole mile in each case being 
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given :-^MftlcpaIio ( 80 , Kyaikkatba (87), Boyagyi (92), 
Kyaikto (95), Mayangon (%ot), Taiingzun (106), 
Analngpun (no), Hninpal^ (ti3)> Donwqa (118), 
Thelneeik (123), Naungbo (126), Naunegala {130), 
TbatOn (134), Aqngsabg (138), Yinoyein (143), 

‘Katun (147), Zingyaik (i 5 o)> Paung (t55), Kywbgyan 
(158). Ga<ig)w (164), M.irt ban ((69). 

The.Th >t8n Disirici U fortunate lo being comp:^rative]y floadai 
well supplied with roads. The most important are those 
from Kyjikto to Martaban and iromTbatdn to Hlaingbwb. 

The Ryaikto* Martaban Road running almost paTallel 
with the railway is 83 miles in ien^tb. (t is metalled 
throughout and most of the temporary bridges have been 
replaced by masonry ones. With the opening of the 
Bdin Bridge in (928 29 BIMn Is becoming more of a back 
water than ever and now that taxis can run right through 
from Kyalkto to iVtartabsn, the railway’s passenger 
traflic is said to have been reduced. The approxim>ite 
yearly cost of marUenanoe per rnile for this road is 
fes. 1,806. The survey for an extension from Kyaikto to 
the Sittang KIver is in progrtss) the lignment being vfj 
Kinrounsakhao and the foot hills to Okpo on the 
Sittang. 

The Thatdn HIaincbwh Bead is metalled as far as 
Duyinzeik on the Donthaml (a bttle over 9 miles}, but 
from thrri’e to Pa> n (15 milof!} and from Pa'an to 
Hlainghu h (23 miles} it is surUc^d with l<terito. This 
road is bridged and drained throughout. The bridges in 
(he metalled portion are of masonry, but except for the 
masmry bridge over the Hlaingb-h cha^ug, the other 
bridges are ol timber. Th'* ar>nual cost of maintenance 
per mile is given by the Public Works Depaettnent as 
follows :^ThaibQ*Duyinzeik is Ps 2,289, Ouyiczeik>Pa-aa 
Rs. 2,100, and Pa-an>Hlaiogbwh Ks. 2,400. 

The above roads are maintained {zom Provincial 
Punds. The Dontbami and Salween are crossed by 
ferries for which the District Council is responsible. 

Other sufaced roads of importance are those from 
’Pa-an to Naungloo {Hi miles), Klamgbwb to Sbwegon 
(14I miles), dlaingbwb to Paibgkyon (15 miles) and 
Bilin to Taungznn (10 milesb of which 9 miles are 
surfaced). In Pagat, Paung, Pa* an, Hlaingbwd, Bilin, 
Kyaikkaw/ Thelnzeik, Wiopadaw, Kawkadut, Kyaikkatha, 
Slttaog are short stretches of road maintained by Cbe 
District CoQodl, also railway station approaches at 
Mfikpalla, Kyw^an, Ziugyaik, Katao, Yionyeia, 
Atmgsalag^ Naun gg ala, Nauogbo, Thelnseik and Doawpn* 

Two unaurfaced roads are maintained by the District 
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beat h<r«. 


Council, YiflDyeiQ to Kvettuywetbauoi; (ts) miles) aod 
from Martabao to Kyauksarit (?} miles}. Tbe^ are 
sappoe;d to be bridged and drained through out but many of 
the bridges are in a bad stated repair The District 
CodDcil has decided to extend th' P^-aO'Naungloo Ro id to 
the Htaiogbwb ehaHAgvtS Eindb, Lannya, Kyonsauk and 
Gyaiog, and earthwork has been done as lar as EiQcb 
this year. 

The District Cooncil have recently engaged their own 
engineer who as&umed charge of the district roads from 
the 1st April 1930 Sot of the bungalowa along them. 
There are a number of cart tracks Kept open bv the 
villagers that can be used for motor cars but they are 
not practicable in the rains. 

The Kyaikio Towu«hip has four ferries, three of which 
are acroM the 5 htang Rji^er and one across Che Mai 
gyaiinir Creek. T here are foor ferries across 'he Rilm Rtver 
at Zokkali, Douwun, BiUa and Nstkyiseik respectively. 
The Donthami River may be cro-sed by ferry at no less 
thao eight and the Salween at five places. All these are 
auctioned annually by the District Coor i 1 but many 0! 
them however are unimportant and limited to a single 
country boat o'dug out. The most Important, and hence 
the most iucri^tive, ferries are those at Duviateik oo the 
Donihami and ‘rom Kuze k to Pa*an on the Salween. The 
price paid for those is ia the neighbourhood of Ks. 5,000 
apiece per aninm and thh is a good indication of (he 
Volume of traffic that passes between Thatfin and Pa^o. 
In addition to boats for pa^a ngers ti ere >s a raft at each 
capable of taking cars, carts and cattlC' ihe Bdi^ Perry 
now that Che bridge across tbe Uiiin ch&un^ Is completed 
is DO longer important 

Tbe Idtesc revised rates of transport from tbe Thatba 
District, other than for tbe tow as of Thatdn and Kyalkto, 
are to be found in NoiificatioD No. 185 from the Coco- 
missioneri Teoasserim Division, dated Moiilmeln, the 3o(h 
July 1934, 

Cart rire (ord>Dary)| 4 annas per mile subject to tbe 
following mloima 

(1) To any Railway Station except Thatbo, eight 
annas. 

(a) To Tbatbn Railway Station, ten annas. 

(^) Other jouroeys, twelve annas. 

fi) Cart hire (special) for jouroeys in the Hlaingbwl 
Township Dot included In the table of rates id 
clause (3) If taken over i3 miles and disebarged 
—half rates for returs journey. ^ 
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(aj For bshs on 9 jrj tour, Ra. 1/4 per day. 
(3) For joutneya specified below 


Station 

Csrt hire. 

Prom* 

To. 

Distance. 

Dry 

weathet. 

Dry 

vesiher. 




Miles. 

Ra. 

A 

r. 

ftt, 

A. 

r. 

ThatAn 

fiatili 


aai 

? 

n 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Do. 

l^ttihkaw 


la 

3 

Q 

0 


B 

0 

Do. 

Paunp 


»?* 

5 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

Do 

Duvinreik 



s 

« 

0 

• 

0 

0 

OuvinxRk ... 

Pa-an 


(1 

3 

« 

0 

4 

0 

0 

TliAlAn 

Yinovein 


9l 

3i 

i 

0 

0 


0 

• 

HniapalA w. 

Bilin 


1 

fi 

0 

1 

S 

» 

euin 

f^valkio 


sol 

6 

0 

0 

S 

D 

0 

Taufiofun ... 

Kftsfkadut 


s 

1 

0 

0 

t 

6 

0 

Mskpolin ... 

SUlaiv 

« * * 

9 

1 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

Shwe^us 

Klaifieb*A 


u| 

3 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

Tiloa 

Ue 


•Of 

7 

8 

0 

3 

c 

0 

Do. 

tVart 



3 

0 

0 

3 

B 

0 

Pa-an 

Nounffloft 


Cf 

7 

8 

0 

3 

0 

* 

TMon 

Auk't'airekvon 

|C 

3 

0 

n 

4 

0 

9 

Kyaikio 

KinieunsakbAn 

B 

a 

8 

0 

3 

0 

• 


Ttie rates o{ boat hire are m follows >- 

(x) Large boat wltb three men Rs. 3 per dav. 
Sampan one rupee per day, ii taken for several days and 
return journey paid (or. 

(s) Large boat wltb three mao, 4 annas pec mile, 
and sampan li annas per mijr, K taken o>« a joerney and 
rijscharged at the end, subject to a minimum of hiU a 
day’s pay und^r clause {i,« 

(si For joQineyi specified below 



Sucinn. 


boat hire* 

1 

Prom. 

To. 


Rase. 

Class. 

1 


✓ 

Miles, 

1 Rs. A. 0. 


l^rwBjyan ... 

WApann ... 

i< 

[400 

I^arfre boat 
wkh ibree 





' aeo. 

Yiesvec o< 


10 

300 

Do* 

OkUda 

Do. 

9 

s 8 • 

De« 

Kyaikte ... 
Do. 

Kawtun 
Kyaikksths ... 

7 

0 8 0 
y r* 0 

Setr^s 

> . 
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At a matter of fact there is usually argameot over these 
rates. The boats are nearly ail owned by Indiaas who 
delight in h^gglbg a&d whatever the price fixed they 
would endeavour to squeeze more oo principle. Country 
boats io the form of dugoucs are procurable on nearly all 
streams but they cannot be tecommended. They invaria¬ 
bly leak, to an European they wobble terribly and offer 
the minimum of sib log space and do protectioa from the 
auo. S mpans can be hired a* the mote importaot villages 
at which launches hait t.g,, at Gyalng Village. 

Taxi The taxi trade is growing steadily. Although the 

taxis plying seem to be the oldest in Burma they seem to 
satisfy the community they serve and are a standiag testi¬ 
monial to the Ford and Chevrolet organisations. No other 
cars could possibly stand up to the rou^h usage and little 
attention they get. In ch'' dry weather they penetrate to 
the fOCKic out-of-the-way villages. The fixed rates are one 
anna per mile per person (O >dl roadsezcepC on the Marta- 
ban*Faqng«Thaidn'Kvsikk «w*Kamasaing Road where 
the ratK is oine pies per mile per person. As a matter of 
fact these rates owing to co npetiiion are often reduced. 

SeA The oistrict is veil supplied with bungalows except 

I bouses. QQ eagt of Hlainghwi Township where there 
are no good roads. In Ttiaibn there is a Circuit 
House belooging to the Civil Department of the Deputy 
Comrniasioi er as wvH as a uak Bungalow belongiog 
to the Public Works Department. Other Public Works 
Department Kungalows are to be found nt Mbkp>tlinj 
Kyaikto, Bilin, Hninpalb. Kamasaing, Theinseik, 
Yinnyeiii, Paung, Gangaw. (vfartabao, Dnyinzeik, Asat In, 
Pa-an, Tilon and Hlaiogbwb. They are all famished with 
a minimum of bear lorouqre and a certain amount of 
crockery. They an^ sup pie m nted by bnngabws belong- 
ing to tlie Diatriet Council, but main alord by the FnblTc 
Vi^rks Department^ at ShwegUD, Pagat, Natmaw and 
Tooamg oo the Sal wee Kyeitnywetbaung on the 

Douthami, Zathabyin on the Gyaing, Kyoupa, t'kioelcyon, 
Nauogion, Ahlat, Kawkadut, Psuktaw, Yioon, and Natgyi. 
The am ont of heavy furoi> ure io these is less than in (he 
bungalows belonging lo ihe Public Works Departmsot 
aod the crockery js usually an assortment of odds aod ends 
that have sem better days. There is a Port Trust bunga¬ 
low St Zingyalk and Fore«t D. partmeot bungalows at 
Peionbdaw, Wutkyi and Ehe, also 3 Civil Department 
bungalow stThabyechauDg, all of which are usually avail¬ 
able for the use of the ordi&Ary travnler. Zsysf; are 
numerous in .the more thickly populated parts ol tbe 
district, as elsew'here in Burma, but the universal rule of 
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bayiog tc reuoye one’s footwear before enteriog diinm- 
isbes their utility as fsr as che European traveller is con* 
cerned. As one leaves the mo.e s:tO«d and prasperons 
parts conmuaicatioQS become worse, vllUgea farther apart 
and tenU a necessity. 

There are Post and Telegraph Ofljces at BlUo, Post and 
H la i ngbwbi Kya ikto, M ar labao, M Mcp lUe, M 6kp alin 
Quarries, Pa-an, Paui^gt Shwegua, Tauogruo, Tbat&n aod8^*P”** 
Ibeinseik. There are Post Offices but no Telegraph 
office^ at Thatbn Basaac, Yinayeioj Wipalao^ ZathaoyiQ, 
Mayangoo, Siitang, Maunrlon, ICywigyan, Katun, Zingyalk 
and Thegon. Oi these HlaiDgbwb> ^lUaog, Nauiiglon 
and Tbsgon are served by vill^e postmen or runnerst 
the rest are served either by the railway or Irrawaddy 
Flotilla Company, Bilin is four miles trom Huinpali 
Railcray Station and there is a maJ motor car service 
between the two peaces. 

Postal fsciiUiesaie eateoded to the public in rural areas 
by village postmen attached to most of the above named 
Post offices* These vil age postmen have fixe^ beats and 
visit the surrounding village a on certain days. They deliver 
postal articles and take back letters f’om the villige letter 
boxes, but sp-' king generally the Postal Depmment Is 
very behind the time« as runners are still employed on 
roads where there is a regular -nd conataot motor traSc^ 
ShweguQ to Hlaiogbwb (24 n)i,esj and Pa-aa to 
NauDglon mlleal. 

CHAPTER V!U. 

Fauinb. 

AUhoogh the copious rainfall and riverine iaandation Fanune. 
provide most of the moisture required, frequently tbe last 
rains are insufficient which prevents the grain from filling 
out and the crop is light. This ia especulb to be foe^ 

In the Pa*aD Subdivision, wblcb, from the vodulatlog nature 
of the country, and the larg:e fiooded areas that can only 
be planted late> needa (be ripening showers more than the 
fiat plain west of tbe railway line where (r.e water lies 
better, h Is in tbe years of deficient late rains that the 
insect pest Is most common aod in 1929 It was found 
accessary to issoe in some places money for Hfunsa at the 
end of tbe rains. Local scarcity may occur owing to 
oveiflooding or failure of the late raioS) but these calami¬ 
ties caonot affect both high and low lands equally adversely 
at tbe asme time, and crop failure on any considerable 
scale is unknown, therefore famiue in the sense io which 
U Is understood In India or the dry zone districts of Upper 
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Barma Tbe average oatCoro of crops for Cbe year i9i9*to 
to taking loo to represent a normal crop, was £5 
with variatioBs from 65 ib i^toai (o 99 1 q ipar-aa. 


CHAPTER IX, 

Gsnbral Administratiok. 

General That6n Township was added to the Amherst 

Adminiv Olitrict together with Psgat and Martaban Townships, 
tretion* These were later incoporated 10 the Shwegyin Districtj aod 
it was not until 1895 that Thatdn became a district bead' 
quarters. The resident bead of the district Is the Deputy 
Commissioner! as elsewhere in Burma. His headquarters 
are jn,Tbat6o. The following is a list of Deputy Coot' 
missloners of Thatdn from 19(7 oowards. 

(i) D.F* Chalmers, £sq., hC.S.j from sad January 
tgtj. 

(9) U Kyaw Durvi from Sth ^iril 1918. 

(3) W, S. Morrisoo, Esq., M,A., I.C.S., fronj i5fh 

March 19 T9 

(4) If S'jwe Zao AuDg» B.A., A.T.M., from fst July 

1930. 

(5) D. F. Chalmers, Esq., I.C.S., fiorrt i3th Jaly 

1930. 

(6) U Snwe Zao Aungi B.A., A.T.M., from 28th 

February (923. 

(7) H. G. Wilkie, Esq., LC.S, from i2tn March 

] 9 M< 

(8) }. K. Scnford, Esq.i M.C., M.A„ I.CS., from 

5th April 1925. 

(pV F. Fisher, Esq., B.A,, LL.B.,IX,S,, from 30th 
June 1935. 

(10) }■ A, Stewart, Esq., M.C., M.A., I.C.S.t from 

6 th February 193d. 

(11) M. Slade, Esq., I.C.S-, from 8th March *927. 

(ja) Major, P. L, Roberts, I.A , from 12th July tgtj. 
(13} R. P. Abigailj Esq., I.C.S., from 2otb March 

1928. 

(14) Major. F. L. Roberts, I.A,, from 4th April 1928. 

(15) U.-Col H. P. M. Lord, I.A., from 28th March 

1949* 

SuIh The district is divided for administrative purposes Into 

dm&ioTvs. the subdlrisioas, vif. Tbathn, Kyalkto aod Pa^n. these 
places beiog the headquarters of the respeciive Subdivi- 
^oal Officers. 
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There are at preseat six townships in tVe district. Tcwd- 
Of these Thatfio and Paung lorm ibe TnatAo Subdivision, sbips^ 
Kyaikto and BiUo tbe Kviukto subdiviaioo, and Pa>aD and 
Hlaiogbwb the Pa»an Subdivisioo. Bach tonnsbip is Id 
diarge of a Mjodk. The district is tbus adminisiered by 
a Deputy Commissi oner invested with gener Ij revenue 
and judicial powers, assisted by t>'tee Subdlvismaal 
Officers aji i sixTown^ip Officers all iovested with 
bat intrrbr povi’ers. There i< also a Sessions Judge io 
charge of the depaitreent of Civil Justice, to the 

Subdivlsional Officers aod Townsbip Officers who exercise 
civil judicial powers are subordinate in their capacity of 
civil ju.Sges. 

$ii)ce 1933, district has Ud its own District Court Judicial 
with bead^uarlers «t Thiitbo. The three subdivisions of 
Tbaibo, Kyaikto and Pa-ai> are in charge of a single 
Judge who acts as Additional District Jadge aod aits 
Mnnaoeoily at Tbatin. In each subdivwoo) there are two 
Township Courts. They are Hlaiogbuh and Pa*ao Town* 
ship Courts in Pa-an Subdivision, Th tbn and Paceg in 
Thatbn Subdivision and Bilin and K/aikto io Kyaikto 
Sobaivision. With the exception of Hlamgbwb Township, 
the other five Townships eacn have m addition > Township 
Judge of their own. In Hlalngbvih, the Township Officer 
acts as Township Judge in addition to his own duties. In 
other Townsilpa the ToAnship Judges a<l also as 
Additional Magistrates. Previous (0 June T930, the 
Towosbin Judge of Tbatbs was also Jud^e of theToMoship 
Coart of Paung, but the litigants I roru Paung Town ship 
were given the option ol filing their cases either In the 
Court of tbe Add>tionai Magistrate at Paung of at the 
Township Court of Tnatdn, Since t'en, bowever, tte 
Additioodl Magistrate's Court of Pauog has Veen made 
into a regular J owoshtp Court, as in ocher Tou osblps. 

The j oris diction of the Principal Civil CouTt>the 
District Court in respect of the value in both original suits 
and appeals Is unlimited but the Subdivlsional Court has 
jurisdiction up to Rs. 5,000 for original suits and tbe 
Township Courts ha« e jurisd'ctioo up to Rs. j,ooo. With 
tbe exception of tbe ToMOship Judge, Hlaingbwh. all the 
other Township Judges are invested Wktb Small Cause 
Powers up to Rs. 100. The presiding Judge of the Sub? 
divisional Court is also an Additioaal District Judge aod as 
aucb he is empowered to take up aoy Orlgioal Civ 1 Saits, 
Miscellaneous and Bxecutioo cases that are made over to 
bim by tbe Dlstnct Judge for trial. 

Though some of tbe Headmen are invested witfe 
Special Powero to try Civil Suits, litigants prefer to bav« 
their claims adjudicated io the Township Courts. 

6 
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Each o( tbe Townships bss a process^erringosUblisb' 
neat under it? control for servic of tuhp<SK& witb a Bailiff 
to supervise its function* 

Tbe volume of ]i(igaHoo shown in the attached 
give? employ me oc to a Bar of coaside ra^le sire. There 
are 70 legal prsctition/ra licensed in the District, of wboroi 
three are Barristers-ai''Law, two are Advocates, nine are 
High Grade Pleaders and 54 Lower Grade Pleaders. Of 
these 42 find their employment in Thatftn. All those 

E ’acdsin^ in other part of the Distri t are pleaders of the 
ower Grade. 

The foliowiog is a table showing tbe average number 
of Civil Regular cases in each grade of Courc and the 
average of value per case front the years 1913 to 1929 



Number oi 

Average 


Oases. 

value. 



Rs. 

District Court ... 

19 

C 7 ) 3&7 

Suboivistoeat Courts 

89 

a,0(0 

Townsbip Co urts 

H »47 

346 

Small Cause Courts ... 

63* 

54 


Regis* The Deputy Commissioner Is tbe Registrar of the 

ts«tIor>. district. The fhatbo office is temporarily in the charge 
of a joint Sub'Registrar. a re'CCnployed pensioner who held 
the pose from 1917—1925. Tfiere are Sub'Kegislrars at 
Pauog, Pa.an, Hlamgbwb an I Kynikto. The oecessary 
qualifications for a SulvRrg sirar are 'bat he should be In 
receipt of either a military or civil pension from Govern* 
nent, he under the age of 65, of good health aud 
sequaiated with Enslish. Tb^ amount of bnsinoss tends 
to increase slightly as regards immoveable property. Tbe 
following figures for the Tbatdc D strict were extracted 
from tbe triennial reports of tbe Registration 
Department 


Year. 

Number of 
doeunsents 
roistered* 

Value of 
docunenla. 

Pees. 



Rs. 

Ra 

f0l7>tQ 

a»«? 

s8,4e*340 

8.743 



49/08,585 

Mi(04 

«W'*5 

3r377 

?»>74»?36 

<$>815 

I9a6.«t 

3.«99 

54 . 90 .iO 8 

> 5,601 

1920*30 ... 

3i«8s 

47,»s,i96 

14.600 
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Criminal jostice ia Burmese tiixies was admiaistered CHmifud 
by the Martaban M^aun anhii subordinates. Under juftiice. 
the present system the Deputy Commissioner and bis Sub> 
divisional and Township Ofbcera all exercise magisterial 
powers wkbin the limits of their respecteive charges. 

They are as^sted by AddUiooal Magistrates et whom in 
1930 there were seven in Thatbn, one of whom also fillei 
thejM)5t of Headquarters Magistrate, one in Kyaikto, two 
at Pa-ao» two at Pauog and one at Biiin. Appeals from 
convictions by magistrates with second and third class 
powers lies to tne District Magistrate, appeals from 
convictions by magistrates with first class p owers to the 
Sessions Judge. 

Petiy cases are dealt with by benches Of Honorary 
Magistrates. These sit at Kymkto, Tbatbo, Paung and 
Pa<an. All headmen of vdl^es exercise petty criminal 
powers, in the case of (be head village in a tAu^vi charge 
with the help of the village COQmittee>io the case of 
outlying hamlets singly. A few ikugy^s are invested with 
blghe^* powers under the Village Act and can inflict 
punishments up tr one month’s imprisonment or a Ane of 
fifty rupees. The limit of panisbrneat that a tAugyi not so 
i'lvested miy give Is five rupees^ Floes lm,ios%d by 
Village Committees, special povered headmen and village 
headmen in 19x9 amounted respectively to Rs. 1,930, 

Rs. 564 and Rs. r.oyy.^ 

Appeals from the orders of a village committee In civil 
cases lies to the Township Officer^ la criminal cases to the 
Subdlvi.iooal Officer. 

The strength of the Police force in the Thatbn District Crimsand 
(or the years 1910, ipaoand 1930 are shown in the sub* P®**®** 
joined table. 


District Soperintendents 

1910, 

1 

1910. 

t 

t 93 ». 

1 

AsAUnt or Deputy Superintendents. 

3 

i 

3 

Inspectors 

4 

5 

5 

Sub«lnspectors ... ... 

Station Writers and Head Constables. 

S« 

40 

$4 

54 

It? 

37 

Constables ... ... 

339 

s 49 

•40 

Reserve for skk$ leave and tr^nlng. 


di 

So 

MITkary Police * ... 

17 « 

190 

* 3 S 

Number of Police Stations ... 

Id 

t 9 

10 


A pUDitive police force cofisistiog of one Snb*Inspector, 

one Head Coostab’e an! ten Police Constables 
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quartered oo Wegvi Village lo the Pa*aa Polica StaciOD* 
jnrisdieticn from jvice to DecmVer s7 for the murder of 
Sub>ln8pectort. Frontier patrole were started about the 
year t9t5 in tbe open season on the closing down of the 
Pabgl^Ofi Poice Station. The headquarters of tbe 
patrols on the Siamese border are at Shanjwaibit, Takara 
and Tale. The first 1$ an aU-tbe'yr ar^round patrol, tbe 
latter two are only posted for the open sea sen. A patrol 
for the ShwegyjR'Papun border is poaied during the opea 
season at Wiogaie. 

A table ot violent crioes for the last twenty years ia 
abowD below 

' Number 


Years. 

1910 



el violent e 

77 

ten 

... 


do 

ipis 

... 


53 

19x3 

... 


57 

‘91* 

••• 


5® 

1915 

*... 


Sj 

ipie 

... 


Sd 

tpt? 



51 

rpi8 



ss 

1919 

... 


77 

1930 

... 


90 

lOax 

... 


8s 

tpst 

... 


97 

i9n 

.. 


xo.l 

t9a« 

... 


U7 


... 


1*0 

19*6 



at 

•9»7 



sa 

t9SB 

... 


8t 

>999 

... 


90 


Due to tbe result of tbe Police Inquiry Committee in 
1993 Po'ice Stbtioos at tbe folk wing places were closed 
down, Kadaik, Pagat> Ebe^ Naung'oo, Zathabyin, 
Sban)watbitj Sbweguo, Psingkyon and Pats. 

]«y, Informatioo as to when or wby the 1 haidn Jail came to 

bebui^t is cot obtaicable. It was prior to being taken over 
by the Prison Department io ipai, aod classified as » 
subsidiary jail. It bai nomirsllj accomodation so for pri¬ 
soner but the average population for the last hve years ts 
53. It Is used chiefly for tbe detentioo of uodertrial 
prisoners and tbe teaching of trades is net nodertaken, 
jht staff consists of one Jailor> one Head Warder and ten 
Warders. Tbe total cost of maintenance in 1999 waa 
Rs. 11,078. Tbe jail is classided as a Bftb class one. 
Peblb ^he Thatbn Division which bad been abolished before 
Wovka tbe War was reconstituted from the ssnd June 1933 with 
Depaft' three Public Worha Department Subdi vis Iona iTbatdn. 
netu. 
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Kysikto aoJ PapoD) with headquarters at Moiilmeiai bat 
icom the i8th May >9^7 the headquarters were transferred 
to Thatda Fro.n the ist May cqaS the Pa-an Public 
Works DepartoaeotSubdivl^on* which formerly belonged to 
th e Amher it D ivisio n y was adde d to the That 6o ^vision. It 
was however abolished id October iqtS and a temporary 
Mokpalio Camp JijJ Subdivision with beadqua-ters at 
Mbkpalio was constituted the same mouih. This was 
dosed down at the end of Sept'mber The jurisdic¬ 

tion of the Tba’hn Division therefore co nap rises two 
complete distiicts, vit, Thathn and Salween. 

The (oUowiog major works have been earriei out since 
for.nation of the Umsion:—District and Sessions Court, 
Tbatdn ; District an 1 Sessions Judge’s Qutrtexs, That6n ; 
Divisional Forest Office, Thatoo; Divisionnl Forest 
Officer's QuarterSj Tbatdn ; Township O.hcet's Court, 
Pa*an •, Anglo^Veroacular Middle School, Pa*ao, and a 
raasoory bridge across the Bilin River. The road frao 
Kyai<to to Okpo is now under survey and the present 
acbeme is to cross the Sittang River at Okpo by a combined 
rail and road bridge. 

The District Cess Fuad constitutes a fourth local fond 
in the district, but can hardly be considered a form of local 
Seff-Goveroaent. It is administered by the Deputy Cos- 
missiooer in those virage-tracts excluded by f^heduie s 
{Section from the operatioos of the Burma Rural Self- 
Government Act of 19s t. It cooiribatea to the cost of tbs 
District Council vaccinators ani the Veterinary Assiitants 
and pays for the salaries of those school terch :rs employed 
in the exciud'rd areas. 

The English church was built wi:h monev raised by 
Toluntity subscriptions and consecrated tw the Bishop of 
Rangoon in 19(0. There bas never Wq a resident 
cler^vman aod the Chaplain of Tbatbn is either tbe 
missionary in charge of St. Augustine's S.P.G., Moulmein 
or tie Chaplain of St. Mattbew'si Moulmtio. Tbs upkeep 
of the church Is maiotalncd entirely by local substfip- 
tions. 

Burn $e services are held weekly and English and 
Tamil services monibV' A Burmese catechist, maintained 
by St. Augustine’s Misiiou, Moo'nieii, is permanently 
stationed at Tbatbn. He is also tbj care-taker of tbe, 
church. 

There is a small English cemetery north of the On 
Xiaes constructed iu 1904. 
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CHAPTER X- 

RsVBNUB ADMlNlStRATION. 

Notbiog definite is koowD of the manner io which the 
fan! revenue was colkcted io Burmese times. Mr ( aiCakeir 
in bis refort of 1892-94, however^ rrentions th&t aC'Ording 
to an oM history obuiued bv one of Ms Assistant Settle' 
ment Officer*, the tax was 25 baskets per plough* 

After the British occuikaiion ol Lower Burma, the land 
tax was farmed to thu£yit and the revenue was paid by 
them in Tump suma Id i$87-28 were appointed 

on monthly par and from jSsS'So. the tax 00 paddy laad 
was calculated a so per cent of the outturn, the market 
value being fixed at Rs. 40 per 100 baskets. The out** 
turn was calculaled at loo b^kels lor a pair of buffaloes 
25 baskets per extra farm labourer and $ i*; skds per odd 
buffalo employed. Ths tax was said to hi>ve produced 
a large increase in the revenue. Gar en produce was* 
taxed at 25 per cent of its valve bunbe betel vine was 
assessed at rates ranging from anoaa ta to R$. i*8-o' 
according to the size of the tre'. In 1831-32 a 3-year 
setilemcnt was m <de by which t^e cultivator had to pay* 
the laire for three years. In !?■ 33*34^ a tax of Re. i per 
head w*a.'‘ Mvied on Shan traders In th a me yew, a 
7 -year settlement was arranged on the same liner 
aa the 3*year settlement. Both sett Yemenis w re foand 
Dnsatisfaciory as th^ revenue dec ined. In s84i*4a ac 
tbe (xpiratjon of the 7 year settlemrnt, the old system 
waz revuted to, that Is at ao per cent ol the ouituro and 
large locreases took place in the revenue demand. In the 
same year the capitatioQ tax on Kareoa and Taungthos, 
which had varied from year toye»r, and c^e poll tax od 
Shan traders, weie abolished. 

Id the same year, 1847, a tsx of Rs. 12 per 100 plants 
was imposed 00 old dr;/cultivation. 

Tbe formation of Thatdn District dales only from 1895 
and it is impossible to give a complete account of tbo' 
revenue bistory of the tracts prior^to that date. Tbe 
tract now known as tbe Pa-an Subdivision formed part of 
the Amherst District from the annexatloQ of Tenasaerlm 
in 1826 to 1895. Tbe chief landmarks in its revenue 
history are tbe introduction of the acre system in 1843-43 
by the Commissiooer, Major Broadfoot (who 30 years 
later was known as *^Acre Mingyi*'). Captain PhayreV 
settlemeol In r $48-49, Captain Horace Btowd’s settUmeot* 
in 1867-6$, and a summary settlernent which enhanced tbe 
leveoue in 1879*80. The first two of these measares 
produced a considerable falliog off In revenue and the last 
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two a subataatial increase* The Thatdo and Ky^ikCo 
Subdivislooe were annexed in 1S5S and at first formed 
part of Shwegyin District; but the former) then Known aa 
the Martaban Subdivision, was transferred in to 

Amherst of which it remained a ^art iBl the formauon ot 
That OR Disiriot. Its revenue hist^r^ up till that Cate» 
however, temains distinct and may be separately traced. 

After the annexation, the land was reported fertile and 
a |enecalrate of R.a. p r acre was imposed. In 1863 
this rate was lowered bv Colonel Phayte 10 Ks. a and 
when the subdivision of Martaban waa included ia 
Amherst, various rates ranging fr^^m Rs. i to annas la an 
acre were levied. 

It is difheultto trace the rates of revenue Impcaed la 
the Kyaikto Subdivfsion but from early reports, it appears 
that land revenue was firat collected in the subdivision io 

1*54 at the rate of Rs. s per acre. In 2859-601 the 
assessment was raised io part 01 the sub'livisioo to Rs. a-8-o 
and redo: ed else where to Rs i*8 o sod Rs. i*4*o. In 1863* 
64 (he rales were again lowered to Rs. 9 , R$. i-8h 3 ai^ 
Ra. J-4-0 per acre. A further reduction took place m 
i8t 4-65, the highest rate being fixed at Re. j per acre. 

In t' e Oyaing.Salwcen Towosbip the rates on the 
riverine circles began at Rs. 2 and ended at Rs. i*8-a pef 
acre. The rates 00 the interior circles began at Rs. i>i3‘0 
and ended in Rs. i*4*0) these Utter rstes prevailing for 
thirty years up to ib8o. The rates on garden land began 
with Rs. 2.8*0 per acre in Pekata and Re. r elsewhere. In 
i 843>44 (he rate of Re. j per acre was imposed generally 
io the C^aiog-Salween Township and except in the year 
1847, when a 10 anoa rate was imposed io ihe lolerior 
circles, this rate cootinued to be in force till 1S531 wheo 
a rate of Rs. 2*8*0 per acre was imposed everyithere la 
the next year, the rale was reduced to Rs. 2 and four 
years afterwards raised again to Rs. 2-8«o which costlovod 
up to the summary enhaocemeot ol c88o. In the Wagaru 
and.Velamaiflg Townships the rates first Imposed after tbe 
acre assessment were Rs. 2 go paddy and $ aooas pec 
acre on garden Uod In 184^-49 after the introduction 
of Captain Pbd) re's settfemeotj the rates on paddy were 
reduced to Ks. j* 8-0 throughout the township ; the garden 
rate remained the same excepting a reduction of 4 annas 
on a few gardens 10 three circles near Ye. Eight annaa 
was imposed on Aat'ng (miscellaneous) and taUHgfs cuItU 
vation. In 1858'59 the rate on paddy land remuoed tbe 
same but the rate on gardens was raised to Rs* s-8;’0 
throughout Tbe rate on miscellaneous cultivation waa 
also r^sed to Rs. * throagbout while tbe fattff/ya rate. 
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recnaised the same, lo {864*65 the rate od gardeni 
throughout the Yelamaiog Township was reduced to 
Rs. I'S'O the'ate throughout WagaroTowosblp remainiog 
tbe fani^. The rate on luiscelUneous cultivation was 
raised to Rs. 8>8*o throughout th* twotowoshipa with (be 
cxeeptinn of some sugarcane taungtts which were 
assessed at Re. 2 per acre. 

As regards the lease system which was recommended 
b? Captain Browne in bis settlemeot report of 1867*6 3 i ao 
endeavour was made to introduce it throughout the 
district but great difficulty was experienced in conviociog 
tbe landowoera that the new system was more advantage¬ 
ous (0 themselves Chan the old one and that it was not 
Goveromeot alone that would deriv-t the future beuefit. 
Tlie lack of succeis in introducing this system was 
attributed to the constant changes ia tbe races which had 
engendered suspicion of offers made by the Government. 
Only three thousand five huodred aod fifty four acres 
^ddy land is the Kyaikto SubdiviMoo were leased out at 
Ke. 1 per acre for 5 years while i^SSi acres of garden land 
were l^ed at rates ranging from annas 8 to Re. i per 
acre. 

Jo 1880 a general eahancement on the existing rates 
was ordered. This was part of a general measure of 
eubancement throughout (he paddy-producing districts of 
Lower Burma conse<jcient eo (he large rise in tbe price of 
paddy. Tbe Deputy Commissioner after a rough enquiry 
fixed (he rates with regard to the disposal of produce and 
tbe general fertility of the soils In the different circles. 
These measures brought about more charges In tbe rates 
which were only too frequent in previous years The 

S eriod from 1844 Co s$8o witnessed themo&t extraordloary 
ucCuaCioDS in the rates and Captain Browue in hl!< report 
comments strongly on the constant changes of rates as 
having detrimentany affected ibe revenue. It was found 
that in 1867-68, just before Captain Browne's settlement 
of leases, the revenue was found to be little more than'it 
was 83 years ago. In the s am mar v enhancemeot of r880| 
so increase of rates was made in Yelamaing Township on 
aceouot of Us remoteness and inaccessibility ; the conse* 
queot Inabilitv of profiting by t'^e nse in the value of 
produce and the comparatively meagre increase of cuitiva* 
ilon since 1867-68' 

Id the Wagaro Township where the price of produce 
and the area under cultivatioD bad almost doubled since 
1B67, the rate on paddy was raised from Rs. to 

Rs. i‘20-o ail round except in one amsllAwfie in Amherst 
circle. Co garden and miscellaneous cultivation the rate 
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wa» R9.a-S*o per acre while that on sugarcane Hun^y^ 
was 6xed at Re. i per acre. The rates in Yelamaiog 
Township after the summary enbaocem'’ot were Rs 1*8*0 
per ac'e an padiiyaad }<arden ca'tiea’ioo and Rs. on 
miacelianeous ciiftivaUoo> iji the other towns^ipsi owing 
to frequent Chaneea in circle and townships bouorlariee, it 
is impossible to record ail the changes wMcb took pi ice 
but an attempt U made in the statement below to nhow 
the rates which came into force after the saininary enhance¬ 
ment of 1880. 
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's) i/r, (jaitsk*U s Stttiement ^ The first 

regular settlement ot Ihe district oa the lines of an lodUa 
eettlemert was commenced by Mr. A. Gsitskell in 
aod cocRfileted in tSg4. The area settled loculded th& 
the townships of Bilugyun, Mirtabao» Gyaing-Attarao- 
Gyaing-Salween and Hauo^thardu'. 

Of these, Martaban Tow ns corresponds closely with 
the present Paung Township. The toarshipsof Biiugynn^ 
G^aing'Aitaran and Hu&gtharawaod the circles of Nyaung- 
binielk, KsdOj Zeyazan, Tayanaand Kawtun circles ol the* 
old Gialng-Salween i owosnip are now pari of the present 
Amherst District. Martaban T« wnshlp (at present Paung) 
with Oyaing. Zathin, ZathaOyin and Kaya drcles (at 
present part of Ha-an Township) now form part of the 
present Thatbn District. The total area settled in the- 
Thatbo District was ^>3*68 square miles of which 
108 j 742'84 acres were onder cultivation. 

Cl 6 Sjifie^iun.~-Th« Settlement Officer classified tbe 
whole f addy area Into two groups. Group f consisted of 
the area lying wlthio the Martaban sod Bilugyun Townships 
while Group 11 was made up of the Gyaing^MtaTan** 
Gyaing-Salwecn and Haungtharaw Towns'ifs. 

Six soil tracts were formed io Group 1 and four in 
Group U. The cultivated area in each soli tract was 
divided loto two classes lo the case oi paddy land and 
into three in the case of gardens. Altogether ten assess* 
ment tracts corteapondir>g with the soil tracts were formed. 
The ouciuros assumed per acre were Tract I, 49*35 ; Tract 
II, 44*^6 ; Tract III, 35’2 3, and Tract IV, 31 $2 baskets of 
9 gallons capacity. No carriage tracts were foi toed but 
the. local value of paddy was recorded for three mootba 
after harvest and the mean of these prices alter compari* 
son with the Moulmein prices was adopted in each tract. 
The average prices adopted, based on a Moulmelo price of 
Rs. 73 and 74 wen as follows : —Tract I, Rs. i39<47 ; 
Tract 11 , Rs. 70 *83; Trac 1 111 , Rs, 66* 25; Tract IV, Ra • 7 5; 
Tract V, Rs- 67*70, and Tract VI, Rs. 55*00. The cost of 
caltivation ovet the whole area averaged Rs. 5 per acre» 
These figures did oot include the value cf home labour. 
It repr«sebted mostly out*of-pocket expenses of the CoHi. 
vator during the 3 ear The average cost of Iningpei 
acie was Rs. 9*58. There were four mnin kiods :^Paddy,. 
gardens, dkani sod miscellaneous cultivation. Garden^ 
were classed according to the various kinds of trees. Class 

I consisted of duriaos, mangosteens and bete> vine ; Clara* 

II of betel nut, cocoaunt an d ora oges, aod Class 111 of mango, 
plantain, jsckfruit,dahoyin, bamboo, sugarcaoeand others. 
At the time Mr. Galtskell settled Che district, thfr 
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theoretical maximum o( ooe half the oet profits, obuioed 
deductiog from the value of the gross produce^ the cost A 
ailtivatioo aad the cost of living, was the limit fixed by 
Governmeot but owing to the low rates at which la&d was 
assessed previously, ouly a fraction of ibe theoretical rates 
could be imposed. 

The T tes which were actually sanctioced as a result 
of Mr. Gaicskell’s operations were as follows 
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The gardens in the area west of the Martabao liilla 
were asse^6ed at Rs 5, Rs> 5*$-oand Rs. a-b*o per acre 
while those on the east of the bills excepting these near 
Kyweg\’an sad Kyauksarit were aiseesed ac Rs. 3*8-0, 
Rs. a-8-o, ann Rs. i-ia-o per aae. No proposals were 
made for solitary fruit trees liut a rate of 4 aonas per tree 
was raoctiooe<f. A crop rate of Rs. 3 per acre was .also 
sanctioned for su^'aicane cultivation. Ibe financial result 
of Mr. Gaitskell's settlement was an Increase ol Rs^ 7^it47 
or 28 per cent on a ) kinds of soil. The new rates were 
enforced from the fir^t July legfi for a period of 15 years 
but actUtfJly remmmd in force dU tbe ist July 1912. 

The tasks of settling the That6a and Amherst Dfstric’s 
was contioued by Mr. Gahakell id iS94and completed 
io 1895. Tbe lemaining three circles of Martaban 'town- 
ship aod Thatdn, Pagat and Gaiog-SaJweea Townships 
were settled in the Tbatbn District, Tbe two Townships 
of Wagaru and Yelamaing in the Amherst District were 
also included in the settlement. 

Tbe total area settled In the Thai6n District was 749‘43 
square miles 01 which i8Sf583*79 acres were uoder 
cultivation. 

C whole of the area settled was 
divided into three groups. Group 1 consisted of the whole 
of' the That 60 Towosbip ; Group II the Oyaing-SalweOQ 
Subdivision, and Group 111 the Wagaru and Yelsiaalng 
Townships of tbe Amherat District. 
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As in tbe operations of i$92*94, tbe area for settleraest 
was divided ioto assessrtent tracts according to prodacti- 
vitf and cost of carriage to ceatral market. Six tracts 
correspoading with the soil tracts were formed m Gro^ip \, 
three in Group U and two in Group 111 lor tbe reasons set 
forth in paragraph 8d ol the Original Report. In Group 
I the tracts were subsequtotly reduced to five. 

As regards gardens, two tracts each were formed lo 
.each ol tne three groups, In the Thatda Subdivision which 
formed Croup 1 , tbe gardens lying to tbe west of tbe hills 
formed a separate tract from those in Daou Circle which 
lay to the east of the hills and were considered inferior. 
No price tracts were formed bnt harvest prices were 
recorded for three months and mean of these prices 
w^re Qtilised in arriving at the assumed prices for settle- 
ment purposes. The following prices, based on a 
Moulmein price of Rs. 75 per too 8*galloQ baskets were 
adopted within the Tbatbn Township, Tract ti Rs. d) ; 
Tract if, Rs. 6o; Tract IIIi Rs. 651 Trict IV^ Rs. 64 ; Tract 
V, Rs. 6S|and Tract VI, Rs. 6o> The average coat of 
living and cost of cultiTatloo for the whole area was 
R<t, 11*92 and Rs. 6*91 respectively. 

There were four main kinds, paddy, gardens, dhAni 
and miscellaneous cultivation. Gardens were classified 00 
the sane priociptes as in the operatloos ol 1892*94, that 
is according to the kind of trees grown. 

The financial result of Mr. GaitskeH's settlement of 
» 894*95 wa* an increase of Rs. 87,570 or 07 per cent. 
Tbe new rates were enforced from the rst July 1896 for 
15 years and remained in force till tbe rst July 19 ii. 

Tbe remaioing portions ol the Tba'dn District com¬ 
prising tbe Kyaikto and BlUn Townships were neat 
settled by Colonel Des Voeax In 1896 97. The area 
setiled in tbe Kyaikto Township consisted 0! 292*95 square 
miles of which 53>957 acres were under cultivatloo ; In tbe 
Bilin Township, the gross area settled was 317 59 square 
miles of which 87,898*13 acres were cultivated. 

Ciasa^cation—The Settlement Officer divided tbe 
whole area into four soil tracts with outturu assumptions of 
49'35> 49 ' 3 (t 35'^^ 3 r-as baskets of 9 gallons capacity 

CD tbe two classes of soil iu each kwin. Three price tracts 
wer? formed according to the market to which the paddy 
was exported. The prices adopted ware Rs. 61*87, 
Rs. 67*50( and Rs. based on a Rangoon price of 
Rs, 88*81 and a Moulmein price of 88*31 per loo 9-galloa. 
baskets. The amalgamation of tbe soil and price tracts 
produced eight assessment tracts. 



Tbat^B EKstrict. 


^5 

Two soil classes were adopted withio each settlemeat 
tract. Tbe average cost of euUieatioa and cost of living 
were Ri. 6*19 and Rs. 6*96 per acre respectively. There 
were four inaio kinds: Paddy, Gardens^ Sugarcane and 
Miacellaoeoua cultivation. Two assessment tracts were 
formed for the gardens. Tract I contained all ibe bill 
gardens In Kyail<to, Vioon, Slttang and Kyonpagu Circles, 
Tract H comprised the rest of the settlement area. The 
soil cUssificatioD o' gardens into two classes was attempted 
only in Tract 1 ; In Tract II a flat rate for all gardens was 
imposed. 

As durians were put into the first class in the gardens 
of the neighbcaring townships of Thaido and Martaban, 
Colonel Des Voeux adopted only the second and third 
classes m order to keep the classmcatioo in line with that 
done by Mr. Gaitskell, there being no durian g^rdeus of 
any importance io the Kyaikto and Btlia Towosbips. 

Sugarcane land was divided info two soil classes 
according to Ihe level of the land. S,.i]s which uere not 
too high and obtained the benefit of a regular floodii.g 
once or twice every year were put into the first clasb while 
those which were high and were flooded only once in two 
or three years were put into the second class. 

The following rates were sanctioned as a result of 
Colonel Des Voeux’s settlement 
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The higher rates of Rs. 5 3 were imposed on 

all the sugarcane lands In the Bilin Valley while the lowpr 
rates of 4 sad Rs. s'S were fixed on the Amni tn the* 
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Tb^bya, Kadat and Sittang River areas. The rates of 
R5. 3*8-0 and Ks. t were applied to three kvins oaly near 
Yinoo on the Bilin River. Soliiaryfniittreea were assessed 
at four aaoaa per tree while i^uniyAs were t&^ed at 
Rs. t*a*o per dak. The financial result of Colonel 
Des Voeox's seltlecoent was an increase of Rs. 93,871 or 
45'67 per cent. 

The inreases according to main kinds were as under 
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Sugarcane ... 

4.696 


4A36 

9>:U 

3.5*3 

6e 

Miscellaneous 


1.8*9 

X,S6* ; 


1/49 

S® 

Toul ... 

xa3i56t 

•.05i5*5 

141,538 1 

1 

a.C9»'i96 

93.87 X 

4S 


The new rates were enforced from the st July idpB 
for a period of so years hut remained in force up to the 
ist July 1910, 

Colonel Des Voeuz’s settlement of K^alkto and Bilin 
Townships which had been sanctioned for a period of 10 
years ezpired on the ist July (908 and Mr. Gaitskell's. 
settlements of the Thatfto and Paung Townships, saoc- 
tioned for a period of years expired on the ist July 

ipit. 

The revision seitlement of Kyaikto, Bilin and That6n 
Townships was uodertaken by Mr. G. P. Andrew lo 1907- 
08 and completed in the same year but the rates were 
sanctioned to take effect only from the tst July J911 for a 

i 'criod of 19 years in tlie case of Thatfto Township and 
rom 1st July (910 for a petto i of 20 years in the case of 
Kyaikto and Bilin Townships. 

The revision settlement of PauDg/Pa*an and Hlaiugbwh 
Townships of the That 6 n District was undertaken by 
Mr. T Couper In 1903*09 and completed in tbs following 
year. 

As regards soil classlhcation the methods adopted at 
y.r. Andrew’s settlement were not dissimilar to tWe of 
'.'le previous settles «ut but prices were recorded kifin by 
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•'AwiH to be finally averaged out. Definite price tracts were 
formed according to the distance of the kvins from tbe 
centra^ market Another noieworthy change* \<as the 
sub.'dlatioo of the quarter O'tt produce standard for tbe 
balf rett profits of the previous setilemeot. The w^ole 
area comprising the Kyaikto, BiHn and Thacdn Townships 
was divid d iat> five sotl tracts with outturn assumptiooa 
of 40-30 baskets for Tract A, 40-30-30 for •racl B, 35-25 
baskets for Tract C, 3 o-so baakeis fvr Tracts D and B. 
Four price tr-c a were formed wi>h price a8.<umptions of 
Rs. 9O1 80 and 70 per 100 g-gailon baekets. These 

prices were based on a Rac goon price of Rs. 9b and a 
Mouicnein price of Ks, lOy 

The amalgamation of %'t price a d soil tracts produced 
11 assess me ot tracts. Mr. An'irew recomm ended rates 
Tanging from Rs. i-S-o to Ks. 3.14-0 for first class and 
dcnaa 14 to Rs. 2-6-0 for second class soils, based on 

? ropoaioo8 of onts-fourth to ooe^-eiglu of the nett produce. 

be Conference th^^t was bold to consider the report 
considered (bat Ihe full qu irter net produce with a lew 
exceptions should have been taken as the bases of rates 
and was of opinion (hat tbe propo&ed eobancemeot of 
Rs. 1,14,065 o* 20 per cent was Inadequate. It was 

decided that where the C'^st of ruUivalion rar ged from 

Rs. 13 to Rs. s€, (he proporiinn of one fifth should be 
taken but ooe-fourlb where the coat wjs more than 1 6 
But in Trace 10, wncre the ho dings were small and there 
was so regular marker^ the proportion of one-t'othwas 
.permitted. The rates as finally sanctione*i approximated 
to one-third of the rents 00 the first class lands and to 
one-fourth or one-fifth on the second clas< lands. The 
rates on paddy land as finully sanctioned ranged from 
Rs. 1.12-0 to Rs. 4 - 8-0 on the fir^t class and annas 14 to 

Rs. 2-6-0 00 the second class soils. Arate of Rs. i-8-o 

was fixed on the third clasi soils m two tracts owing to 
tbe precarious aatnre of (he cultivation. Sugarcane land 
was diTidtd into two classes and rates of Ks. 6 and 
Rs. 3-J5-0 per acre were assessed on the itvins iu the 
Bilin River valley while the lower rates of Rs. 4-14-0 and 
Rs. 3 were applied to the kivins in tbe Kadaf, Tbsbyu and 
Sittaog River areasi and other less accessible places. 

t'wo assessment tracts were formed for the. gardens, 
sugarcane and miscellaaeous cultivation The more 
accessible Mwtkf wen put into Tract f while Tract 1 1 com¬ 
prised all the Asernr in distant narrow valleys and in biU 
tracts far awa;y from the markets. Gardena were classified 
into three soil classed and were assessed at Rs 6 , Rs. 4 
amd Rs. 3 per acre'in Tract I and at Rs. 4.8-0, R«. 3-8-0 
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sod Rj. a*8*0 ID Tract II. Mircellaneous cultivation was 
as9e»$ed at Rs. 3-8*o per acre in Tract I and at Ra. 3 per 
acre io Tract II. Solitary fmit irees paid aaoas 4 per tree 
while iaungyas were ass ssed at Rs. i*2 o per tUk- 

Tbe occupied area increased Iron 903,312 acres to 
373,919 acres or 34-30 per ceac. Tbe cultivated arra 
increased Iron 179,99s mres to 357,023 acres 01 4 S‘ 8 o 
per ceot. 

The fioaoctal result oi Mr. Andrew's seitlecaent was 
ao iocras; of the total revenue from Rs, 5,71,609 to 
Rs. ao increase of Rs. t; 3 <jS 7 ^ ^4 cent* 

Mf, Mr. Aodrrw’s revision seitlemeot of tbe Kyaikto, BillQ 

Couper's and lhat&o 'l’o«asbips was f'diowt'd by the revision of the 
Settle* remaDtot; ponioo of tbe TfaHido Djsinct, nacDely the 
Fauog, Pa-ao «od HI a 10 j>bw A Townships. Tbe work of 
1^ soil ils'SiScatioB and price tractiog was similar Id all 
respects to that done by Mr. Andrew bat the whole settle- 
meut area was treated i<i two separate pertioos for the 
proposal of assesMoect rates. Pari i consisted of the 
Paung Plaio< west of the Martaban Hills while Part If 
consisted oi tbe remaiaiog portion of Paang Township lying 
east of the Martaban Hills and tbe whole of Pa-ao and 
HJaiogbnbTcwosbips. Tbe reasons siveo for this differ* 
ontUuoQ w«re that io Part 1 Qscb laod was held by 
cr.ooey'leodirs and traders who let out the laod to tenants 
at high rents. Holdings were I r^e, laboar freely hired as 
were also plough cattle. Indebtedoess was general, kauk» 
hyi pa My was mostly grown and the major pcrtion of tbe 
crops exported to MooJmeio. In Part II, tbe peasant 
proprietors worked tbe small holdings themselves, mutual 
help was rend red In irsosplaotiog and reaping aod lazoor 
bired ooiy to a small enceot. Tbe culiivator hlmr^f 
owned the cattle and ofteo bred them biioself. Few were, 
in dtbi at.d that to a small extent onlv. SkAngale and 
omyifl were mostly grown aod the export to Moulmein 
was soi.ll. Tbe people if unable to coosume aT the paddy 
lcepta> wunia usailly bartered the sorplus for ff/syl and 
other : cods tuffs. In Part f, five soil tracts were formed 
Im the reasons r« corded io paragraph 4a of tbe Report. 
The outturo assumptions were < 5*35 baskets (or Soil 
Tracts A and B ; 35-35-1* b-skeis for S<m 1 Tract C : $o- 3 o 
baskets tor Soil 1 racis D and E. In Part II, seventeen Soil 
Tracts were foTtoed for (be teasons recorded in paragraph 
54 ik tbe Report. Tbe ouiturn assumptions were 35*13 bas.; 
ksis io Soil T ract F ; 35*20 baskets io Soil Tracts J, K, N, 
aadT ; 30*10 baskets in Soil • racis G, I, M aod 0 ; 35*1$ 
baskets io Soil Tract H; 35-15 baskets ia Soil Tracis U P» 
1 and U ; $0'30-30 baskets io Soil Trait Q ; 45-30* 15 in 
Soil Tract R; 35-30-20 baskets io Sdil Tract T. and 
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40'30*t5 baskets in Soit Tract V. Of these tracts, tz kviHS 
fia Soil Tract G. 5 kvins id Soil Tract ], 23 ktvitu in 
Soil Tract M, and o itpins in Soil Tract Q form part of the 
^aseot Paung Towdsblp. The reec of the area is iaeluded 
ec the Pa>aa aud Hlaiagbwd Towoships. 

As regards price tracUdg, Part [ was divided ioto three 
-tracts with assumed costa of carri^e to Moulmeio of 
Rs. 5 and under, Rs. 5 to Ps. 10 and ^ 10 to Rs. 15 per 
100 baskets. Tbe prices assomed were Rs. 85, FU. go 
and Rs. 95 p.'r 100 bisketa. These prices were based 
00 a Moulmeio kavkkyi price of Rs. 104. 

Ia Part LI, three price tracts were formed with costs of 
•carriage to Moulotei; of Hs. 6, Rs. 12 aod Rs. rS. Tbe 
prices assumed were Rs. 8s, Rs. 88 aod Ra/Q4, for kauk* 
kyi padd^ aod Rs. 6s, Rs. 74 aod Rs. 80, for jkangAU. 
These prices were based 00 a Moulmeio price of Rs. 104 
-dor kaukkyi zad Rs. 90 for zAzHgaU, 

Tbe amalgamacioo of tbe soil aod price tracts produced 
I o assess meat tracts io^artl, and 2 8 in Part II. Mr. 
Couper based bis rates 00 oar*quarter of the nett pro¬ 
duce in accordance with the views of Government 00 Mr. 
Andrew’s report of tbe previous year but reduced his rates 
on tbe second class soils io order to cooform lo this 
standard. This reduction was not accepted as it was 
considered that the esi sting rates were already low and 
-that one-fourth of the nett produce did not io any way 
represent the full share of the nett produce which the 
*OeverDweiit was eatitled to take. Accordingly rates 
were sanctioned which involved no reduction in tbe 
second class rates. The rates sanctioned ranged from 
Rs. 3.4*0 to Rs. 3-1 s-o, for first class, Ks. i-d-o to Rs. 2*6*0. 
for tbe second class and anoas $, to annas rs, for the tbird 
class of soil. The total occupied area rose from 234,449 
acres to 348,963 xcres, ai increase of 114, S >4 acres, or 
49 percent. The cultivated or assessed area rose from 
107,643 acres, to 148,960 acres, aa increase of 41,317, 
acres, or 38 per cent, The financial results ol Mr. 
Coupel’s Settlement for Part 1 , was an increase of land 
revenue from Rs. 2,9^,444 to Rs. 3,70,186, an increase of 
24*04 per cent. For Part IIj (he demand increased from 
Rs. 3.34,683 to Rs. 4.60,565, an increase of 37’6« per 
cent The total increase tor tbe whole settlement area 
was Rs. t,97,624, or ^(*21 per cent. 

The second revision of settlement rates took place 
during the years 1988-30, wheo the Pa-an Sabdivisroo 
was resettled by No, 4 Settlemeat Party under Mr. A. Pv 
AbigaUj I.C.S., an 1 the Tbit8a and Kyalkto Sobdlvinons 
.by No. 2 Settlement Party under G Tin Gyi, A.T.M. 
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Tb« di»tjict %«a8 divided into 17 assessmoot tracts oC 
wbkh .15 were in the Kyalkto and Tbat^n Subdivisioos 
while the re»^t included the Pa-an Subdivision. The pr^ 
posals involved an eDbancemeat in the land revenue 
dem^Q'Urom Rs 10,17,608 to Rs. ^8,35,719, an increase 
of Rs. aiS.ii? or 2143 per cent in (h * area settled by 
No. 8, Settlement Pany and from Rs. 4,05.036 to 
Rs. 5,67 37X, an increase of Ri. 72,291. or 10*55 P®r cent 
is the ar<a settled by No. 4 Settlement Party. Orders 
h-ve not yet been passed on these proposals. 

Land The hwenue Department of the Deputy CommiS' 

sioner's Office is supervised by ao AAuHann, who is 
li^lnent ^ member of the Burm t ^'ivjl Service or the 

Subordinate civil Service. The Land Rec rds staff 
which is concerned with the assessri;ent of land revenue 
ard tte maintenance of the record ot rights is ^upei’ 
vised bv » Supermteodent of Land Reiords under (he 
control of the Deputy Commissioner. 

Capita- Thrre has been 00 great fluctuation in the reveoue 
tweetea. derived from the capitation tax. The average revenne- 
from this source for the last 2eB years totals Hs. 3,92,651. 
The folbwiog cables give* (be hgures under capitation'tpx 
JR deta 1 fvr the years igaoti to i929-3o : — 


Year. 

Number 

0/ 

Assosee* 

1 

Number 

<if 

Exemp* 

tees. 

Denarid. 

1 

Ramis* 

sions. 

Col lac- 
lions. 

Avarage 
esUaeted 
par head 
oi 

Pt^ula- 

(ion. 

igetHsi 

91.9*3 

i6jW7 

R*. 

3i93.»^ 

Ra, 

it.474 

'6*53® 

Rs. 
3*79 *6W 

•*7 

rps !•*] 

93*7^3 

161,liS 

3*97.3“ 

3.75>S3a 

’60 

S9»*'»3 


>7.(4* 

3/>6,a46. 

is»>ai 

l.2i.Xio 

60 

t9KH 

WiJ99 

16,930 

4.04,9'' 

t6rt34 

r,8 7,963 

*80 

i9»s*ss 

V09,47i 


4. >4.9x1 

»i.:94 

3 93. fox 

•cp 

1995-sd 

03 

17,2*0 

U.t6»375 

s3.Si4 


79 

19*6.37 

tfii, 6*7 

17/569 

4.*4.A*i 

a4.Xlt 

40) 

‘79 

• 9e7*S« 

t.04.9S8 

»M3J 

-,*>.»Ss 

* 1.342 

4lO •>!> 

79 


«,oo,jJ3 

»74e3 

4,3M2: 

24,4J* 

4,jcsgs2 

*20 

19*9^0 




36,206 

3,99.323 

*79 


The rate of capitation tax is Rs. 5 for married and. 
Ra. 8'$ for.baehelor households. 

Fitberi^. Fishery revenue is not very Important. The District. 

contains93 fisheries. The average reveoue derived from 
thecD'dnting the last ro yesrs baa been Rs 17,855 from*> 
net liceoses and Ra ^ 4 * 9^4 from leased fisheries. Toe 
following statement ahowa the number of fisheries and thfr 
revenue dt maod by tctwo sb ipa dutia g the last eight years 


Fishtrf Revtniu by Ttwnsbips. 
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In the district nearly every holding hae its tank, need 
till the birveat is over for drinking purpotea, and when 
the paddy baa been either sold or carted home the tank 
i» baled out and the fiah taken. 

In i recent order the Diputy Commissiooer has 
prohibited the use of fixed implements m the plains ia 
Thatbn Subdiviai jo before the lat Lat 4 H of TavtJiaUM n 
each year. Thta order will undoubtedly reduce floods and 
beneht the cultivators considerably. 

MlaeeDaneoas sources of revenue including receipts 
under the Village Act, satvey fees for pottaS} royalties 
and fees on minera's end Town Lands rent have produced 
an average revenue of Rs. so,St5 during (be tea years 
from ipso.si to 1919.30. 

The average stamp revenue for the last tea years is 
Rs. i|(9,388,of which 60 percent constitute revenue under 
judicial stampSy $9 per cent under aon*jadicla) sumps and 
1 per cent unler flues, penalties, etc. 

The average Excise revenue for the Use ten years 1 $ 
Rs. 4,(>3i4t5» of which 70 per cent constitute the revenue 
under L<quor lociuding Customs and Excise duties, and 30 
per ceat under Opium including license fees and sale of 
opiaiDi 

Salt revenue is derived mainly from Pauog Township 
where It is produced. The average revenue fo? the last 
eight years IsRs. 7,558. 

The Collectors of Income-Tax were formerly the 
Sabdivisional Officers of (be District wiibin their respec¬ 
tive cnargea The Commisslontr under the Income-tax 
Act was the Deputy Com missi'.ner. A new department 
called the income-tax Department was formed with its 
own ('ornmissioner for the whole of Borma aod on iflth 
April xqad a wbole*time Incomedax Officer was appolated 
to the District, relieviug the Subdivlsional Officers of the 
du lies of Collectors of Income'tax hitherto performed by 
them. With this appointment, the Income-tax of the 
District rose from Rs. 51,537 io tpas-sfl to Rs. 1,00,525 
in 1916-27. The increase was partly due to the bringing 
on the register a number of new assessees who have 

E reviously escaped assessment and partly to old assessees 
eing assessed more adequately. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Local Sblf*Goverkment» 

As elsewh«r« io Burma (h« principle of Self*Govern* Ohtriok 
meat bas been applied. This tnlMS the form of a District CoandlJ 
Council, and the Tbatdo and Kyaikto Mn icipalltlea. 

The District Council entered upon its duties for the first 
term of office in 1923*94 for three years. In 1936-97 a 
new body was elected for aoother t^ree years, and the 
car rent year {1930; Is the second year of the third body. 

The area under the jiuisdiction of the Couocil U 3i49$ 86 
Square miles with a population according to the Census of 
X931 of 414,880. Its jurisdiction extends all ever the 
district with the exception of the two MuoicipaUties> 
Thstdoand Kyaikto, which have their separate Local 
Bodies. The following backward village tracts were ezcluced 
from the operation of the Burma Rural Self Government Act 
of X991 and were placed in charge of the Deputy Comnsis* 
sioner who administers the Excluded Local Fund 

Fifteen viUaKe^tracts in the Kvaikto Township, 

Fourteen VillageHracts in the 8Uio Township. 

Six viUage-tracts io the BUin Township, 

Twenty village tracts in the Hlaini’bwd township. 

The number of groups formed la accordance with tb^ 
provision of Section 4 of the Act from 336 village Iracta 
coaprisiog (be territory of the District Counrif ii 6g. 

The total number of menkbera elected by the grou s is 194. 

Twelve Circle Boards were formed. Out of 194 Circle 
Board members, the number of mriubers eLcted torapre* 
seat the District Council issy. Io addition to the elected 
members the Executive Engineer, the Civil Surgeon and 
the Veterinary Ia»pector are co*optrd for their professional 
advice. On the formation of the *1 bird Couned In cdsp' 

30 another Circle Board was made atTonaing^ making a 
toCalof X3, but DO change was made in the members elected 
by the groups. If percentage ofvmea polled to the number 
of electors is any indication as to iheioterest taken in Self- 
Go vero mem there ia, except for Pa*ao, very little interest 
taken. The following figures are taken from tbe District 
Council Report ci 1998*30 


Name of Cirete, 

No. of 
eleeteis. 

No. of 
TOUs polled. 

Percent¬ 

age. 
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3.t43 
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I.OlO 
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$ 4 ^ 
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84 

KUlngbvl 
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00*8 

TeUl 

... 

i 9 ,t 7 o 

3P7$ 
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The number of vacencies HUed by noniinati9a*by the 
Commifsioner owing to fallnre to elect was 20~ No 
Citcle Board mat more than four times during the year 
and some ooly once. Uatil the Diitriet Council relegates 
to them powers it is ualikeiy that there will be anything 
else but lack of interest. 

The School Board is a DistrictScbool Board composed 
of twelve elected members of the District Council and three 
oO'Opted members. The chief sources of iocome of the 
District Council are the Celt revenue and ProviocUl con¬ 
tributions paid by Government for the administration of 
the Education Medical, Public Health aod Public Works 
DepartmeolI, supplemented by taxes, tolls and r^ies. 
The sale of ferry and pawnshop licenses produce a 
considerable income. The total recei^^ti cl the Council 
during the year tpad-s; was 4 >* 4 / 74 o rupees and the total 
payments amounted to 4)5Si03i rupees. Although over 
Rs. 8.000 was expended for sanitation and conservancy 
and nearly Rs< i.ooo for street lighting the District 
Council has not yet made use of its powers to iolroduca 
taxation to pay for these. Pa«aa is the only town lighted. 
It is not known why it should receive such preferentis! 
treatment. The people could v-ry well pay for this 
amenity. It Is a relic of the old Olitrlcl Cess Fund before 
the formation of the District Council. The District Council 
contjibutes to the upkeep of the That6o and Kyaikto 
hospitals and also to the Moulmein Hospital Committee 
to meet a share of the charges incurred.in respect of 
patients from the lower reaches of the Salween and 
Gyaing. ]t maintains its own hospitals at Pa*an and Billn. 

Sanction to the entertaiament of a District Engineer 
was accorded by the Commissioner, Tenasierim Division 
and he was. engaged from tbo lit April (930. Afl 
ifflprovemeots to and maintenance of important District 
Roads bad in the past been carriel out by the agency of 
the Public Works Department, but from the lat April 
1030 the district roads were handed over to the District 
£ogiiies;r. The inspection Bungalows on these roads bow* 
«Ter were left under the charge of the Public Works 
Department. Out of just over one hundred miles of road 
ander the control of the District Council motf. than eighty 
miles bad been maintained by the Public Works Depart¬ 
ment on their behalf. The balance had been maintained 
bjthe District Council subordluate staff. 

Public markets which are controlled by (be District 
Council and for which buildiogaare provided are at Sittang, 
BUin aod f^alkto. At Pa-an there Is & basaar site bot no 
building. There is a cattle market at Pal&gdawe I0 the 
Silin Tpwoiblp. 
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Tho ThaCon Muoicipality dates from the i7tb November 
•’fSS? when the towa was placed oodcr a Muoiclpal 
Committee of members, parity ofBcial, aod parity ooo- 
officiah although set up 43 years ago ii cannot be 
eoDsidcred to have advanced much beyond Che itate of 
affaire establiebcd in 1887 aod by no means affords a 
euece^aful eaample of Che application of the principle of 
Self-Government. 

To obtain the meagre informeHon recorded below ii 
was necessary to pay a personal visit to the Municipal 
Office and extract what information one could from such 
£lcs available as no notice wae taken of official letters to 
the Cornmiitee or a private letter to the President. The 
earliest report av4liable for this purpose was that of 191a* 
13 when the committee consisted of 4 tx-o^ci 4 and 10 
nominated members with the Deputy Commissioner as 
President. The population that year was given as t4,$92, 
the incidence of taxation and income per head of population 
on all eeneral taxe« was Rs. 1‘6*9 and 00 ordinary 
income^ Rs. 3.0*1. Total receipts amounted toRs. 4^|S86 
and total ex,.endiiure to Ra 43^830. fn S917 a non.officisl 
Vice-President V as appointed for the first time. In 19x1 
the Local Government lanctioaed the constitution of a com¬ 
mittee un<'er the election system and the number waa 
raised from 10 to 14. Six of these were elected by Wards, 
four by Communities} three were co-opted and one was 
•Dominated by the Commissioner, Tenuserin Division. 
From this <iste the Deputy Commissioner ceased to be 
President of the Committee and a non-official merabei 
'WAS elected from amongst the members, but the Deputy 
Commissioner was made the electoral authority. 

The latvat report available was that of I9S8«I9 m 
which the incidence of taxation aod income per head of 
population on all general taxes was Ra, X*t4'5, and on 
ordinary income Rs. 6-s*6. Total receipts amounted 
to Ra. 971177 and total expenditure to Ra. 7 & 973 « 

On the 1st March 1028 His Excellent the Governor 
visited Thatbn. The Municipal Committee took the 
Opportunity oi asking for a loan of Rs. 53,000 to rebuild 
toe bazaar and improve the water supply but It was 
pointed out to them that the Local Government was willing 
to help those who helped themselves and that before 
.approaching the Local Government it would be more 
appropriate if they increased local taxation. This it 
alw^ uopopular and up to date nothing has been done. 

The Kyarkto Municipality wu coastlCuted 4 n i88g. 
The total strength of the Committee is ten ef wdiomaioe 
.are elected, and one, the Sub*Assistant Snsgaao^ b 
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Munlei* 

pality* 
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co-opted for expert advice on public health matters. Th« 
Chineie^ Mahotnedao and Hiado communities are represen¬ 
ted by one roeiuber each, the remaining ais members 
represent the Burrueec Comm unity. The mem beta are 
elected by (he people, and (be President aod Vice- 
President who are noo-oSicials, are elected from among 
the members The election of members take place once 
in every three years, Under the present election rules the 
SubdWisional Officer, Kyakto, is (be Electoral Authority. 
The quaiifi cat ions of an elector are in (he main that be 
must be a British subject, not less than twenty^one years 
ol age and ow n Immoveable property within the manic^al 
limits of a value not less thao one hundred rupees. The 
last stipulaiion bouever is modl^ed by a number ot 
alternatives which makes the franchise very wide. 

Seven and a quarter miles of roads are mainialned by 
the municipality. There is no municipal water supply, hence 
no municipal water rates, but a waier supply scheme is 
under preparation. Tbe town is lighted by electricity, 
the rate for a ib.candle power lamp per month is Rs. 

' for a 3a*candle power lamp Rs. 4, The cost of street 
l^hting if between live and six thousand rupees a year. 
'Hiere have as yet been no arrangement made for lire- 
fighting. 

The Dlstritt Cess Fund conatltuiea a fourth local fund 
in tbe district, but can hardly be considered a form of 
local aeU*governmen(. It is administered by (he Deputy 
Commissioner in those village-tracts excluded by Schedule 1 
(eeclioo 3) from the operatfoni of tbe Burma 'kural Self- 
Government Act of 19SX, It cootributrs to the cost of the 
District Council vaccinators and Veterinary Assistanta 
and pays for the salaries of those school teachers employed, 
in tbe excluded areas. 


CHAPTER Xir. 

Education. 

Introdoc- Tbe Reform Scbeoie which came into force in r9a3-3;» 

while effecting improvemeots met with some unlooked for 
difiicalties. With its inlroductioo Vernacular Education 
passed under tbe control of the Local Education Autho¬ 
rities, vh., the District School Board, the Municipai Seboot 
i^b-Committee aod the Deputy Commissioner. Ther^ 
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foHdw^d in the wake of this change many important pro- 
poeaiaand problems which u’ere dealt with by the Verna¬ 
cular Education Coffimittee appointed by the Local 
Government in January 1914 to consider and report 00 
Vernacular Education in Burma in all its aspects. The 
abolition of Results and Maintenaoce Grant aystema and 
the Introduction of the Salary Grant system in their stead 
led to increased efficiency of schools. In 1919 Thatdn led 
the way in intro Jucing the system of fixed monthly salaries 
which was replaced by an Improved scale ranging from 
Ra.S5toRs. 100 per mensem as recommended ^ the 
Vernacular Vacation Enquiry Committee, this necessi¬ 
tated a ■omewhat drastic reduction in the number of 
recognised schools. Apart from aonual incremenis of 
teaehere, salary bills are increasing from month to montlr 
aa uncerti6<ated teachers became qualified, as certificated 
teachers improve their certificates and as teacheri reach 
the 10 or ao*year grade, and sufficient funds are not 
available for the increased expenditure. To keep the 
expenditure within the income small sebools have to be 
weeded out ; thin retards the progress of vernacular educa- 
cation and matters will not improve until the necessary 
funds are found. 

Vcrnaeolarachoots in Thatfin District are coatrolJed by 
three difierent Local Education Authorities, vi#,« (he 
District School Boards, the Municipal School Sub*Com. 
mittee and the Deputy Comcnisiiooer. The District ‘'Chool 
Board bss the largest number of acbools under ita control, 
while the Municipal School Sab*CommUtee have the least. 
Schoolsreeogniredby these Authorities fall into two classes, 
^i$., (i) Board Vernacular schools for the maintenance and 
control of wnich the school boards are solely responsible, 
and (e) Public Vernacular schools under private manage¬ 
ment which the Boards assist by grsnt*io*aid. There are 
at present 198 sclioola Including four Board Schools at 
Yinnyein, Kywbgyan, Hlaingbwl and Naunglon with an 
attendance of 17,764 pupils in all. Of these five are High, 
43 Middle and 150 Primary. About is per cent of tbe 
Khools are monastic, the rest being lay. 

Sioce ipss new schools have been opened uoder tbe 
Goveromenc five years’ programme, but (be number of 
schools is lets ttan In tbe pre-reform days. This Isduet^ 
Ibe process of weeding out poorly-attended and laefBclenl 
schools, but there has been a steady locrease in tbe number 
of pupils under instruction. This healthy conceniration of 
pupils is undoubtedly more desirable than a mere iucFsaae 
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ID the nu mber of schools. There are many big villages 
waieiog for aided schools, but the lack of fuDds has limited 
the activities of the Local education Authorities. 

There are four Anglo*Vernacular schools io the Tbatdn 
Djstrict^eis., one High and three Middle. Of thene three 
are Oovernmeot schools (mixed) at Kyaikto, Pa*an and 
Tbatdn and one A.B.M. Girls’ school at Thatdo. Of the 
school buildings the one at Pa.an is the most up*to-date 
and is coo hide red to be a model build lag for Anglo* Verna* 
cuUr schools in the. Districts of the Province. All the 
schools are well staffed, well equipped, well conducted and 
aod well taught and are attended by 991 pupils (784 boya 
and 207 girls) 76 being in the High Department, 326 in 
the Middle and 589 ia the Primary Departm<rot. 


Unlike Vernacular Educatioa Aoglo-Veroacular E luca- 
tion is directly under the control of the Education Depart¬ 
ment and is outside the scope of the Local Lducacion 
Authorities, 

. On the ioaugaratioo of tbe Reform Scheme, there was 

^ne by Ji>iat School Board for the Included area of the district 
different Aod for the Municipal Areas of Tbatdn and Kyalkto, 
Local After a lapse of a year or soi the arrangement was found 
bodies, iq be unsatisfactory aod the Joint School Board was split 
up into That An Municipal School Snb*Coramittee, 
‘Kyalkto Municipal School Sut^Commlttee aad Thatbn 
District School 6oard, The School Board and the Muni- 
cipal School Sub'CommiUee are fioanced respectively by 
the District CouncU and the Mnniclpilhies concerned^ 
the Governmeot helping with Provlocial cootclbutioos, 
'but the funds are iasufficleDt with the result that the Local 
Education Authorities have been unable to embark on the 
policy of expantioa. Building, equipment aod boarding 
grants have fa most cases been stopped. 

ft is a pleasure to note that the relation between the 
Edneauon Officers and the Local Education Authorities 
•are generally cordial, aad that the advice of the Educa- 
-tional Odleers is always sought and acted upon. 

Matters of importance are discussed and decided at 
the moDthly or bi*monthly (once ia two months) meetings 
of the Local Education Antborities at which the Educa* 
tiooal Officers are present and keen lute rest is displayed 
io the deliberation at these meetings. Some of the mem* 
1>ers visit seveia! schools in their respective localities 
which enable them to gire helpful advice and suggescloos 
wKhen occasion requires. 
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Pr!ffl&ry Schools in Tba(6o District nurnber 150 with a 
total atteo^anco of 16,^69 pupKa iocludiDg those in the 
Primary Osparcnents of High and Mi dole schools* There 
'Still remain many deeerv ng private schoola which caaoot be 
recogoired owmg to lack of funds. The present Dumber 
of Primary Schools a ltd ttte aueodance at them fail to 
serve as any criterion of the standard of literacy in the 
district, because several large villages have no public 
schools. Considering the population of the district the 
standard of literacy is low. Accordli^g to the Census 
J^epcTt of 1091 Burma stands exLeptioodly high among 
the Indian Provinces in the standard of hc>racy. It is true 
that nearly a'l Bormans can read and write tneir mother 
touguei but i: is equally true that the majority of them leave 
school after passing the Lower Primatv S age. 

Pupils attending Vernacular schools ia Thatbn District 
are mostly chiiJren of cultivators and a< sooh as thry reach 
aa age at which they cao be QseiuUy employ'*d io the fields 
or at ihe plough, they are wkhd awn. Where manual 
labour affords ihaonlf means of aubslatence. e>fucation most 
.needs be unpopuhr. Parents who send their children 
to school at au early age.are presumably not at aI actuated 
,by aoble feelinita anl high hipes fi>r thviccnildren. More 
often than not, they look upon acboo's as creches rather 
thao aa places of education. Thus few pup la go beyond 
the secood standard. CompuiscryeducatinB will do (sucb 
to Improve the existing state of tbingi, bu feasibility 
.of eoforcipg attendance by lawa and reguUti ns is very 

S ietiooabre* owing to the great etpeoditure involved sod 
large aupoly ot teachers required. 

The number of recognised vernacular schools in Thatfin 
District ia lufi with an attendance of 1717^4 pupds, Of 
these 5 are High 4$Middle and 150 Primary schools, 
^ome schools have Eoglluh teachers attached to them. 
,Tbe teaching of English in Vernacular achoole is becopV' 
.fog very popular and has led to increase in attendaace at 
these schools, some of which prepare pupils for the Anglo* 
Vernacular Examioatjofl. Tbe teaching of English is touch 
appreciated by parents and pupils but ihe clamour for 
CDpre English teacoeri cannot be satisfied for lack 
funds. 

No steps have been taken ia the diitrict to stimulate 
adult educatioo apartf rom tbe eslabUsbmentof a Teachera' 
Reading Club at Pa-an aod Paung. At present all tbe 
members of the clubs are vernacular teachers ; but out« 
•sideri are expected to join in large ouatbers. Each club 
has a considerable number of books, religlovs and educ^* 
^dioQXl, and Is also supplied with newspapers, magasiuelj 
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Me. It is hoped ChsC those clubs will niultiply year 
by year so Chat in course of time there will be one io 
every village where there Is a school and the villager* 
young and old may spend their leisure hours profitably 
and cultivate tbe habit of reading. 

There is also the Coronation Libra0 "at Tbatdn. It 
is supplied mostly with Barme&e books oa Buddhist rrl$» 
glon and is used by monk* and a few laymen interested in 
Duddbism. It is not eligible for Government grants For 
books because it has been unable to get a contribution 
from the ThaUn Municipality to supplement the Oovero* 
meat grant. 

Religious and moral instruction is Imparted lo ell tbe 
Schools of this district. No beaeht can ever accrue 
from the present system of learing by rote PaU verses 
from MingaU Sutta, Lokaaitl^ etc., the memlng of which 
children do not understand, but their parents seem to be 
perfectly satisfied when their children can repeat tbe five 
precepts from memory. The only method of inculcating 
moral principles is to make the religious lessons applic* 
able to everyday life, and Co bring them down from the 
mysterious region of bard words and mystery to the reali¬ 
ties o< life. Uodoubtedly the best method would be to 
teach the children the tenets of the religloa in ordinary 
language and Illustrate them by it ries irom the j'aiaidt. 
Unleu religious teaching it practical it would never bear 
any fruit. 

Drill is taught lo all Schools by teachers wbo have 
received proper Iraining In the Normal School or Elemeir- 
tary Training Classes But the teachers are not keen on 
their work sod tbe villagers do not reillse tbe v«lue of 
Physical culture. Organised games are not introduced in 
Vernacul .r Schools tor lack of foods as well as for lack of 
iotereit oo tbe part of the teachers. It is hoped wbeo 
playing Helds are provided for Vernacular Schools, game* 
wlif be orgasised a ad promoted among ibw 

pupils. 

pointed out eliewhere, there are four Anglo-Veroa.- 
colar Schools, whb au atteodance of ggj pupils. One of 
the featoreshas beco the opeoiog of a special Clast ii* 
them for the intensive teaching of r.ogUeh lo pupils wbo 
were admitted f'Om Veroacular Schools and the ezperi* 
ment has been pronounced a success* Tbe intensive stud* 
of English creates a real interest io (he Study of English 
for the pupils, who co-operate with the teacher by trying to 
do tbeirbeat; they are led and not driven to lesra English 
and they enjoy the practice of speaking it at once. Ali 
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«tHer 1angu&g«« ar« ftuccMsfulI/bvre} (roro use bv tbe 
’eeachers orpupMe duriDg the ioieoaive study of Eoglish. 

The pupils learn to write correctly cbe sentence they speak 
properlyi and tbe confideoce thus gained is ao ioceotlve 
to increase their knowledge of English. 

Teachnicsl Educatioo comprises ilOjd, weavings needle 
work aod drawing, but the last subject is not taught in 
any of the VernacuLr-Scboola in this district as tbe (ion* 
teachers are not very keen oa it for wact of results-grants. 

Besides they are incompetent to teach this aubjesr as the 
fliaiority hold no Teacher’s Drawing Certificaces. There 
are three siojd classes attached to one Karen aod two 
Burmese Schools. These classes are reported to be doing 
well, but here again tbe lack of funds has limited the scopo 
of the work of the classes. Keedle*work is taught in all 
Schools whefe there are female certificated teachera It 
is becoming more popular and besides iocreasiog the 
attendance of girls it makaa them stay longer in School. 

Many schools take part in the Annual Nesdie.work ExhU 
bitioD, but the Kareo Schools seem to calcs httle iniereat 
in this Exhibiiion for which lack of parental encourage, 
cnent is responsible. Ignorant parents are not convinced 
of the usefulness of needle.crafc to their daughters in after 
life. 

Tbe Burmese boy does not take kindly to manual train¬ 
ing for he considers it beneath bis dignity. He prefers 
ioteUecUsI tralniog and hit ambition is to joio Govern, 
ment service after leaving school. 

FemsJe sducatiOQ is receiviog as much attention as Female 
male education. The prejudice against female education Educe* 
ie dying out under the Influence of culture and civilisation 
and it is becoming popular with tbe more advanced section 
of the people. In a place like Thatbo, which is the centre 
of trade and commerce on the rirlway line, female educe, 
lion if making rapid headway. Tbe number of girls in 
ell stages of instructi>D has increased and the percentage 
of passes has improved. At preieot tbe only opening lor 
girls in Vrroacular Schools i« the teacheng prolessloni but 
if other openings are available Vernacular female educe. 

•tlon will be stimulated aad cbe influence of welUeducated 
women will do moch to raise the stsadard of living. 

Of 8 »o 44 girls under iostructioOi 7,935 girls are attend¬ 
ing the public schools. With the exception of three girls’ 
'Schools all are co-educaiiooal. 

An Elementary Training Class for girls was opened in 
June I9S9. It admits flfteeo stipendiary studeots hsr 
'iraioiogeacb year. 
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Burmese, Karens, SbanstTalainge, Taungthue, Cbmese,. 
Mohamedans, Hied ns aud Tamils are iouod in Thai 6 a 
D isirict. Out of 18,518 in public scboola 8)6dd 

are Burmese, 4,^76 Karens, 148 Sham, 2,333 Tailings, 
1,375 Tauogthiis, 771 Coineae, 88a Mohamedans, 217 Hin* 
dus and »o Tamils. 

In 331 Prirate Schools there are 9,088 Burmese, 1,415. 
Karens, 378 TaungibuSj 18 Shsns and 37a Cbioese. 

J huB the Bunuese and the Karens are the most advaO' 
ced while the Taungthus are ihe most backward. Among 
the special classes, the Karens a<e the most inteUi *eDt and 
progressive. They are mo>t numerous sad tre found all 
over the district. They krep pace with the times tod ire 
remarkably keen on educstion. Thev estsbilsb schools 
with the Tunds raised irum among thems‘'lves and the 
Lotal Educstion Aut o’itlea provide every laclIUy lor their 
education. Taieings also are found mostly in the district. 
As they live in the midst ol Burmans they are more or 
less ic^ainted with Burmese. To encourage the study of 
oi tb' Talaing language, Talaiog readers have been pub. 
Usbed, though litile use ia made of them, Taungthus and 
Shans UHually attend Burmese Schools There is only ooe 
Private Chinese chool and that in Th u6n town< It haa 
never applied lor recognition as it prefers its own systen 
ol teaching, It it well attended aud wed cundaciej. 

During the expendliuie on vernacular eduea* 

tion in Ehatdn District under each LocaI Body waa aa. 
follows 

Rs. A. ^ 


}. Ditirlct Sct'eol Heard 
9, IhatSn .Munlclpatity 
%, Kyaikto Muninpoliiv 
4« I deputy Commhaluner 


VJ* 77 i 0 0 
0 o 
6,4fe 0 a 
4,«5 » « 


CHAP! KR Xlll. 

PUflLIC H8ALTII, 

Concern for the public health was not a feature of 
Burma Adminisiraiion and there are no records of the 
health ot the district prior to British Rule 

Except for the Thatdn and Kyaikto MnnicipaUties and 
the excluded areas under the I deputy Commissioner, the 
whole h'ubUc Health Administration rests with the District 
Council subject to certain safe«g) ards with regard to tbe^ 
control of epidemic diseases. *1 be That6n and Kyaikto 
Municipalities each bat its own Council to administer its^ 
affairs. 
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The Civil Surgeon of the district » the District Health 
Officer sod also the Health Officer of the Munfclpdlliy at 
District HeadquarteTs when be is co-opted as member on 
the Municipal Couoeil. The District Council has delega¬ 
ted him with disciplinary and techniAl control over the 
staff of the Public Health Department and given him com¬ 
plete executive charge of all public health matters, subject 
to generel control by tbe Council. The ThatAo Monici* 

6 silty however expects him to be the executive of its 
leeitb Department without ioveatmg him with powers to 

E rosecute offenders against the sanitary provisions of the 
funiupal Act and the bye-laws framed thereunder and alio 
without sty disciplinary control over the staff placed 
voder him. The result has been that tbe District Couoclf 
has made headway improving sanitation in the rural areas 
while the Municipality at the district headquartera has 
made no advancement in this branch of local self-govern¬ 
ment from the time it came under a non-official president. 

There are three hoepitals in the district, at That^n, Kespi- 
Kyaikto and Pa-an>And a diapeasary at Bilim There are 
also railway diapeoiariea at MAkpalin and Martahao. Tbe 
ThatAn and Mbkpalin hospitals were formerly maintained 
by t^eir resfiective local muaicipality but are now brought 
under the Ho>pi(al Finance Scheme of jpts. Tbeboipiul 
at Pa*an and the dispensary at Bllia are managed by their 
hospital committee aubject to general supervision of the 
District Council. The latest figures available showing the 
attendance of patients at the various hoapitala are for the 
year 1928 The figurei are tabulated below: 
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Ti e average number of operations performed in a year 
in ThatAa is t.i8h> Kyaikto 4S5, Pa^n sgs^and Bilia 134. 

Except for those at district headquarter! moat of tbe 
operations are minor. 

The birth rate is probably below the truth and a reason^ VluJ 
that hasbeeu aMlgoed for this is the small attention pa^,* suiistfea^ 
to a death which oearly always ia the excuse foran eatertSMi'' 
ment. On the othrr band deaths of in facts often eae^M. 
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‘regiitration. Re^iatratioo oi the deaths ha^ however been 
.iairly aatiifacCorv la the municipalities on account ol the 
DeccMity el taking out a burial pass belore (be corpse 
could be buried or burnt and death nas to be certiBed by a 
competent medical man. In the case of rural areas 
registration has been defective on account of the abseoce 
of inconuve for village headmen to take interest in tMa 
work aad relaaed supervision by township officers who 
really h^ve not the time to check it. 1 be average birth 
and death rate per thousand for the rural areas for the last 
five years is 90*70 and 14 (9 respectively. The average 
birth rate for Thathn town lor the same period is 32*61 
and for Kyaikto town s6*ss and the average death rates 
l>eing 34*01 and 39*20 respectively. 

On the (5tb September 1906 the Society f^r the 
Prevention ol Infaotile Mortality in Burma was consiituted 
aod received the eocouragement and flnaacial support ol 
Government but it is not known to what extent It conducted 
operations in the Thatftn District. 

Wells and streams lorn the chief sources ol water 
fiu^plyi Karen vilUges usually being plentifully supplied 
wub wells. Riverine villages depend almost entirely on 
river water. Ibe District Council bas in one or two of 
the larger villages given assistance in digging wells. 

la 1892311 inquiry was held on the saoltary state of 
villages la Burma and the members of the Committee 
not^ that vBiagea were built on sites olten under water in 
the rains, w^re badly drained, there was no pr'^vision for 
lalrices and that there were consiaot puddles of hlib under 
the dwelling houses. To counteract these evils however it 
was noted that the people lived in houses raised lour or five 
feet off the ground so that fresh air was constantly paaaiog 
betweeo the puddle aod the house, homes were built epart 
from each other, (bey were made of matoriale allowing the 
maximum of ventilstlon, and (bat the people had cleanly 
9 tabits and used for the purposes cl nature sirips of jungle 
ouiside the village where there were many oalural 
•caveoverij and that they were careful not only of their 
•own drinking water but also of that for weyfarers. Com¬ 
modious viiUge-iites are essential to the health as well * as 
the comfort of the people and It is an economically sound 
policy to suppk them. 

£scep: ja Thatdn aod Kyaikto Municipalities there is 
DO night conservancy system in the district. In spite of 
the oroers forbidding them latrines overhanging creeas end 
streams are to be found in some villages. Sbwegun Is a 
good example of this and the view of the town from the 
/river is most repulsive. 
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Tbe c «89 pit latrlntis in tbe sabdivislo&Al attd township 
headquarters and 1q some of the bi^ villages are a source of 
caoger to ibe wells which ate In their neighbourhood and 
are oot ordinarily protected. 

Intestioal p'otoioa, diarrhcea, dysentry and digestive Preval* 
troubles are prevalent both i) towns and villages but in? 
malaria is chiefly confined to villages surrounded by hills, diseases. 
In rural sreas '• fever" U invariably given as the cause of 
the majority of deaths by diseis*, lo that statistics under 
this head are unreliable and afford no meaDi of estlmatiog 
the prevale.ice of malaria. Venereal diseases areespeciaUy 
prevalent In and near towns along the railway. 

KyaiktoTowfl has become the home of pUgue. Thalftn Bpide* 
Town is, owing to its excellent poiitionj comparatively tnW 
healthy. It is built on laterite^ there Is a natural slope Co 
tb) west which not only allows the rainfall of inches a 
vear to dram off rapidly but permits of much rubbish beiog 
taken with it. Cholera occurs sporadically in the riverine 
villages. In spite of advice to the contrary t.y public health 
authorities villagers will tnke their water from the sluggish 
margin of st'e.4ms rather than go further lo the streams 
and help themselveHto ruoning water. To prevent cholera 
and promote generally the health of the people little can 
be done In the volages except the encouragement of 
cleanliness, the draining and clearing of vilUge sites and 
the digging of tanks and wells. 

As a precaution agaiost amsH-pox there is a vaccinator 
employed io each municipality and twelve vaccinatora with 
two Inspectors are employed by the District Council. 

Kxcept In the areas excluded under the Deputy Commis* 
a I oner's Fund vaccination is compulsory ajd generally 
spsaking its benefits are recognised, 

The most common injuries are drowning, blood poison* 
ing, fallslfrom palm trees, snake bite and goring by buffaloes, 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Minor Articls. 

U is the headquarters of the Thatdo District, situ itsd in Tbatta 
in Latitude! 6^ 5y North and Longitude 97* 2s'East. The Tewn, 
townis picturesquely situated at the very foot of the forest* 
clad slopes of the Martaban hills^ now popularly known as 
Myathabelk TauDg> wedged iu between a hill ridge and a 
stretch of alluvial land, abojt 10 miles in wldt'*, which' 
separates U from the Oulf of Martaban. Flat and wetf 
wooded, hemmed In on the east, but open to the cold- 
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season breese from Ihe north ani Ch^ south-west mousooo 
which blows across ibfl rice Bus from the sea, ThatOn 
enjoys a climate which is o& the whole pleasant and 
salubrious. The rainfall is heavy, but (he town ia well 
drained^ and the heat, which rarely rises above 95S ia 
generally tempered by cool air currents. In the north of 
the town are the Deputy Contmias’onrr'a Office, (he new 
District end Sessions Court, the. office cf the District 
Superintendent of Police^ tbc Municipal and District 
CouDcil Offices, the Post and TeleRrapb Office, the jail, 
theiacoine*Tax Office and the Officer ol the Divlaronal 
Forr St Offices, and the Executive Eng^ne^r, Public Works 
Departnet.t (Kcads and Buildings}. There is a Circuit 
House and a Public Works Department Ir^ipection Bunga¬ 
low in the civil Imes close by rhe offices already mentioned. 

The porulation of the town at the Census m tpsi was 
15,091 persons, an increase of about 5 per cent on the 
population ol 19it. About 75 per cent of the population 
are Buddhists, 2 per cent Aniroists, jo per cent Hindus, 
II per cent Mabocaedans and 1 per cent Chnatfans. 

There are two Anglo Vernacular Schools, namely, the 
Government High School and the A.B.M. Girls’ Middle 
School. 

The history of the town appears In Chapter II, and it 
is unnrcesssry to reproduce it again here. 

Thatdn Subdivision occupies the south-western portion 
of the dUtricr. It is bounded on the west by the Gulf of 
MarUba'^> on the north by Bilin Township, nn the ej'«l by 
the Donthami River, and on the south by the mo Th of the 
Salweetv Elver. Uconatsis of the TSatbn snd Paung 
Townships. 

Thai hn Tow ns hip lies between lu 47 and 17 13'North 
and 97* 6 ' and 97* 30' East whb an area o< 480 square 
miles It is bounded on the west by the Gulf of Martaban. 

Thepopulation was 75,6:7 in igtrand 64,^51 in 1931, 
showing an increase ot nrarly n per cear. The township 
contains the town of Thatbn, the headquarters of the 
district and 115 vlllage-iracti. It is hiJIy in the east, but 
in the west a Bat alluvial plain stretches away to the Gulf 
of Martaban. • 

Kyaikkaw ia als^e village on the Tbatbn'Bilio Road 
with a population of 3,684 in habit «ntt. It is situated* 
iqimediately south of Thelnteik,a railway statioD. from 
which it is sepsratod by the Kyaikkaw chdung. It has 
a well*equipped basaar, and an opium shop, li is noted 
lor the eood durians crown on tbe hills on either side of 
,ho 
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Theiozeik is a railway statioo sitaated on the Tbatdn* 

Bilio Road. The popaUtioo at the last census was 3 >i 94 . 

It has a Post and Telegraph Oflice aod a Public Works 
Department Inspection Bungalow. 

Duyinzeik is the terminus of the That&n>Duvinse)k 
Road which ends on the right bank oitbe Uonthami River, 

The river is crossed by tneans of a ferry to the opposite 
bank where the road continues on to the right b«nlc of 
the Salween opposite the ToH’n of F>'aaj the headquarters 
of the township of the same name. This villi|:e was once 
the terminus the Th8ibn*Duyinzeik light railway which 
was dismantled when the Pegu*Martahaii railway was 
opened. The tillage is a Forest Revenue ataiion. It has 
a Public Works Departmefit lospection Bungalow. The 
population at the last Coasuh waa 1,874 peraons, 

Kyettuywethaung Village is sitgatecl on the right bank Kyet* 
of the Dontbami Riv^t, It^had a popuia ioo of a,ioa per* 
sons at the last Census It is noted for iicre<buTAing, It 
bii a Public Works Department Infection Bungalow. 

Paung Towasnip lies between ib^s$' and ib* 5a' North Paueg 
97* 14' and 97* 3^ East with an area 0 1 399 square miles. Tj®.***" 
It is leaded on the north by the Thatbn Township, on the 
east and south by the Donthtmi and Salween Rivers, and 
on the west by the Gulf of Martaban. The township is 
fertile and thickly populateo. The population was65,iaj 
in and 73,49210 t ^ix, inhabiting iSb viUage*tr4Cts. 

The headquarters are at Paung, a village of 4,091 inhabi¬ 
tants, on the we tern slopes of the ' Martaban hills, which 
ran notch and souih through the centreo* the township. 

The ancient site of Martaban liea at ihe eatreme southern 
end of the Martaban range, opposite the port of 
Moulmein. 

Paung the headquartera of Paong Towoship, Is a 
notified town and a railway station, with a popuUtioa of town. 
4,654 persons at the last Census. It haa a Post and 
Telegraph OfBce, aBasaar equipped with buildings sod a 
Public Worht Department Inspection Bungalow. It Is 
situated on the Thal6n*Martabon Road. 

Martaban was founded by Pagan King Narapatl- Marta- 
Sithuy who put a Burmese captain> Alelmma, lu charge. 
Wareru, nTalaing, who returned from Siam with a Siameae 
jA^ncess, 700 soldiers, and an elephant, made friends with 
Aleimma, killed bin at a feast, and usurped the kiagdon. , 
Portents were frequent in his reigo, and be became lord 
of a white elephant and moved his klogdom to Pegq. 

Fioally Maitaba,o fell Into the bands of the Buripajisft 

was. Iioo.wn to. old. vbyagefi as. 
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k por( for tpicei; popper and liquor made from A/ifj 
Fruetiekns ; but since iU annexaiion it ha>beeQ supersed¬ 
ed by Moulmeia. A goodaccouot of it is to be found ia 
the British Burma Gasetteer, Voloroe If. 

Three miles from Martaban is Kyw^gyan, where the 
Kins cattle, and about 12 mii^s north 00 the bank 
of (he Salween at Sampanago are the remains of a waUed 
town, a''out ti mil-s tong, with a moat. The town was 
probably buiit by the Talamgi to condact thtir operatioaa 
igains’, and wnd of! the attacks of the Shans. It is 
uecertaiD whether it is the san^e Sampanago ihat is 
meotioneU by Colonel Spearman in the British Burma 
Gasetb er, Volume I, page 

Kinyw’a (a wat:h tower or citadel) is about 3 miles up 
the Honthami Riv. r with a hill behind. 

Dalaba), 6 miles to the north, is named after the 
aobte Taliins General, who ih 1757 A.D., withstood all 
the attacks ottbe Burmans under Aiaungpayi untihe was 
threatened with the death of all nis rel itlons. He was 
given a high office under (he Barmese rule but, attempt¬ 
ing to rebel, was cangSt and put to death in 1763. 

Zingyaiki a railway s'at ion, with a population of 6,^56 
persons at the last Census, is well known for the Pagoda 
built on the crest of ths hills of the same name and 
posies see two picturesque waterfalls in the neighbour¬ 
hood. The h story of the pagoda is given in Chapter II, 
Part ». 

Ablat village is situated only about a furloog from the 
sea shore off the Gulf of Martaban but the shoal extends 
about’9or3 miles from It. It had a population of.(,917 
persons at the las; Census. Most o' the inhabiUnts are 
Mdos. Sea*!ishing is one of the priucipal non agricultural 
occupitioos of the villagers. 

Kysikto Subdiviiion is bounded on the west by (he 
Gulf of Martaban, and tor 6 mUei by the Alok Cut and 
fp: 14 mi'es by the Sitting River ; on the north by the 
TcuQgoo District, onthe eaitby the Oonthaml Riverand 
Salween District, and on the south by the Thatdn Town¬ 
ship. U coniiils of Kyaikto and Bilin Townships. 

Kyalk to To wash ip flee be I ween 17* 14'and (7*39'North 
and 96^ 3/ and 97* 15'East to the east of the soulhernmoat 

reaches of the SiKaag, with an area of 425 square milee. 
It contains 6j village tracts, and oae town. Kyaikto 
(popuUfiOD 7.r6S), the headquarters. The population was 
5i,5SitB T9 It, and 48,649 iu 19’>• Owiag to the (raiiifqr 
di vi I'age-tracts from Kyaikto Township toThanatpirt, 
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P«gu District [vide Geoeral Departmeot Nctiflcatjoa 
No. 107^ dated the aoth September iqjS), the area of 
Kyaikto Towpshtp was reduced by $3 square miles. 

it Is the headquarters of the subdivision and township 
of the same came, ft stands at the foot of the hills, 
closiog in the large plain country which stretchea down 
southwards to the coast. The town was conaUiuteO a 
Municipality in 1889. It is a flourishing trade esDtre and 
has a population of 7,061 persons in 1921 as against 6^137 
in 1911. The Cou p contaios a Post and Telegraph Office^ 
a Court-house, a Police Station, a good Market, snd a 
Municipal Hospital. There is also a Coveromect Anglo- 
Vernacular Schcol. The town is eleclrically lighted and 
looks fsirly prosperous on account cl the large number of 

e rims w^o bait in tbs trwn before proceeding to Iba 
ikto Psgada. !t therefore forms the main gate of (be 
annual pilgrimage to this famous Pagoda, an account of 
which isgwen in Chapter If, Parts. 

M6kpalin, a rs Iway static 0i with a population 
of 1.300 persons, has a Governmtnt quarry three miles 
distant from it, Itiauodtr the charge of the Manager, 
Government Quarries. 

Siuaung, with a population of 3,689 persons at the last 
Census, is prettily situated at the foot of a hill on the left 
bank of the Sittsog (liver and Is supposed to have bead 
founded by WimsJa In 588 A.O. ft is possessed of a 
bistorie rsihrr than a present interest. It contaias 
an object of archsoiogicsl interest in Kyaikkalum pun 
Pagoda, an account of which is given in Chapter II, 
Part 3. 

Kysikkstha, a ralwsy station wUb a population of 
t, 7 34 persons St tie list Census, is about eight miles 
Dorth.west of Kyaikto. lu history is given in C nspler 11 , 

Part 3. 

Kirmnnsakan, with a population of 1,889 pericot it 
situated at the foot of tbe hills on which the famous 
Kyaiktiyo pagoda stands. It is the starting stage of ibo 
climb up the hills to ihe pagoda. A g£od metalled road 
has recently been completed coDoectiog it with tbe 
railway station at Kyaikto. 

Eifici Township, on tbe eastern coast cf tbe gulf of 
Martaban, lies between 16^57' and 17^4a'North and 97V 
ad 97^3East, with an area of 399 equare miles. It 
contains for tbe most part an alluvial plaio, streCebing 
iroa tbe bills in tbe oorth to the sea. It contains i w 
village-tracts, and tbe popaittion, which was Co.sSp la 
ipn, bad risen by 1931 to 68,611. The beadqoarfaerv are 
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St Btiinj oa (be iij?hc bink of the Bilin River. The to wo, 
ship is famous for its segar.cane* which is grown in 
considerable quantities on the rich weU'wacered lowlands. 

Bliin, with a population of Si^do persons at the last 
Census, is an important town. It is the headquarters of 
the towuship of the same name. U lies on the left bank 
of the nilio River, nearly half-way between Kyalkto and 
Thatdn, After the Krst Burmese war the Governor of 
Martaban, Oonansi retired with Ms followers, built a 
stockade and was confirmed as Governor by the King 
of Burnt t During the second war the town was 
surrendered without resistance to the British. In 1853 
U was Attacked hy a Shan but the iniurgeots were 

easily dispersed with the assistance of soma troops from 
Kyaiktn. 

The inhabitants of Bilin are chiefly Burmnns, and 
from Hi central position between Kyaikto and Thatbn the 
IOWA has become a fairly large tradmg centre. The 
annual overflow of the Bilin River deposiiealsrge amount 
of fertilislRg matter on the banks, and eugef'Cane is 
eiteosiveiy grown In the oeighbourhood. 

Kawkadut Village, population a,839, has a District 
Bungalow, It Post OiTire and a Police Ststion. U Is 
connectrd with Tnungsun rallwav station and the town of 
Bilin by a hterlte road mAintaloud by the District 
Council. 

Zokthok Village, population tfiyj persons, pofsesses 
objects of Interest In rizaung Pagoda nnd the ruins of an 
old rampart. 

Ayetthima is situated at the foot of the Kelatha hills 
00 the left bank of the Sittang River U had a population 
of i,oqg at the last Census. It was once a sea-port. 
Bolts, cables, end other vestiges of foreign sblpr have 
been mietrthed at this village. The ruins of Tniiksla lie 
between It and Kinywa. An interesting account of 
Talkkala. an ancient capital, Is given at pages 413*14 of 
the Imperial Gazetteer (Burmas Volume L 

The Paan Subdivision lies on the east of the district 
between the Donthami and the Thaunayin Rivers. It is 
bordered on the north by (he Papun District, 00 the east 
by the IbauQgyin River and CD the sootb by the Gyaiog 
.aod Pata e&akngj which separate it from the Amherst 
Dis^ict,, I» consist* of two townships, those of Pa-an 
aod Ualainghwe io both of which Karens predomioate. 
The di^ioB betweea these two townships does not follow 
througboui^ A;.patjiTal dividing line a dcsalptioa of jtjfs 
therefore beoeassrlly somewhat complicated. Coramenciog 
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in the Dotth-west corner of the subdivision tbe Missing 
thauHg sep&rates tbe Pa*an Tow&ibip from the Papun 
District The line follows the course of the Misaing ehAung . 
to where it flows Into tbe right fork of the Salween about 
three miles south of Kamamauog, along this right fork 
to its junction with the main stream and down tbe maio 
stream to a point about a mile below Udaung Village 
opposite Wutkyi. Here the line makes almost & right 
angle turn to the east, passes to the north of Kawpaoya 
and Kamadiw Villages, crosses* the Mlsan ehoung and 

E sses north of Haungkamyaing village to the Htikhohaung 
lo. The line turns south again and follows the stream 
which for a short way ia also the western boundary of the 
Kyonpago Reserved Forest. The stream is known tower 
dowD as the Hlaiog shaurtg. It flows in a south-easterly 
direction, is crossed at right angles by the Pa*an*H!aingbw& 

Road, Rows to the south of the Kamawpaw Plateau and 
'fiuds Its way to tbe Hlaingbwd ji(«t hetow Kasalng 

Village, The line follov's this stream throughout its length 
and tnenthe tilaingbwbr^ewM^totbe point where the Pats 
and Knbu eh^unis join It. From tbit point to its junction 
with the ityoing at Oyslng Village tbe Hlaingbwb chtung 
Is the boundary between tbe ra*aQ Townihip and tbe 
Ambers! District. The southern boundary of the Pa*an 
To unship Is the Gyaing as far as the Alansekka ehnung 
Here the line runs north to the Krootbe ehsung, from 
there west to the Salween. The western boundary of 
this township ia the whole length of the Dcnthami, and, 
from its junction with the Salween and Nathmaw, the 
Salweea. 

Pa-an To wo is the headquarters of both the Subdivision Pa'IS 
aod Township of that name. It Is a notified town but has Towil 
no Municipal Committee and the District Council ia 
responsible for its roads, conservancyj lighting, hospital 
anJ basaar. No tax is levied for cosservancy andUghtiog. 

There Is a Post and Telegraph Ofheej Opium Shop, Police 
Statioo and a pleasant well situated oear the inspection 
bungalow. 

Although the country surrounding Pa«an Is Indifferent 
paddy land, Pa-an is the centre of a considerable paddy 
trade which goes to Monlmeln. 

Expoaents of the Uw are llmitsd to third grade 
pleaders but what is lacking In qualifications is made up * 
in numbers. The population Is mi:(ed and mostly engaged 
iu trade, ^ u, . 

The Hlaingbwb Township lies lo the north of the Pa^^u 
Township and is separated from it by the line described xowa- 

ship. 
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in the ^evioua paragraphs. It is bounded oa the north 
bj tbe Wpun Djsirict and 90 the east by the Theungyin 
as far south e» the point where the Mtthawe Klo flows 
into it. The line then follows this stream up to its wa'rr- 
^bed on the Daunasj south to Pata Taung along the crest 
and then down the Pata cAiung to its iuncticn with the 
Hlaiogbwb cAauHg. The township Is hilly and sparsely 
populated. 

The headquarters of the Township are at Hlainsbwb 
situated on the left hank of the Hlaingbwb 
fJkauftg which is crossed bv sn iron girder bridge w*ith 
break piers. Although notified as a town there is no 
Muaicipal Cocnmiftte end the District Council is 
responsible for its roadi and con'ervancy. It is a very 
backward place. It has no d^lfy bazaar ether than that 
hawked about by womerri no heap.cal and no lii:hting» 
There is a Public Wrrks Department Inflection 
Bungalow, a Police Station, Post and Telegraph 0 Sice and 
Treasury. The people in Hlaingbwi itself are chiefly 
Burmese with Ksreos in the surroundiog vilUges. It is 
connected with Pa*an and Shwegun by good surfaced 
roads and with the interior of the township by the 
Hlangbnb ckt^ung and the Hlaingbwb-Palngkycn Road. 
What trade thtro is Is via the Hlaingbwb ekaungtf> 
Moulfflolo. 

Naungloa isTanogtbu Village m Ics south east of 
Pa-sn with which It is connected by a good surfictd road. 
It has a Post Offlee and as a large Inspec lon Bungalow. 
The mayin paddy in the neigh beurhood is excellent. It is 
a centre of the wbeelwrlghting industry. 

Tonaing on the left pank of the Salween below Pa an 
is a large welMo-do Tilaing villsge. It la fortunate in 
baviog toth excellent paddy land and island for kaiitg 
cultivation. There is a small Inspection Bungalow but 
which, through lack «l road's into the interior, Is seldom 
used. 

Zathabyin on the right bank of the Gyaing is a large 
cosmopolitan village divided by the ^sthsbyineAaung. 
Originally Talaing it is now largely Indiao. House sites 
are congested and communications within the village on 
account of the flooding are raised foot-path causeways, 
There is an Inspection Bungalow and a Post Office. At the 
back of Zatba' Is a colony of Indians that supply large 
quantities ol milk to the Moulmein teashops. Ihese are 
said to bede'ceodants of convicts, a reminiscence of the 
days when Amherst was a penal seitlement. Zathabyin ia 
noted for its water pets, tiles and other ear them ware. 
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Paingk^OQ U a Karen village 15 milea sotith*east ?alng^ 
initb wbtch it la joined by a road bunded naoy 
years ago but only bridged ID J930, It Ue* on the right 
bank of the Dagyaing Tbe people are welUto'do. 

Houses are substantial and stand in large compounds of 
such fruit trees r.a durian^ mango and cocoanut. There 
19 a large Christian School and church of the Amrrjcan 
Baptist denomioatioo. There is a small mat Inspeclioo 
Bun^a'ow alter the type found io U^er Burma. 

bh we gun on (he iHt bank ol the Salween is the term!* Shw^ 
DUS of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Compass launches which 
run six da)s a week from Moulroein. Formerly Bumaoj it 
is now largely Indian, and in a snail way it it an import* 
ant cenlre ol trade. Not only is there a Post and 
Telegraph Oflice but it is connected wiih Papuo by 
telep* one. It is conoeeted with Hlaingbwb by a good 
surfaced road from which it is 14^ miles distant 1 here 
is an Inspection Bungalow overlooking the river but the 
site is •poUt as it is unfenced and a path In front ol It is 
much usrdi not only by drawers of water, but by herds of 
cat le on their way to drink. 

Titon is a large Taungthu village on the Pa an Hialng* Tdon* 
bwd Road about X 9 miles from Pa*an. House sites are 
cramped. * here Is ao Inspection Buo^aiow which how* 
ever has lost much of Its pristine utility owing to the 
exceilcnt motor road between Pa-an and Hlaingbwh. 

Before tie c pen In g of this road Tilon was an Impcrtant 

S ince on ihe trade route into Siam and the Southern Sban 
tatei. 
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